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To the RESDER. 


I He ſubſtance of the following ſheets , was written many 
Years ago, mainly for the ſatstying ſome ſcruples, of a 
worthy friend of the Authors, But the preſs bath tor a long 
time , bcen ſo well guarded from the leaſt breathing , againſt 
the grizyances,this poor Church, and Nationgroaned under, 
that the publication was but little thonght of. _ 
It having now pleaſed God , to raiſe up fome worthy Inſtry- 
ments, to appear for the intereſts and Libertics of this broken 
Church and People, and to endeavour a redreſs of their ma« 
nifold oppreſſions; It was thought convenicnt, to offer thefe 
Papers, to the publick view and conſideration. 1 ſtand intop 
near a Relation , to the Author, to be thought impartial in 
his commendation. And tho” I could wifb this diſcourſe had got 
isownlaft hand, and that it had not been left to run the com - 
mon fate of other poſthumons works; yet I hope the main Svb- 
je& will be found ſatisfyingly handled. There are beſides ſome 
other purpoſes incidently touched, and many fountains for ſo- 
lution of ſeveral important debates ofthetime , ſulidly and ſuce 
cin&iy opened; which if well conlitercd, miay be ſerviceable, 
for advancinga Reformation of many moe Abuſes , than the 
particular deſign of theſe Papers Intends. 

I ſhall offer no Apology for the ſtyle. 1 hope it will be found 
d.ſtin, plain and cafie, and ſutable to the Nature of the 
Subject. 1 know nothing a ſtyle ſerves for, but to expreſs Men's 
Conceptions diſtin&ly and without harſhneſs : And if that may 
be attained, without forced and ſtrained Rhetorications, which 
forthe moſt part, produce no other effect, but a Darkning of 
knowledge with words ; 1 cannot ſee, how a negle&X of ſuch uſe- 
Icfs Trifles can be blamed. The native beautie of truth , ſtands 
no way in need of thefe artificial diſguiſes, that are uſed to 
fer off adulterate wares There are but too many in this Age , 
who hayerengred both themſclyes and their difcomſes Ridiculs 
OUus, 


To the Reader. 
ens , by affecting new ſtrains of Eloquence ; as: they take ie. 
'T he thinking part of mankind, is very ſenſible, that the negle& 
of agoog old torin,, of found V Vords and ſafe Expreſſions, hath 
made People forget and miſtake, many Ancient and folid truths. 
Ir is Pitifully mcan and unbecoming to ſce the Clergy ( as they 
muſt be termed) turn the Pu'pit to a Theatre, and to hear 
Divines, Trick up and illuſtrate their diſcourſes with rhe ſimilies 
and Expreſſions of a Comedy or Romance, going down , ( as 
it were) z0the Cntengtfed ) 

"if theve were no Smith in Iſrael. 

The ſubjeR of theſz Papers , is but very little treated of by 
any , eſpecially in this way And therctore the publication 
niay perhaps be as neceſſary as ſeaſonable. Itit can in the leaſt 
be ſervicable, forfreeing the Church, of any part of her bon- 
dage; Iamfſurethedeſign, both of it's Writing and Publi. 
cation, will be fuliy attained. 

I hope there will be few found fo fond , of the Rights of Pa- 
* tronage , asto beofthe Opinion of Niego Lainez, one of the 
Fathers at Trer# , who aſſerted, That it was « motion of the 
' Devil, to offer to reduce Eleftions tothe Ancient courſe: And 
that the Antiquity of that method, was a bad Argument for 
Reviving of it: Tut that on the contrary, it ought to be ſuppreſſed, 
becanſe it was the Ancient cuſtome. Foy if the Church { as 
he Ridiculouſly enough pretends) had not found it inconvenient, 
be would not have quite it. 

I ſhall only wiſh, that People in their ſeveral Capacities, may 
ſeriouſly conſider , what the preſent condu, of providence 
ſeemsto call themto: And that they may Ac, both in this 
and other matters, ſo, 25 not to be wanting to themſelves and 
their Poſterity, in the ſettling of affairs, upen the ſolid and 
laſting foundations, of Truth and Peace : leſt they verifie the 
Proverb, Sero ſ«fiunt Phryges . ( which 1 need nottranſlate) 
And repent when it is too late, the loſs of ſuch a Golden opper« 
tunity, fo won Jerfully and unexpeRedly, brought to their 
hand : An4 give the preſent and ſucceeding Generations cauſe 
toſay, why was therea price, putin the hand of a Fool to get 
Wi'dom, ſeeing he had noheart 10 it ? 
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p þ SECTION. hb 
En Account of the Original of Patronage. 


I. HE Deſign I have in thefe few 

Papes, is to Demonſtrate from 

EJ - Grounds of Scripture, and Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon; the unwarrantabineſs and 
injuſtice of theſe Priviledges, Claimed and Exe 
erted, in, and over the Church and People of 
God, by the Patrons of Kirks and Beneft. 
ces, in reference tothe Call and Maintenance 


- | of the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
A This 
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This 1 ſhall endeavour to performe, as 
diſtincily, and with all the plainneſs, and Bre- 
vity , 1can find theſubject will admit: And 
thar ſo much the rather, Thar 1 know. thoſe 
for whoſe ſatisfactionlT principally. Write, arc 
ſufficiently capahic to diſcover, the weight of 


Truth and Reaſon, withour the attendance - 


of any Rhetorical Excurſion,or Embelliſhment 
ot Expreſſion. AndifIErrin any thing. ef- 
pecially in matters, that. arc out of my com - 
mon Road , Iexnectthe Reader will be Can- 
dide and Fayourable in his Cenſure. 

II. The Method which 1 ſhall obſerye in 
the proſecution of this Deſign, ſhall be, 

x To give ſome ſhort account, of what 
ſeems ro have been che firſt Riſe and Original 
of the Rights of Patronage; with a view of 
its ſcy-ral Branchcs, as it hath been Exerci- 
ſcd, in, andover the Church of Scotland, in 
Relacjion-ro the Miniſterial Call and Mainte- 
Nance 

2. I ſhall endeavour todiſcoyer the Emp- 
tincls of theſe Grounds, that are, or may be 
adduced for a Foundation, to the Inſtitution 


of Patro:age: whereby it will appear, how - 


groundleis and unjult che Claims and Practi- 


ces of Patrnns. in this matter have bcen. 


3. | thall offer ſome poſitive Reaſons, a- 
gainſt the precended Right it felt, 
4. And 
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4. And laſtly, I ſhall examine ſome Pre- 
tences, that may be alledged, for clearing 
that *Patronage is not ſo inj: rious to the In- 
tereſts of the Church, as it is repreſented ca 


be. 
To theſe Heads, as heing the moſt mate. 


_ * rial and needful, to be handled in a Subject 
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of this Nature, Iſhall confine what I have 
toſay; and thence it is hoped, any thing elſe 
that might be expected in Reſjation tothis at- 
gument, will receive /ufficrent light 

III The right of Patronaze may be de- 
fined, tobe a Power topreſent and nommat, 
a perſon to be inlt'tute im a vacant Church, 
Office and Benefice, by thoſe who are, or pre- 
tend to be, the Founders or 'Noters of Kirks or 
Benefices. Puteitas preſentands, aut Nowm- 
nandi mſtituendum, ad Vacans Benencmm 
ant Offictum Sacrum. Fc. 

I know There are many uſeleſs Debares, 
among the Canonilts, concerning the Defii- 
tion of Patronage, which 1 ſhall nor « (iſt 
upon; ſeing the Thing it ſclf is by the ſad ex, 
perience of this Church and Nation, but too 


. well known. 


1 V. Only Icannot omit to obſerve, rhat 
the very Name and T itle, of Patron. is ſome- 
what ominous and unlucky, as Importing a kind 
otScrvitude and Bondage, upon tac Church. 
A 2 For 


4 Of the Patronage of Kirks. SeRt 1-. 


For as in the Roman Laws and Cuſtoms, a 
Patron ( albeit the Name import Favour and 
ProteRion ) was ſtill underſtood, to retain 
a very hard Intereſt, in the Perſons and E- 
ſtates, of ſuch Servants, as he had manu- 
mitted, and fſerfree from their Bondage ; and 
a Right of Reducing them to their former 
combi of Slavery, upon pretences of In- 
gratitude, or a Carriage any way unſuitable, 
ro the favour of Freedom they had received; 
fo ſure lam, this pretended Right of Patro- 
nage, { of which we are ro treat ) hath in 
theſe reſpets, been very anſwerable ro its 
Name, in reſtraining md impeding, ( undcr 
rhe fair Golour of Protection ) the Church 
and People of God, from the Free and Law- 
ful Exerciſe of their Spiritual Liberties, and 
Priviledpes, as we hall fully clear in the pro- 
preſs of this Diſcourſe 

V. To come thento the firſt part ofthe 
method propoſed, I ſhall not determine zh? 
T :me when this Corruption, ( for ſol mult call 
it, ſince Veruſtas Erroris nonConſuetudo ſed 
Corruptela dicenda eſt ) centred into the 


Chriſtian Church, The Canoniſts them- 


{clves are not fully agreed as to this. It may 
" beveryclearin the General, Thar it was the 
work of ſome time and Pains, to bring the 
rights of Patronage , tothat Form and Con- 
ſiſtence 
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ſiſtence in which they have been exerciſed 
over the Chriſtian Church. Patronage was 
not an Inſtitution, That was framed and re- 
ccived and perfected at one daſh. Ir is alſo 
yery certain that ab [nztio non fuit, It was not 


fo much as heard of, in the pyre and pramitive 


times, bur hath been by ſmall and inſenſible 
degrees dropt and ſown, inthe field of the 
Church by the Z£zemy, among other T ares, 
while men were Aſcep, that is while the 
Church was unawars, and not 
ſo watchful as need was; fo that 
its lirtle wonder the particular time of the 
Entry of this power bs hard enough to be con« 
deſcended upon. 


VI. Ir may likewiſe be yery clear, That 
ſince the foundation ot Patronage, was the 
Building or doting of Kirks , and that theli- 
berty, of fuch Building and Doting, was not 
much allowed, and perhaps leſs practiſed , be- 
fore the times of Con/tantire the Great, which 
was about the begining of the fourth Century ; 
I ſay,trom this it may be clear that before Coz 
(tantime's time, the priviledge of Patronage 
could not be introduced, 


VI1I. And tho' ſome may alledge that inthe. 


Matth. 13, 25, 


A3;. year... 
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year of Chriſt TCCC. The fifth Council of 

wed Carthage, and thcreatter 
Can. 9. Council. Mile, in the year CCCClI. ihe 
2i4an. Can. 16, Council of H:ilan , both 
in the times of the Emperors Honors 
and Arcadius , did deſire of the Emperors, 
that there might be ſome Per /ors conſederable 
for wealth and Piety, appointed for defence 
of che (.hurch, in her Rights, and goods or pa- 
trimony,ayain!t ſuch as ſhould atrempr, any 
Invaſion upon them 5 and that thoſe Per/ons, 
came atre! wards topet the name of '/ atrons 
or dctenJers of the Church: Yet theſe are 
not the Patrons we arc Inquiring after. 

V1II For as this fort of Patromage was 
to be managed rum proviſiume Eprſcoparnm, 
by rhe Advice and Conſent of the Paitors and 
Oilice- bearers of the Church; fo it was no- 
th:ng clſe bur a branch of the Magiſt.ates 
Cumulat've Power, c:rca \acra, and only tor 
detence of the Churches Patrimony, apainit 
Sacrilegious Miſapplicaticns, and no way con- 
cerned with the Call and EleRion of the Mi- 
niltry : nor ha] this ſort of Parrorage any 
Privarive, or Negative Intereſt, in their Sti- 
pends or Majntenance Neither were theſe 
Patrons, accounted Church Offtcers,as the Ca- 
nonitls will have the Patrons we are enquiring 
atcer to be ; nor weictnofe Brpops then Pa- 

ons 
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trons themſelves, becauſe they were a part of 
the Church that was to be defended. E7 ne- 
279 poteft efſe ſfibr patronus. Their truſt was 
with the Church's conſent, Ele&#:ve and not 
Hereditary, and much leſs purchaſable tor 
m01ey as a part of a mans privat patrimnmy, 
and Fortune. I conceive it will be needlcſs, 
to add any thing, farther, upon the difference, 
thar is ſo palpably evident berwixt theſe and 
our pretended Patronapes, tho'1t may be ſaid, 
thar this Inſtitution was in ſome reſpe& the 
foundation of theſe patronages we are in 
{carch of, if we conſider thar as at the firit ap- 
pearance, this was a truſt init ſelt not diſcom- 
mendable,bur rather in ſome caſes neceſlar and 
uſeful; fon after times it did by /rrre and /:t- 
tle degenerat into this pretended right of Pa- 
fronage we areto treat of, ro the ſubverſion 
ot the Liber tres of the (Chriſtian © hirch. tor 
whoſe defence in the Lawful cnjov men. ot her 
Patrimoiy, it was at firſt introduced And 
it may lik-wife be obſerved that thoſe perſons 
at the time of the Councils cited, were not cal- 
led 'Patr-ns, but only Eccieharum HDefenſs- 
res, © Ecclifharum Exiquuto- ' . 
x Vide Carany, ſumm 
res, vel Advocatt; which clear- concil. folio 126. 
ly ſhews the Nature of that & folio 146. 
truſt, ro have been vaſtly difterent trom the 
right 'of patronage, as it was afterwards 
practiſed, A+ IX. But 
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IX. Butin rhetime of rhe Emperor 7u/{in1- 


an. ahour the middl. of the ſixth Century.there 


appears fome clearer {Lincaments of the rights 
ot Patromage; as in the No- 
0] 57. and Novel. x2; yet c- 
ven at this cime, ic is vaſtly ſhort 
of chart an. it aticrwards came to, under the 
protectionof the Canon Law, and many are 
ot opinion that at this time, this Power did nat 
exrend any farther, than ro the preſentaticn 
of the Minores Cleric (asthey were callcd } 
and that it hadnointerelt, inthe £27151 of 
the Paf/ors and Governours of the Church 
(who were then «-r +;e4:9 termed Fpr/copt ) as 
they think is clear trom the x 2 3 Novel, where 
itis appointed, ut ad Eleftronem Epr/cops con- 
venurent omnes Clerici © Pramores Cruita- 
715: $0 that it by the Rulcs of Analogy, we 
may beallowearo draw this power of preſen- 
tation or Commendation, as it was called, but 
not a /:#5 etigend;: and apply it to our times, 
it will have place, in the Election of none 
of the Office bearcrs of the Chureh, bur 
only in that of .\eadcrs, Precentors, Schoolma- 
ſters, Beddels and the like : For theſe arc the 
Om-ers th t correſpond tothe Hmnres Clert- 
c:of thatrime Andrhence they conciude, that 
i caa neve: be proven, that betore the year 
DC. Patro! zge had any intereſt in the Ca, 
of the Pa#iy s 0; the Church, N%. 
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X. But bethisas irw.ll, iris pretty clear, 
that before theſe Novels, there was nothing 
like the priviledges of patronage in uſc: that 
right being notſo much as once named, in all 
the tormer Laws of the Roman Empire, 
which were reduced and Compyled into a 
Body, by the ſame Emperor. And all the 
mention that is made ot it in the Novels, is but 
in fome few, to witt in the x. 57. 67. 123. 
and 131 This may yet farther appear, from 
the very terms of pra /entatio advocate, guar 
dias babere &c. which have not the leaſt ſcent 
of the d.,eculs puriorts latinitatts. 

Xl Andas the privileiges of Patronage, 
were late of entring into the Empoirc, fo cer- 
tainly they have been ſome conſiderabletime 
in uſe inthe Empire and Church of Xome,be- 
torc they have been brought thence,and ſertled 
in Scotland, 

XII Buthethetime of the entry of Pa- 
tronage what it will, chat w _ chi ſccms to have 
give enrhe farit riſs 20d vccalionts it, was, the 
build:17 of A 'Tks and Meeting places tor the 
publick wort! £ Oi G4, or the alOCaong and 
giving 27174 tobuia them on, or laſtly the 
Miortfiratio or iealement of a Here/ice or 
CONEGNE 4c — on fuch as thould forve 
the Urre thergat: tor upon ſuch acts the Foun- 
ders of Nuks gow” Benegitccs did 2J;me, or as 
others 


xo Of*hePatronage of Kirks, SeR. I. 
others pretend, did Re/erve tothemſelves and 
their heirs in all time thereatter, a priviledge 
and power, to nominat and preſent thoſe 
who ſhould lerve as Paſtors atfuch a Kirk, 
and a ſole Power of giving them a legal Rrghe 
& [:tle,to the Rents and profirs of the Living 
durirg their /ncambency And that even alJbe- 
itſuch founders had nor built the whole Kerb, 
or ſettled the whole benefice, bur only a part 
of them : for rhe Canoniſts maintain, that he 
who builds but One corner ot a Kirk, hath a 
right ro the patronage, as well as he thar 
builds the other 7 hree. 

X111, Manyofthe Canoniſts do grant, 
and itis very clear trom the Canon law itſelf, 
that the patrons did at firſt aſſume this privi- 
CE ledge,rather by the Connvuance 
238. a. z  Otthe Church, thanby herex- 

| preſs and deliberate Conſent, 

and far leſs by her po/arzve appointment and 
Inflituttm, And even the Councilof Trent 
does acknowledge, rhat in many caſes, 7s 
patronatus ex uſurparione quaſitumeſt, The 
Patron on thc one hand, counting this privi- 
Concil, Trident, 1e9gN tobe his due, inpoint of 
ſelf. 25. decerer. de MEtIT and celert, and Jooking 
Reforn:. cap.9- ypon it as rio ſmall degree of 
unthankfulneſs, in the Church, to gain ſay or 
oppoſe his claim to it. . And the Church it 
may 
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may be alſo, thinking it hard on the other 
hand, in point of gratitude, to refuſe it: fince 
the defignot this priviledge, primo intutn, 
might appear to reach no tarther, but to pre- 
ſerve ſome memory of ſuch good and pious 
deeds, thar the Benefattors might not ſeem to 
have utterly loſt, what they devoted 'or pious 
uſes: it being indeed hard enovgh, at the firſt 
ſizhr, ro diſcern, berwixt plauſible corruptions, 
and :ruly uſctul inſtitutions [xter tr iticum © 
lol:um (fayes Jerom ) Qnamarn m herba est ; 
& nondum culmus yet ad Spicam, grandts 
Stmilitudo © imnadiſcernendo aut uulia, aut. 
peratifirils diſtantia 

So that by ſuch concurring circumſtances 
of ambition, onthe Patrons part, and of in- 
deliberate favour on the part of the Church, 
atatime, when, the myſtery of iriquiry, had 
alrcady wroughtro ſome ſort of perfection, 
( foreven inthe Apoſtles days it had begun to 
wo:k)and when Superſtition and Corruption, 
as well in Worthip and Doctrine, _ rſt. «> 
as in Morals, was muca advan- 
ccd, and humane Inventions were creeping 
in apace. into theroom of the ordinances of 
els Chriff; thz Church was by degrees 
robbed of her Spiritual Priviledgcs, that the 
aſpiring humours of the great ones, might 
be Gratified with her ſpoils, and that theic 

&Icat» 


12 Of theParronageof Kirks, Sc, 1. 


greatneſs might, under the ſpecious and plau. 


ſible Title of the Churches Patrons and De 


fenders,appear vith the more luſtre and ſplen- 
dor before Men: Itbcingeſteemed no ſmall 


Addition to their Ronour, and to the Intereſt 


they had over i*eople, asto their Bodies and 
Temporal Concerns, robe likewiſe inveſted 
witha priviledpe, that in a manner gave them 
a prehemincncc, over Pceopl's Souls and Spi- 
ricual intereits; to thar depree, that no Mi- 
niſtcr, withour the Patrons exprefs and po- 
fitive warrand and appointment, might have 
acceſs to ſerve in Sacris, at ſucha Kirk, or 
havealegal Righrand Title, rothe rents and 
profits of a Benefice, tho” all others intercſſcd, 
wereſatisficd tothe fu!l, with his ſuſhiciency, 
good Bchaviour and faithful diſcharge of the 
duties of his function. 

XIV. 't kcfc and many other Corruptions 
of this Nature, the Lord in his righteous Judg- 
ment, did permit'in the times of Darkneſs, 
as tending rointroducc and k<ep up, an Igno- 
rant fruiticſs and Idle Miniſtry ,that ſtudied to 
be pleaſcrs of men and ſervants of their Luſts, 
(elpecially ot thoſe ot their Patrons ) that 
thereby , he might juſtly punith the World , 
for not receiving the love of the truth. And 
Particulariy ro puniſh, the unſawtul inva- 
ſions, made by the corrupt Church- men and 


Clergy 


Y as 4a a Alſton is —_ 


at 
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Clergy of theſe times, upon the civil Powers; 
permitting them, ro picy on each others 
Rights and Priviledpes, Jure qa/1 bellt,ac lege 
talionts, till at length the whole trame of 
Church and itate, was turnzd toa Babel of 
Confuſion, and Egyptian Darkneſs. And tho' 
the practiſing of ſuch uſurpations, over the li- 
bertics of the Church, might ina time of dark- 
ncſs, be looked upon , as a {inof Ignorance 
or weakneſs, yet in ſuch times ot light, as 
God hathſerusin, it muſt certainly bea fin 
of a higher nature and Degree 

XV. The Super£7:ton of theſe times, ſtill 
advancing, and particularly, that Anti-evan- 
gelical Opinionof Merz, taking daily deeper 
root, the Clergy ( as they mult beſtiled) 
werenota wanting, tofith in theſe muddie 
Waters, and ro make their beſt uſe of that 
occaſion, by inſinuating thamſelves, upon 
weak and well meaning People, ({clpecially in 
the time of rhcir Sickneſs ) ro make them part 
yery liberally, with their goods and pollelli. 
ons, torthe ſervice of the Church, and pious 
uſes, as they termedit. And they did foter- 
rifie them, with the fears of Purgatory and 
Damnation for their Sins, on rhe tic hand ;; 
and flatter them, with the hopes of In.,ulgen- 
ces, pardon of fins and Praycrs {or their 
Souls, and the honour they would ace 
quire 


- 


inaſhorttime, the poor Peoples blind and ſu- 
perſtitious zeal, was ſcrewed toſuch a pitch, 
as nothing was ſooner asked ( eſpecially if not 
to take effect rill after their Dcath ) than it 
was given: Sothat as the Apoffleſayesin 
a different caſe, they would have 
pluckt out therr very eyes, for the 
ſervice of theſe rapacious Vultures. 

XVI. This is a Truth fo inconteſtable, 
that the civil Powers in the moſt of all Chri. 
ſtian States, found themſelves under an ab. 


Gal. 4. 15. 


ſolute neceſſity, . to p-ut ſome ſtop to ſuch a | 


Torrent of ill diſpoſed Charity, as was likely 


to terminate in the Settling of the whole 


Lands and Poſlefſions, within their Territo- 
rics, Inthe hands of a ſort of Men, thar de- 
pended upon a Foraign Power, and preten- 
ded toanexemprion and independencie, from 
the Civil Authority of the States they lived 
in: As among many other Inſtances, that 
might be given, may appcar from that one 
Law in our own Nation, prohibiting the dif- 
poſal of Lands or Heritages by Perlons on 
Death-bed, | 


XVIL. Ic 
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uireto themſelves and their Poſterity, by 
{ich good Deeds, onthe other hand; that. 


-] Se. L. It's Original. I5 
' XVI. Itis well obſerved by the Noble 4# 
P/e//is, that when rhe Chriſtian Do. 
Qrine and Religion began ro be cor- ;,",,,2 1. 
rupred in the Subſtance, People en- rium inqui- 
deavourcd to cover their detection *#: 
by retaining the Shadow, and ro ſeem as Reli- 
_ giousasever, by building of Kirks, Chappels 
&c And that in Actions of this nature, the 
worſt of Men, were ordinarly the moſt forward 
and devour, that thereby they might obliccrat 
| the memory of their former vicious Lives and 
Practiſes, both in themſelves and others. This 
iS indced a clear Paraphraſe, upon our &1-fed 
Sawionr's charge againſt the Scribes and Pha- 
' rrſees, That they tithed the crit ani the 
: EAnniſe, and omitted the werghter Matters 
of the Law, Fudument, Mercy, 
& Fath. 70 WL Eng 
XVIII. Things being brought to this 
aſs, it is little wonder, that the humour of 
building and dotini « f Kirks, began to increaſe; 
and the number ot Patronages by conſe- 
uence, to multiply : ſo that in a ſhorttime, 
few Kirks or Congregations, waited fome 
one or orher for their pation. And many times 
when Patronapge could not be claimed , up: n 
the account of the building or Goring of Kitks, 
there was ſtill ſome body tound , wio under 
the lcaſt ſhadow of Reparations or ocherwile, 
and 
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and in detaulr of all, the Pope of Rome, as! I 


pretending himſelf, to be patron Supreme, 
Paramount and Univerſal of all Kirks ; and 


fince the Reformation in this Church, our 
own Kings, as caming into the Pop's place | 


{ which by the way, is none of the molt ho- 
nourable Succeſlions ) aſſumed and uſurped 
this Vriviledge. So thatin a ſmallrime, the 
Corruption was little leſs rhan univerſally 
ſpread. | 

XIX. Pcfore we leave this Head, we 
may obſerve, that as that _/nt:chreiſtian 
Church of Rowe, hath in moſt ot her Inſtiru. 


tions, till endcavoured to adyance her own 
ſplendor and greatneſs, and her uſurped Do- 
minion, over the Church and Conſcienc=s of 


God's People,by an afteted imitation of theſe 
intereſts, which the Secular powers of the 
Earth, have aver the civil rights of their $ob- 


jects, expreſly contrare tothe Precepts of our ' 


blelicd Lord, Luke, 22, Which in this caſe 
> deſerveavery ferious and ſpecial 
© the 21. Marr, conſideration; ſo particularly,this 
' 20 25, in{titurion ot Patronage, hath 
been fixed or continued and improven, to 
make ſome fort of a reſemblance and parallel, 
inthe Church, tothat of Feudal Superiority 
and Vaſſulaze, in uſe betwixt great Menand 
their tollowers. This ſeems to be pretty was 


V 
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Sg} ly intimate, by the very word Beneficium, 


which in its more proper accepration, figni- 
fies the ſame thing with Feudum, or apgrant 


' of Lands, by a Superior to his vaſſal, for mi- 


\ litary ſervices; tho' by a kind of /ntmomajia, 


that firſt ſignification, be in a manner now 
wholly diſuſed, and the other of a Spiritual or 
Church living, commonly if nct or ly. under- 
ſtood thereby. And hence it may be obſer- 
yed, that as Patronage was fixed, or con: inu- 
edand improven, in imitation of Fendal $u- 
perzwrities, fo a5 toorder of time, its firſt vi- 
gor was not, till afrer the teucal Inſtirution; 
For the Yandals ( who gave the riſc tothe 
Feudal Contraff ) took the City of Rome, 
aſter the middle of the fifth Century. 1 his may 
I:kewiſe confirm what was formerly hinted, 
thar till the year DC, the Intereſts of Patro- 
nage, inthe FE /ef7:on and Mamtenance of the 
Paſtors of the Church was not known. 


_—  — 
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SYTT. I 
. CA general View of the Rights of 
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'T He Canoniſts write of Patrons, as per- 


ſons in ſome kind ot office, & haying right 
B to 


—_ 


to aſort of Siipend. The rights they aſcribe 
to them are ſhortly rhcſe 
[. Firſt a Fans Honorr1ficum, whereby the 
patron, had power to nominate the Paſtor, 
and give himright to the Benefice, and to have 
a ſplendid and Stately Scat, and a Burial place, 
in the Kirk; and a right of precedency, a- 
mong the Clergy, in folemn proceſlions, vi- 
firations &c. In which they could nor lay 
aſide, their Prideand Vanity, in their very 
neareſt approachcs ro Gcd, in going about 
the Duties of his worſhip and ſervice: Nor 
in the moſt humbling Circumſtances ot 
Death and Burial, And how ſuitable ſuch 
practicesare, tothe faults, of the Scribes and 
Math. 22, 6,  Phariſces, whodid ah their 
Mark 12, 38. Works tobe ſeen of men, and 
James 2, 1,2,3,4 loved the uppermoft Rooms 
at fealts, and the chief ſeats m the Synagogues, 
and greetings in the mercat place, andto 
be called of men Rabbi Rabbi; for which, 
our Saviour fo ſharply rebukes them, any 
man may eaſily ſee+ By this Jus honorrficum, 


The "Patron had alſo his name and - Arms; 


and other badyes of Monour, cur, engraven, 
or painted upon the entry, or walls of the Kirk, 
And upon the Bells, Chalices and other U. 
renſils. Andalfo was :9mmatrim mentioned 
inche publick Prayers of the Church , which 

alt 
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the Apoſtles phraſe it ) Nominat 


are all phariſaical Fancies of the ſame 
Nature. | | | 

I. Secondly, they aſcribe rothe Patron, 
a Jus Utile, whereby it b&, or lis Poſterity 
became poor, and could nor live a/-4nde, they 
were to be entertained and alimenred, our of 
the Church Revenues, as ſome ſort ofa re- 
compence and retribution, for their having 
gratified the Church, by building and Erec- 
ing ofa Kirk, or mortitying a maintenance 
for the Incumbents. 

II. Thirdly a Jus Onero/um, whereby the 
Patron (as the Canoniſts tell us ) was ob- 
lidged, to repair the Kirk, and defend its 
Rents, from Dilapidations and Miſapplicati- 
ons, 

IV. Tohaveyeta more Diſtin& view, of 
this pretended Right of Patronage. eſpecially 
as it hath been practiſed in this Church, theſe 
particulars, among others, may be' con- 
ſidered. 

Firſt, that the Right of Patronage, Im- 
porred a priviledge -ro /ook out ( as 
and E/ef?, the Perſon who ſhould —_—y 
be Paſtor, at ſucha Kirk. Ilay, to F/ef, for 
all that precceds Tryal and Admr/ſion, Is 
that which is properly called Ele:9n, as 
we ſhallſee inthe ſequel of this diſcourſe. 

B 2 V. Next 


V.' Nextit Imported a power, to make 
this nomination and klection, without being 
tied or oblidged, to acquaint, or Conſult 
with either paroch or Presb;try, or even (dur- 
ing prelacy ) with the Byſhops themſelves, 
who were Ordimars of the Diocy,: in which 
the Kirk lay. Andeven, tho' the Lord in his 
providence, were offering the occaſion of a 
Perſon more worthy, and better qualified for 
the charge, yet the Patron might nominar, 
and preſent, the Perſon, whom he at his 
pleaſuce had looked out, to the Presbitry or 
Prelates whenin power, And require them 


by Law, yea charge them under the pain of 


Rebellion, ( as the term is) To try and 
PII en admi: him, as Miniſter of that 
Expt. = Kirk, if he were but fonnd, inthe 

leaſt meaſure Externally quali- 
ficd, according to the letter of the Church 
Laws and Canons, for the Office of a Paſtor 
in general; without any reguard of his being 
fic and proper for that particular People, or 
any other conſideration: and that tho” the 
whole Congregation concerned.ſhould expreſ- 
ry declare their diſſent, from the Patron's No- 
mination and Election. and had their cyec up- 


on another, indiſpurably more worthy and, 


proper tor the place, and much more accep- 
table ro them. 
VI. The 
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V I. The right of Patronage, did alſoim- 
port the Priyiledge of giving the oniy Legal 
Right and Title, rothe Patlors maintenance, 
for ſerving the Cure at ſuch a Kirk ; ſo thar if 
a Miſter lawtully Called and ordained, had 
entered to the Kirk, and had proved never 
ſo laborious, {aithtul and ſucceſsful, in rhe diſ- 
charge of his Duty ; Ye: unleſs his entry had 
been by the Patrons exyreſs nomination and 
election, he might ſtill claim and exerce ane- 
gative intereſt, ro ſtop and interrupt the Mi- 
niſter, in the peacable poſſeſſion and enjoy- 
ment of his maintenance, till he took and obs 
tained a preſentation from him ; andthat the 
Patron was not oblidyed to give him, but at 
his own pleaſure, and on his own conditions. 

VII. Thirdly, the priviledges ot patro- 
nage, deſcended from thoſe who were the firſt 
Founders or Doters of a Kirk, or had other 
wiſe right to the patronage, from Father to 
Son, tc, according tothe common Degrees 
of Blood, and Rules of Succetlſion, without 
the leaſt diſtintion, whether the next Heir 
were capable ro manage ſuch a Truſt, and 
to make a right choiſc of paſtors or not: yea, 
tho' the next Heir were a Woman , whoſe 
Sex, and many Infirmities, both of Body and 
Mind, debarr her ( for the molt part,) from 
any me\ling in publick Affairs, even of a 
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much more in Ecclefiaſtical matters, in 


which the-word of God expreſly diſcharges 


the next Heirs ſhould be more thar' one, as 
in the caſe of Heirs porrioners,' in which, 
| Tin», And many other caſes, where 
+ T, 12, 
2 Cor. 14. 35, the patrons happened-co be ma- 
ny, they were cither to concur 
( at leaſt the major parr of them-) in the pre- 
ſentation, or otherwiſe they were to preſent 
alternts vicibus, conform to the Canon Law. 
C. 1. de jus Tranſ/mittitur hoc gus ad Here: 
Parronatut in. dos, nec interelt an plures Pa- 
front fat, (fceunns; dummodo ſt plures ſint, 
mn preſentando omnes, vel certe major eorum 
pars, im Eundem convenant ; ac puſſunt pa- 
front mmter ſe paciſcr, ut alternis vicibus 
ſingutt preſentent. This Right being ac: 
counred, a part of amans privat Patrimony, 
which he enjoyed. and had ſecured & convey- 
ed tohm, and his Heirs, inthe ſame manner 
as he had the reſt of his Fortune and Eſtate. 
VII. Next, noronly was this priviledge 
Tranſmitted, to ſuch as were the Patrons 
neareſt heirs, but alſo, rhoſe that were in- 
veſted, in thepreſent Right of ir, might and 
did, /ell and make over theſame, to whom 
ſocver they pleaſed, in the ſame manner, as 
they mightdifpoſe, of any other thing, that 


her-ro be admitred to any voice: yea, tho! 
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fell within the C ompaſs of their Privare 
Patrimony. Andthat without making any 
Diſtinction berwixr the ſelling ot the Right of 
Patronage, alone, and by itſelt ( which the 


 Canomits themſelves acknowledge to be 


groſly S:monzacal) and the ſelling of che lands, 
to which the Patronaye is anncxcd; in which 
caſe rhe Canoniſts declare, it is Simony, 
to take 3ny Addition of price, forthe Lands, 
un the ac count of the Patronage annexed : 
which our Patrons did not 1n the lea(t notice. 
And the very Council of Trent it lelt prohi- 
bireth ſuch $alcs, under the pain of #xcom- 
munication, and forfeiture ot the Right of 
Pa:ronage, 0 be incutred f /o Concil : Trident 2 
fafto In this (to our ſhame it jej;; 24 decrer de 
muſt be ſaid ) the Papiſts reform: cp: 9. 
ſhew more Conſcience and tenderneſs. than 
our own Laws, and the moſt of our Pa- 
trons do. They allo diſcover morc tender- 
neſs, in reſpe&t of the perſons capable ro 
be inveſted with che right of Patronaye, when 
they maintain, that the patron looſech his 
Right, and the Ki:k becomes tree of the 
ſervitude, /z patrenus {it hereticus: whereas 
on the contrar our patrons, might and dil /e/Z 
their Rights, to any they plealed, yca even 
to Papiſts, and ſuch as were under the higheſt 
Church cenlſurces, 

IX, Farther, (asI have alrcady hinted ) 


they are termed) ortothe Pope, as patron 
Supreme , Paramount and Univerſal, andall 


other Parronages, "to which, another perſon, 
could not inſtrutt aſufficient right, were taken | | 
into che Kings hands, as ſucceeding to, and | 


coming in their places, and were by him diſpo- 
ſed upon, to whom he pleaſed, by rights un- 
der the Great Seal&c And ctherruthis , this 


is a ſortof ſucceſſion. very ſutable tothe | 
Kings other pretences of Supremacy, and | 


Headlhip of the Church, which in effe&t make 
hima new F'ope, in a reformed Church, Rex 
idem hommum Phebique Sacerdos, as it the 
deſign of the Reformation had nor been, ro 
ſeparate our ſelves tiom the unjuſt and anti- 


chriſtian power, uſurped over the Church, by , 


the Popes; but mcerly, to 7ransfer it, from 
{taly and the Biſhop of Rome, and lodpe it, 
in the perſon ofthe Prince, among ourſelves. 
And hence itis clcare , thattho* there he an 
ordinar diſtinition of Kitks, into elective 
and par anace, which ſome urge tor a conni- 
vance at 'Patronage; yet with us, there re- 
mains not the [eaſt (ſhadow, of an clective Kitk, 

in thc whole nation. 
X. Scycnthly the Canoniſts tell us, that 
the right of Patronage, was often granted, 
| Co) 
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on, did-belong to any Religious houſes (as. 
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i-" toluchashadnotin the lcaſt been Benefa- 
Ss: Rorstothe Church, inthe Erection cr dot- 
n ingotKirks; Andthat per modum ſpecialis 
Il previlegus, gratved bethc Pope, /olent e- 
1, gm fpotttifices, nonwnnguam ſe decretorum 
n; @Dommos, at Conditores oſtendere, That they 
d ' maylet the World fee, they are the ab/olute 
- Maſters, & anaccountavle Arbitcrs, alſe well 
-, asthe Makers of the Canons. 

S Xl. Eiglitly, the Canonitts alfo rell us, 
2 | thatthe patcon may commit and /x7ruF7, his 
| | power of preſentation, to any other ſpecially 
- authorized for thatcnd. And thus we have 
* | frequentlyſeen amony our ſclyes, the Fators 
] and Chamberlanes of Noblemen and others, 
| actbyvertue of ſuch Commzſions, in theſe 
maſters. 

XII. And laſtly, they alſo telius, that 
ſuch patrons, as arc preciſc. ly paſt ſeven years 
of age, and far more ſuch as are within mi- 
nority, may preſent by themſelves, without 
the advice or concurſc of their 7 utors and Cu- 
rators, tho' ſome of the Canonilts dorequire, 
that Tutors and Curators do it in their 
Name. 
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T he Opinion of our Reformers &Cc. concerning 
PATRON AG -E. 


I AC this corrupt cuſto m of Patronage, 
ſprcad o\erihe Churchinpgeneral, ſowe find 
the Church of Scorlandin particular, wanted 
not her ſhare jn the common Calamity. And 
accordingly we find this pretended Priviledge, 
zcalouſly witneſſed againſt, by our worthy 
Reformers, who vigorouſly preſicd, for the 
removal of it. And we find alfo that otl. cr 
Foreign Churches, were ſenſible of the bon- 
dage,che C hurch lay under, by theſe priviledg- 
es. | cannot ſtay to infert reſtimonics at 
large, the Reader may tully tatisfie binfſclf, 
in the matter, if he will bc at the pains to 
7 Book of Difci- look over the ficſt and ſecond 
p'in bead 4 Bucks of Diſcipline, of this 
2 Pook of Diſci. / 

Mincap. 3. »d Church, the Acts of our general 
12, Gen.afſemb. Aſſemblics, and the Acts ottl.e 
je er qe ny Famous Synod of Dore. As tor 
ſeſs. 5. the opinion ot particular Divines 
net erdrace® the? they have but very little 
mcdled with cheſe Matters, vet when ever 
they touch them, they declare them 1o be 

a 
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a very grievous and burdenſome uſurpati- 
on, asinſome meaſure we may haveoccaſion 
to ſee, inthe following part of this Diſcourſe. 

II. And truly no leſs could be expected 
from men ot ſo much Picty ans Zeal, for the 
Glory of God, and the Intere'ts | 
of his Church, fince-cven rhe <—eRehemanul 
moſt corrupt aſſembly that cver de Refor. cap. g. 
mett, I mcan the- Counci! of Je Shoprngag 

: e Refor.cap.1z 
T rent, is forced toacknowledge, & 13 & jeſs. 
the great prejudice, rhe Church 2+. vr. - 
ſuſtains, by the Rights ot Patro- NE Tei 
nage, as isclear from what is al- cap. 68. 
ready hinted. and from their other decrees, in 
theycats 1551 and1563. Andbeforethemn 
the provincial Council at Mentz1n Germany, 
in the year 1549, was very ſenſible of the in- 
juſtice and oppreſſion, ot theſe Privileges: 
as we may have occaſion to mention here. 
after. 

III. But after the Shaking that theſe 
Rightsof Patronage got, at our Reformation 
from Popery, the alteration of that comcly 
and ordcrly Church Government, inſtituted 
by 7e/as Chrift, and which wereceived both 
with Chriſtianity itſelf, and in aſpecial man- 
ner, with our ficſt Reformation trom. Antz- 
chrti ſtian darkneſs, and under which, fo ma» 
ny abuſes, both in Churchand State, = 
) 


purity and plenry of Goſpel Ordinances, with 
a moſt wonderful Succeſs eſtabliſhed ; The 
alceration. 1 ſay, of this our Presbitcrial Go+ 
vernment, into Prelacy , gave this Corrupri- 
on, and many others new Root. For un- 
der prelacy a Government ficlt and laſt 
violently obrruded upon this Church, 
contrary to the inclinations of the Nati- 


on, without any warrand from the word *' 


of God, or example cither inpure anciquity, 
or other reſotmed Churches abroad, for no 


other end, but ro bear down, the juſt and ne- | 


ccſſary Liberties of the Church, in the re- 
proof of ſin, and inthe Exerciſe of diſcipline, 
and to be ſubſervient tor carrying on, the bad 
deſigns ofa corrupr court party, tor enſlaving 
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ſo happily taken away, and fo much of the * 
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of both Church and State. and conitantly at- | 


tended, with a moſt Viſible and General de- 


fecion, both in Worſhip and Morals. Under 


this Prelacy it was, that this and many other 
corruptions,and ſuperſtitions, were vigorouſly 
advanced and ſupported The Prelats leaving 
no means uneſſayed,to inhaunce all the Patro- 
nages they could in their own hands, or inthe 
hands of ſuch, as would contribute their pow- 
er and intereſt, ro promote the deſiyns then 
on foot, for enſlaving this Church and Nation, 
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under a yoak of Bondage and Supcrltition, and | 


to | 
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to keep out all ſuch, from any acceſs tothe 
Work ot the Miniſtry, as were in the leaſt 
ſuſpected, of adeſire to crols theſe ill d.ſigns: 
ſo that atlength, the Right of Parronaye, be- 
came ſo rooted and fixed, and ſo twiſted and 
inter-woven, with other ſecular and civil in- 
tereſts, that it wasexpreſly ayowed and plead. 
ed for, aSa partofa Mans private Patrimso- 
 y, the Rights whereof he had ſettled and 
confirmed to him and bis herrs attcr him, as 
theſe of his other eſtate, by Charters under 
the Seals &:. And might Lawtully fcll and 
diſpoſe of ir,co whom he thought fir, as well as 
the reſt ot his Fortune: And-from which he 
could nor be excluded, without the higheſt in- 
Jury and injuſtice. 

I V. Theſe Exorbitancies of patronage, al- 
ready mentioned, with many others too tedi. 
ousto relate, ( wherein our Patronages, are 
many times very different ?9 the worſe, from 
theſe in the Canon Law ) a man in reaſon 
would thiok, might be ſufficient wichout any 
farther enquiry or debate, to determine us a- 
pgainſt ſuch a Priviledge. Burt ſince this (as 
well as other corruptions ) isto this day, by 
fome perſons, with ſo much heat and vche- 
mence aſſerted, and defended, rho'thejuſtice 
of the publick Authority of the Nation, in 
aboliſhing theſe privilegges was in the year 
I049, 


dially acquieſccd unto by the moſt of thoſe, 


who had the largeſt ſhare of them: T ſhall 


therefore 1n the next place, according to the 


method propoſed, withall the plainneſs and | 
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1649, and ſeveral years thereafter very cor- | 


brevity 1 can, enquire into, andexamine the | 


Grounds, which are, or may be adduced, tor 


a Foundation to the Rights of Patronape, | 


which will yet farther diſcoyer the injuſtice 
and unwarrantable burdenſomneſs of this pri- 
viledpe. 

V. I hope Inced not advertiſe the Reader, 
that it is not my deſignto fix the puilt of all 
the abuſes, with which I charge this preten- 
ded Priviledge, upon all the Patrons in the 
Nation: I know many ot them are, and have 
been, very pious and worthy Ferſons, and 
have been honoured, even in that capacity 
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todothe Church very good ſervice, by look- 


ing out of honeſt and fairhtul Miniſters, in 
ſome times of defection. Bur after all {muſt 
in this diſtinguiſh, berwixt the 7nrentro Ret, and 
the znrentio Perſone, or betwixt the tenden- 


cy of the Inſticution itſelf, and the honeſty |- 
of ſome Men, that have managed the ſame; | 
it being the Law of God, and toe Principles ; 


of Juſtice and Reaſon, and not men's Inten- 
tions, that ſpecify their Actions to be good, 
or bad, as is very cvident ( to inſtance no far- 

ther 


? 
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\ ther) in the caſe of -_Aaror's Golden Calf, 


' Which they intended for the 


and Jeroboam's Calves at Dan and Bethel, 


: Exnd. 32. 45 Rom” 
rrue Worſhip of the God of y => rg _ 


' Tfratt, and yerrthe Spirit of 10. 7. Atte7. 41, 


i Kivgs 12, 28. 
2 Chron. 11. 15. 


God tells us, it was for the 
Worſhip of Devils, ( which | 
clearly overthrows all the Je/wtick quibbles, 
abour a right intention) And I muſt alfo 
fay, that all the good thar ever the Church 
had, or can have by the Right of Patronage, 
can never counteryai) the trouble and dam- 
age-it hath occaſioned. 


SECT EY. 


The Ground and Argument for Patronage, 
from a Reſervation by the firſt Foun 
ders, Examined. 


I. THe firſt, and main, if not the only 
Ground, that with any colour of :ca- 


| fon can be urged, for a Foundation to the 
| Rights of Patrronage, is this; That it ſeems 


molt unduriful and unreaſonable, to deny thar 
Privijedpe, ro ſuch as have deferved fo well 
of the Church, b build:ng of Kirks, and be- 
ſtowing of a conſtant Maintenance, on ſuch 
as 


ſuch favours, for the future. 


II. IlhisbeingasI have ſaid, the maia | 
ground, that canbe urged in this matter, I ; 
ſhall rake the more pains diſtinly to diſcuſs | 


It, 


For anſwer then to the firſt part of the | 
pretence, from the Reſervation of Patronage, : 


by the firſt Founders, and Doters of Kirks 


and Benefices, Theſe things may be conſide. | 


rcd. 


IL. Firſt, that if the Patrons will needs ſtand | 
upon this pretence, of a reſervation, may | 
we not on much betrer ground, retort, that! 


the Patrons have forfcited their rights, if they 
had any, by their not pertorming thele con- 
G:ttons, on whichonly (if we may believe 
the Canoniſts) the Pope, and other Biſhops, 


pranted, and the patrons accepred, the rights 


of Patronage? 0172 That the patron ſhould be 


oblidped, rowpholdand repair the Kirk, when | 


itis ike to fa?l,orproves ruimous. 2. That he 
ſhould be oblidged ro rebuild it,it it were bur nt 
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as ſhould ſerve the Cure therear, and which 
priviledge at the time of thegran?, they ex- | 
preſly re/erved to themſelves, and their beers | 
after them, & whereof they accordingly have ' 
been ſolong in poſleſſion: and thar, if this privi- | 
ledge be deny ed, it will prove agreat diſcou. 
ragement, for any togratifie the Church, with | 


? 
i 


L 
: 
: 
o 
z 
4 
: 


Or 


( 


Set IV. The Reſervation of Patronage. 33 
' or ſhakendrwn. by an Karthquake &c. ;: Thar 
- | he ſhould beoblidged to defend the benifice 
| from being d:/aprdat or mi/applyed, and that 
' hethouldrake care, -that on all occaſions the 
' Paſtors were furniſhed, with a due mainte- 
- | #ance. Andas itis ſufficiently known, how un- 
2 | ſurablythe Patrons have acted to all theſe obli- 

|. gations, ſo the burden of the moſt, ifnor the 
1 wholcotthis charge, is by Law laid upon the 
[ | beretors and People of the reſpe*tive paroches. 
$ | IV. Next, I thall bur mention whar I 

; have formerly marked of the Patrons forfcirur 
> | of their rights, by the /2/e of their Patronages, 
» | .contrare to the Prohrbitions of the Canon 
S| Lawand the Council of Trext itſelf. 
| V. The Patrons muſt nor rake it ill robe 
| toldthatthepretence ofa 7e/ervation, unleſs. 
d! itbe produced, is but gratus dium, and can 
7 | neverbeſuſtained, as being againſt che gene- 
t' ral preſumption of liberty; whereas all Ser 
y wvituds, ſuch as Patronage is acknowledg- 
= edtobe, are never preſumed, but moſt be po- 
e Pſittvelyandevidentlyinſtiruffed. And there- 
,. forcletthem pretend what they will, 1 muſt 
S$| makeboldroask them, Yuomodn conſtat that 
e] everſucha Reſervation was made;ltthey can- 
n| nor produce ſomewhat elſe, beſide their own 
C| 


| aſſertion, wemuſt tell them, that den 
t; enxiſtentibus, © de non afpparentibus idem eſt 
Jy C Tudt 


ſame caſe, And there is no right or claim 
can be founded or ſuſtained upon either of 
them. ') 

VI Fourthly , it is very improbable, that 


atatime in which [gnorance did fo much a- | 


34 Of thePatronage of Kerks. Sect. IV. 
Fudicium: athing that 55 20 at all, and a thing | 
| that appeares not by evident progf, are in the | 
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bound. & that the moſt part of all Tranſacti- 
ons and Conveyances, even of the moſt impor- | 
tant rights, were performed, without the /n-. 
terpoſung of any at or deed im Writting : ule | 
and wort, anda fortof moral honeſty. being, | 
the beF7 /ecurities any man had; Ifay, itis | 


bu1 


ng anddotiny ot Kirks, was managed in 


ſogood form, as to have any written ad or | 


Infrument, either tor the building or the dor- 
ing, or tor the Re/er vation of the right of Pa- 


vow improbable, that at ſuch a time , the | 
di 


OY OR 


tronage, upon that account. And conſe- | 
quently itis highly improbable, thatever ſuch 


fRejervations can be inſtructed, or pro- 
duced. And tis moſt certain, that in theſe 
times when Kirks were firit built, and bene- 
fices ſetled , the [gnorance, or if you will the 


ſimplicity, buthotthis, and many other Na. | 


tions, was ſuch, as we have deſcribed, and 
in ſome places con'inues io to this day,as(to in- 
ſtance no tarther ) may be fecen, in ſome of 
che rcmor corners of 9cordand, eſpecially theſe 
O 
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ofthe northern Iſlands, of Orkray & Zetlands 
where the Udal Rzzhts ( as they term them 
arc inuſe, and where Civility, Learning and 
good policy have not yet fo far prevailed, as to 
wear out thar old cuſtom. aibeir ir be worn 
out of molt of the other parts of the Land. 

VII. Fitthly, as we have formerly obſer- 
ved, the Righrof Patronage ar firlt, was ra- 
ther an after-Game, that creept m clandef{in. 
ly. and by ſtealth, upon the Church, than 
the effect of any poſerrve inſtirution, or of any 
expreſs reſeruution, made arthe time of the 

founding or dotmg of Kitks. And tho” there 
may be ſome Kirks and benefices, that in lat- 
ecrtimes, have been built and ſertled, fince 
Learning and policy began to flouriſh in ſome 
preater meaſure than formerly, whereof the 
firſt and orz2inal foundations, bear ſuch a re« 
ſervation; yet as the number ot ſuck will be 
found to be vcry ſmall, fo theſe can ſay 
nothing, for a ground to the Rights ot Patro- 
nage, # general. 

VIII. Sixthly it is undenyable, that the 
molt part of Patronagcs are grounded upon 
meer cuſtom, and frequent atts of freſent att- 
01, withour the leait pretence, to any re/er- 
vation of this nature 5 or they arc founded on 
ancient pre/criptiom pailt memory of man 
( and perhaps declaratory ſentences may be 

C 2 OD. 


obtained thereon as both our own Lawyers 


and the Council of Trent do acknowledge: and | 
thence that Council, Joth | 


Concil : Trident ſes: ; 
5% het 9: rationall y enough conclude, 
reform. cap 9. thatin many caſes 7#us p2- 


tronatus plerumque ex uſurpatione queſitum 
ef,chatis, that for the 'moſt partit is uſurped | 


without any warrand. And upon the ſame 
ground perhaps itis, that one of the moſt 
judicious of our own Lawyers, docs fomuch 


Sir.T : Hope, 2 


thatre/ervation, and toſuſtain the right of 
Parronage, according ro the courſe of our 


cuſtoms, which in this cafe wete founded upon - 


the Canon Law, before the Reformation, and 
were nor antiquat by any publick conſtituti- 
on long atter that time. 

IX. Seventhly, the Patrons ſhifting to old 
Characters and Impreſſions, upon the Kirk 
walls, Bells, Chalices and other Urenciles, 
for probation of their Rights, does clearly ac+ 
knowledge, they can inſtruft no ſach Ke/er- 
Tatin. | 

X. Eightly, the Canoniſts do grant, that 
the 
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inſiſt upon ane expreſs reſerva- | 
* tion, as neceſſar to the Conf7ts | 
futon of Patronage; tho? perhaps he may al- | 
low preſumprions of long poſſeſſion, frequent 
Acts of preſentation and Infeitrments from the | 
King, to be ſufficient in foro Zuridico, toinfer | 
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Seat. IV. 7 heReſervation of Patronage. ;7 
the Right of Patronage was ordinarly con- 
ſtitutre otherways than by ſuch Reſervations, 
when they tell us, thatthe Pope per modum 
privilegy, conferred this Right on whom he 
thought fir, tho' they had never beſtowed a 
Farthing upon the Church, as we haye marked 
inthe beginning ofthis diſcourſe. 

XI. Andlaitly, theſame Canoniſts do al- 
ſo acknowledge, that the Right of Patronape, 
hath bcen obrained many otherways, than by 
ſuch re/ervations:;for tho' the founders had ne- 
ver claimed the Right of Patronage in their 
own time, nor their Children after them; yet 
they tell us, thatthe founders poſterity, for 
ſome Generations after, might, and trequent- 
ly did,obrain a grant of the Right of Patronage, 
with the clauſe ex nunc,ut ex imnc&c. And it 
is little to be doubted, but that zz 7e antigua 
ſuch as this neceſlarly. behoved to be, the Pope 
and Roman Chancery werefrequently influen- 
ced by the intereſt and power of parties, and 
other By-conſiderations, to content them- 
ſclves with very ſlender proofs, cither as tothe 
perſons who were the Founders, or as tothe 
Relation of choſe who claimed the Right, upon 
the account of their propinquity tothem, e- 
ſpecially when no other perſon appeared to 
oppole their claime: and ir is very probable 


that! aSin many other caſes wicre Rights or 
C 4g ſen- 


befatisficd with a naked alledyance, as to both 


theſe points, wirhnurt any ia: ther, if there was | 
but the leaſt pretence of a yeneral Citation Ge, 


to infer contumacy tor not compearing. 


- 
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SHEET. VV. 
A farther exammation of this Reſervation, 
from its own Nature. and from the Na- 
ture of Pious and Charitable Deeds, 


I. UT nat toinſiſt any farther on theſe 


grounds, we may obſcrve inthe next | 
place, thar ſuch /e/er vations. tho'they were | 


clearly Initructedinall Parronages, and that 
other methods of conitituting theſe Righrs 


had nor been uled;y et theſe Rejervatiuns cane | 


not be hcre regarded. 'Foras Lawyers tcli us, 
unlawful Conditions adjected roagrant & any 
thing are null and incttcctual ; and chey dcli- 
vcritas arulc that cond:tro1ll:cita baberur pro 
non adjetta Andtheretorc ſuch a Ke/er vart- 
0% as this of the Right of Fatronage, in the 


foundation cf a Kr kor Henefice, being, in it | 
{elf a Sinful and unlawtul cond:r:0n,withour any 


Wairand trom the word ot God, contrare to 
the 
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ſentences are exped a/ente Keo, they might * 
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the Churches true Freedom and Intereſt, and 
inconſiſtent with, and deſtructive of theſe 
Spiritual Liberties and Priviledges conferred. 
upon her, by Je/as(.hriff, her only Head and 
Law piver ( as we ſhall fully demonſtrare in 
the ſequel ot this diſcourſe ) it mult be look- 


ed upon, as itit had never been made, nor in- 


tended either tobe claimed or praftiſed. Et 
quod ab mii nonvalut, tratlu tempor us con- 
valeſcere nequit.Vhat which was void and null 
from the beginning, can never be macc efte&u- 
al, by any trac or ccuiſe of time, how long 
ſoever- Sathar ancient poſſcſion, can be no 
berter Plea in this caſc, than it could be for 
many other unqueſtionably unlawtul and ſu- 
perſtitious cuſtoms, | 

II. Bur in the nextplace, irmay beobſer- 
yed, that who ever builds a Kirk. cr gives 
ground for thurtſe, or ſcrrles a maintenance 
on the the Incumbents he docs it cither. 

1. Per modum debiti, by way of dcbt or 
duty, or 

2. HeGoes it per modum E leemoſyn.e,That 
is by way ot Almes or free Charicy. or 

3 He does it, partly per modum debits 
and partly per modum {leemoſyne, partly 
the one way, and partly the other. or, 

4. Whichis worſe, he docs it trom a T'ha- 
ri/aical principle of Vain glory, and to be ſeen 
of Mcn, or, 5. Which 


5. Whichis worſt «fall, he does it out of 
an Opinion of Merit, thinking that he can 
thereby deſerve Lite and Happineſs at the 
Hands of God. 

11. To apply this diſtinction to our pre- 
ſent purpoſe, ler us conſider. | 

1. Theſe who has conferred ſuch good offices. 
on the Church, as the building ordoting ot 
Kirks, per modum debiti, arciuch as are He. 
rerors or ÞProprictars of the whole Lands 


and Rents, within rhat bounds, in which the. 


Kirk is ſituat, and for the benefit and conve. 
nience oft the Inhabitants whercof, The 


Kirk is built, or the Benefice ſeriled. And this 
fort of Benefattors do no more in this, but | 


what by the Light of Natare, and Law of 
Nations, and much more, by the Revealed 
IWill and Law of G44, and the Mumcipal 
Laws and Cuſtoms, of ttis.Chriſtian ſtate 
in which they live, they are « blidged, and 
might be legally compelled to do. 

LV. For as it-isa Principle acknowledged 
all the World over, that all reaſonable 
Crcatures, and much more Chriſtians 


ought not only privatly and in fecrer, by | 
themſelves and in their Families, bur al-+ 
lo, joyntly, ſolemnly and in publick, ro wors- | 


thip and adore, ti;ar Almighty Ged, whois the 
fic} fountam and author, and the Soycraign 
Loid 
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Lord and Arbirer, of their lives and beings, 
and their Sole and only Saviour from the guilr 
and puniſhment ot Sin : and on whom they 
muſt neceſſarly depend for every minvts pre- 
ſervation, and tor all their Temporal Happi- 
neſs here, and Eternal Happineſs hereafter : 
ſoin conſequence of this Natural and moral 
duty, they are alſo oblidged to have Temples, 
or large and conyenient Mecting places ( as 
the word ſignifies Templum guaſt teffum am- 
plum } for that end, where they may be cove- 
red and ſheltercd from thc injuries of the wea- 
ther, in going abour theſe dutics. As alſo 
in conſequence of the ſame duty, They are 
likewiſe oblidged, to ſettle a furable mainte- 
nance, on fuch as are ſequeſrate and ſer a part 
from all other Imployments, to atrend this 
Worſhip and Service, and to inſtruct their 
People inthe Myſteries of Religion. Ynando 
enim al!guid conceditur, id etiam conceds Us 
detur, (ine quo conceſſum ſubſiit2re non poteſt. 

And accordingly we find the practice of all 
Nations, in all ages, how barbarous ſo ever 
hath bcen ſutable hereunto. 

V. And therefore this being a Natural and 
acknowledged duty, the burden of it muff: 
neceſlarly be charged upon ſuch as havethe 
only intereff and proverty in the Lands and 
Rents, wichin that bounds: ſo that we may 
latcly 


thereby, that ( as our Bleſſed Saviour ſays ) 


when they have done all that «us 
Luke, 17. 


fitable Servants, and that they have done no- 
thins but what was their duty 


VI Next, ſuch Heretors and / ropreetars, 
tho' the whole charge does Naturally ly upon | 
them, yet chey have alwayes the concurrence, | 
of che reſt of the Inhabitants of the bounds | 
(rho' .heſe have no intereſt of propetty in the ! 
Lands) And thereby a Propor/tonaland per- : 
hapsa greater relezfe of the burden: So that ' 
ſuch Benefactors do not in that caſeſo much as 
theic duty oblidges them to do, and therctore | 


they do ſtili leſs deſerve ſuch a pr:viledge 
V1I. . Laſtly we do not find that any of the 
People or Princes of [racl ſuch as Dav:4,Jo- 
fomon &c; tor all ihe valt expence of treaſure, 
they laid out, upon the building and repair- 
Ing of the Temple at Jeru/alem once and a- 
gain, or upon the many Synagogues, that 
weieſpicd up and down the Land, ſome 


whereot were built, ar the privat charge of , 
ſingle perſons, And thoſe Strangers ! 


ze 715. and Foraignzrstoo, who were under 


nd 
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ſafely conclude, that ſuch Benefactors as ! 
thele, arc ſo thr trom deſerving ſuch a Pri-| 
viledoe over the Church, and her L:bertics : 


Commanaed them to do, they. 
muſt acknowledge themfclves, 7s be unpro-' 
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no obligation, by being born within the Land 


ſotodo; I ſay, we do not find. that any of thoſe 
Princes or people, tor all che -valt cxpence 
they werea:, didever lay claim to the leaſt 
ſhaddow. of ſuch a priviledge, in reference 
to the Call and Maintenance of the Officers 
of the Chnrch ; 

VIII. Andunderthe new Teſtament. we 
find as little mention of ſuch a priviledge ; for 
all the large poſſc.{ſions and donatives that 
were beſtowed by the taich- : 

| Als 4. 32: tothe end 
ful, upOn p1ous ulCS, > wor: 8: I'bilip: 4: 
were. given freely and Fen 15. 1. Cort 4: 
frankly , without referve. mY 
The practiſe of Anamarand Saphira, and of 
Simon Magus, do indecd look another ways 
Bur ſure Iam, neithe: their actions nor appro- 
bation, will incline any man that is nor alto. 
gerthcr deſerted of God, to an imitation of 
their example. The native uſe we are to 
make of theſe Beacons, ſo early ſetup in the 
Chriſtian Church, is to Caution us from 
Steiring near theſe rocks, on which they 
Split. : 

IX. The ſecond fort of Benefaftors menti. 
oned, v:2 thoſe who confer tavours on the 
Church, per modum Elcemoſynge, or by way 
ot purcalmes and trce Charity, are ſuch per- 
{ons as having no ciyilinterelt or citate —_— 
one 


44 Ofthe Patronageof Kinks, SeR.V,} g. 
the bounds, dobuild a Kirk, or dotethe ſame on 
with a maintenance more or leſs, meerly from | ,, 
a principle of Compaſſion to the people, who | ,p, 
dwell therein, and perbaps lyata great dil-  ,{ 
trance, or otherwiſe inconveniently, for other | (;, 
meeting places ot publick worlhip ; with a 
ſingle heart tor advancing the Glory of God, ,, 
and for promoting the ſpiritual intereſt and ' j. 
welfare of the Souls of his people. Theſe; , 
tho'they be the only p:rſons, that can be ſaid | ,. 
to conter real favour onthe Church, and ro! 1 
dotrue acts of Charity, and ſo may ſeemro| 5; 
have a much fairer pretence to claim the} ,y1 
Righr of patronage, than any of the other Be-! ,, 
nefactors, I mean the fir 7 Donors themſelves ” 
{ for as to herres and /urceſſors, they are terms} (jj; 
very unſutable in this affair. as 1 have already! £;c 
hinted , and (hall yer farther cleare,) yet with. ! þe 
all, we muſt (till conclude, that even thoſe! T] 
can be allowed no ſuch priviledge. th 

X. Firſt, becauſe the deſign and nature of ,, 
ſuch good deeds, can neverbe conſtructed ſo, th 
as to deprive the Church of her freedom of E- ſa) 
lection, which ſhe enjoy ed betore ſuch a grant: he 
For this would trucly bring thoſe Benctactors | xa 
under the guilr of adcſign of Robbery, which | 7 
is abſolurely inconſiſtent with, anddeſtructive ; pr 
of the nature and deſign of Charity. ne 

XI. Forit ſuch favours be rcally conferred | te 
on 
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V.! 
' onthe Church per modum pure FE leemoſyng, 


: or by way of pure Charity , there can be no- 
| thing more unſutable, tothe nature or defign 
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; ledge, asthisof Patronage be expected: For 
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of alms-giving , or more deſtructive of it than 


either to aſſume, or expet, a recompence 


of pt 6," or any other temporal reward; 
1 lefs can ſuch an enſlaving privi- 


almes as almes, look for no recompence or 


reward, from thoſe on whom they are beſtow- 
' ed, ſavethar of a blel- 


Job 31, 16 to 24 Job: 29, 
ſing from the Lord, tO 13, proverbs 19: 7. mat: 6 


whom Gifts of that 
nature areſaid to be lent, and who hath en. 


 gagedto repay them accordingly. And the or- 
 dinar reddendo of pia animarum ſuffragta, 
' from thoſe who receive the A/wmes, cannot 
! be otherways underſtood, in any ſound ſenſe. 
' Thus Job glories, that the Bleſſing of him 


that was ready to periſh, came upon him: 
And ſurely, he that cakes or expects any 0. 
ther return hath his reward ( as our Saviour 
ſayes) and can expe&t no other. So that 


* | he who by ſuch good Deeds, expects to ob- 


| tain either a Zus Urile, or a Jus Honorift- 
: cum, eſpecially that part of it, which is fo 
; prejudicial to the Church, vis. the Patron's 


; negative Intereſts, in the Election and Main- 


| tenance of the Miniſtry, ſeems to ſay as much 


ds 
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as that he neither is 79at chearful and liberal: 
Gruer , whom the Lord loves: nor that he: 
looks upon God, v ho hath promiſed to pay 
and requite him, to be a ſufficient Pay-ms 
ſter, and thercto:e that he will berake him 
felt ro a recompence, by this unſurable re- 
ſerve. ; 

X II. Secondly, That which is once given 
away, and conſecrate to the Lord tor pow 
Ules, is no more his that gave it, as is clex, 
frum the caſe of Ananias and Saphi, 
72, and therefore no man can ex: 
 pect to retain any privare Intereſt in it. Ir is6 
Xovel 1. de legantly ſaid by Emanuel Comments 
exec. Teſt. the Emperor, Chr:iſtum baveda 
ſeribere qurs videtur, cum parperibus ſubſtan 
tias ſuas diruidt pracipit: cum enum Mendican! 
accipit Chriſtus astat, ac una cumillo manu 
porrigtt: Ongtenus namg; inquit 1 OX Mmm: 
hiſce mers fratribus feciſtrs . mii feciſtts, &, 
That is a man ſeems todeſign Jeſus Chriſt tor 
his Heir, when he ordains his goods to bt 
diſtribute ro the poor, for when a beggar re 
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ccives Almes, Chriſt himſelt ſtands by, and 


ſtrercheth forth his own hand with him , ta 
in as much ( ſays he ) as you dd it to itt 
leaſt of my Brethren, you did it to me, &c. 
XI11. Bur to clear this yer tarther, it maj 
be obſeryed, that any Right a Patron can pre: 
ten 
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| Callcothe Miniſtry, and his faithful diſcharge 
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tend to givea Paſtor, to his maintenance, is 
quoad the Paitor, but a groundleſs prerence, 
and ſo a ſuper vacaneous and uſeleſs grant, the 
Paſtors Right to his maintenance, being ful- 
ly eſtabliſhed in his perſon, by his lawtul 


of it: So that unleſs the Patron will pretend, 
that he can put a Miniſter in a ir:tual ca- 

pacity, and ſoclaim the power of Ordinatzon, 

( which is indeed Chriſt's Power committed 
to his Miniſters). as well as that of EleRion, 
he can give him no right tohis maintenance, 
but ſuch as will bz ſuperfluous: For as abundan. 
714 non vitias, fo neither does ir ſtrengthen 
or confirm aright: And tho' what the Patron 
gives, ſhould be granted to be a confirmati- 
on, yet it can pive no new right, ( cou- 

firmatio enim nihl nou jures addit, fed ate 
tiquum jus tantum robor2t ) it being the 
Paſtors ritual capacity, and wa. 1o. 1o. cat. 
fairhful diſcharge of his duty, 6:6. :7im. 5.13, 
anJ that ozly, which gives hima tull and un- 
queſtionable Title to his Wages. 

XIV. Next it may be obſerved very Na- 
turally, that it what a man hath once given a- 
way anddevoted to the Lord, tor pious uſes, 
be no more his that gayc it, then certainly the 
founder of a benefice, cannot expect co terain 
to himſclf , and much leſs ro his heirs and fuc- 

ccliors 


true principle ot advancing the Glory of God, 
and a ſinccre motive of Compaſſion, to their| 
poor Brethren, that will /czers volens, wit! 
tingly and willingly, defirc or cxpect a Ptivi-; 
ledge, ſouſelels and yeriſo hurttul tothe inte. 
reſt of the Church, and the good of Souls.! 
| This were indeed a le in the EAppothtcaries! 


Oyntment, 


XV. Thethridſfort of Benefafors, to wit, 


thoſe who confer Fayours on the Church, 
partly per modum debiti, and partly per 10- 
dum Eleemoſyne, partly by way ot Cebt, 


and partly by way of almes, and free Charity, ;. 
are ſuch perſons as have fome civil intereſt 
and eſtate, within the bounds where the; 
Kirk lyes, but notthe whole. And therefore | 
their building or doting of a Kirk, is neither | 


wholly 
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ceſſors, a negative Intereſtin the maintenance 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, with ſo little ! 
uſe and advantage, and ſo much prejudice, to 
the Church. And cherefore tho' fuch Acts of 
Favour and Charity, as are frecly and gratui- | 
rouſly beſtowed on the Church, ſeem to plead 
more tor the Rights of Patronage, than ſuch! 
as are done, per modum debits, or for fatis- 
tyng of a Moral duty, and obligation, to which 
the Donoror Founder was previonfly engaged;! 
yetthereis none who perform ſuch Acts, our! 


if 
of the ſingleneſs of their Hearr, and from a! pe! 


an 


It 
a; 
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e | wholly Duty, nor wholly Charity , bur part 
! of both. They being indeed previouſly oblidg- 
| ed thereto, but are not oblidged ro doit alone, 
' and without the Concurrence «> the reſt of 
' that bounds, for bearing thcir ſhare of the 
' common Burden;ſeing he char ſo dots or builds 
: is but oneof many having intereſt. And thoſe 
| Benefactors can as lirtle as the former, expect 
; to be gratified with the Priviledge of Patro- 
;: nape, forthe Reaſons already mentioned. For 


if ncither he who acts in ſuch matters wholly 


per modum debiti, nor he who as wholly 


and intirely per modum Eleemoſyng , can with 
any reaſon aſſume or expect ſuch a priviledye; 
Then alſo by a neceſſary conſequence, he who 
ARs in beſtowing ſuch favours on rhe Church, 


.; partly the one way, and partly the other, hath 
| as lirtle, it not leſs ground than cither of them, 
' to expeqtor alſume the ſame. 


XVI There is a fourth fort of BenefaRors 
(if they deſerve the Narne.) and thoſe are ſuch, 
a5 do their good deeds, meerly our of oftenta« 


' tion, andfrom a Phariſaical. principle of Vain 


glory.& to be ſeen of Men, to gain the appiauſe 


_ of the World, and nor to advance the Glory 


of God, or the good of his Church And tor 
the moſt part thoſe Men beſtow their Favours, 
where there is little or no need, ſeldom or ne- 


' verconlulcing, hoy, or where, they may place 


TlzC mn, 
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them, with moſt advantage for the publick 
good, burſatisfic themſelves, if they can place 
them in ſuch a way, as they may bear moſt 
bulk in the eyes ofthe World. Thisis a truth 
ſoundenyable thar it was certainly from this 
vanity, thatthe Monaſtries, Nunneries, Ab- 
bacies, Pryories, Cloyfers,&c. bothin this 
and other Nations, before the Reformation! 
trom Popery ; andin other Popiſh Co.ntrics 
to this day, were endowed with ſo many rich! 
livings, that in ſome places they poſleſt near, 
or above athird of the whole Land, in others: 
near a full half, as the devotion ( as it was! 
then termed ) or rather thc ſuperſtitious folly, 
of a ſimple and ignorant Pcople, and the ins) 
fluence and intereſt of a cheating and idle! 
Clergy, inclined them. Thus many Church: 
men turned in eftect to be Temporal: 
Princes: And pencrally the intereſt of 
the Cicrgy in the Legiſlative Power, and Ex- 
erciſe of the Goyernment of theſc Nations, be. 
came very large upon the account of the great 
Intereſt and Authority they enjoyed, by ſuch 


ample Revenues and Poſſcilions, which was 
the true Original, of making the Clergy the 
third Eſtate in the Conventions and General 
Councils of State, both in theſe Lands, and | 
elſe where. But thoſe BenefaGors, if they | 
may be fo named, arc ſo fully expoſed by | 


Our 
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' our Bleſſed Lord, in that 6. of Marth. and 


elſewhere, that ir will be needleſs 
to inſiſt any farther upon them. And 
certainly this fort of men leſs than any 
of. the tormer, deſerve any truſt or privi- 


Matth. 6; 


* ledgeinthe Church of God; Their vaniryand 


ſelf-ſeeking, which is the principal, or ra- 
ther the only Motive and Deſign of all their 
Actions deſerves much rather the Cenſures 
ot the Church, than any encouragment, by 


| truſting them with a power, that they are 
; utrerly incapable to manage with any 


mcaſure of Wiſdom or Diſcretion, which are 


; Qualities that menot ſuch a vain and oſten- 
** tive humor, are ſcldom or never bleſſed with. 


XVII. Asfor the laſt ſort of Benefactors, 
To wit, ſuch as from an op:n10n of Merit, con- 
fer ſuch good Olhces on the Church, thinking 
thereby to deſerve life and happincſs at the 
hands of God, and going abour to eſtabliſh 
their own righteouſneſs by the works of the 
Law ; it is little wonder that ſuch men , who 
do ſo highly injure and rob our bleſſed Lord 
and only Saviour, of the honour of that com- 


; pleat ranſom and ſatisfaction, payed by bim 


rodivine Juſtice, for the ſins of his elect, as 


; to think that they can mcrir eternal felicity 
' bytheir own works, whichis to ſay in cticct, 
; thatthey will be their own Sayiours, and that 
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Chriſt died in vain; I'fay itis but little won: 


der that ſuch men ſhould expe to be pratifi- "þ 
ed,with a power toencroach uponthe rights of -, 
the Church, and ro rob the members of y" 


Chriſt, of their ſpiritual liberties and privi- 
ledges, as well as they have robbed the Glori- | 
ous head of his due honour. But ſure I am,there 
isno ſincere Chriſtian inthe Church of God, # 
but will think a priviledge of this nature, 
worſe beſtowed upon thoſe, than upon the ' 
worlt of the former ſort of Benefattors, And 
therefore I ſhall ſay no farther a$ tothem, p 
XVIII. Laſtofall, as this pretence of a 
Reſervation, -is of no weight in favours of the 
firſt Founders or Donors themſelves, whether 
they confer ſuch good offices gratuitouſly or 
otherways, to give them the acclaimed rights 
of Parronage, in Retribution and recompence; 
ſoit hath much leſs force, to continue the ſame 7 
in fayouts of their hers, or others who ſucceed 
them on a /ingular title of Donation, Sale, 
Permutation, &c. For as thole may be very 
far from being indowed, with the merits and 
qualifications, ot the firſt Donor; ſo for the 
moſt part, they are ſo far from tracing his 
footſteps, and example, by gratifying the 
Church, chat with all cheir hearts, they would | 
be content, if it were in their power, to void : 
and nullifie, their Predcceſſors deeds, And 
as 
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'? asin civil offices, itis,or ought to be, the merits 
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or qualifications, ot the Oilice bearer himſelt, 
that is reſpected in giying him the truſt, a7 
in offciis Perſone indufiriareſpicitur, which 
alſo is the main reaſon, why regularly, a Judye 
or Magiſtrat, tranſmits not his office to his 
Heirs atter him, norſubſtituces anocher in his 
place:So much leſs in Eccle/iſtical offices(fuch 
as the Canoniſts pretend the power of Patro« 
nage fo be) and truſts that concern the $piricu- 
al intereſts of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the 
ood of Souls, ought the ſame to deſcend to 
Lbs or others acquiring right upoa a,ſin- 
gular title. 


SECT V EL 


The Reſervation pretended can be no ground, 
for the Jus Utile of Patronage. 


1. AS towhat maybealledged from this 
pretended Re/ervatron, for foun- 

ding of the 7us Urile of Patronage, or ra- 
ther the wtudiras hujus Furts, whereby the 
Canonilſts pretend, that it rhe Patron or his 
Children become poor, ſo as they cannot live 
another way, they mult be alimented out 
3 of 


of a Retribution, for their having gratifyed 


the Church, when they were in power, tho' : 


this may be ſufficiently cleared by application 
ot the Grounds already mentioned, yet I 
ſhall defire the Reader farther to conſider 
theſe things. 

II. Firſt, that if this 7 urzle, be a rightto 
which the Patron will needs pretend a valid 
and /egal T itle, fo as he may .purſueforir, 
by an ordinar action at Law, before the 
civil c Magiſtrat, as he may do tor other in- 


terelts, that fali within his privat patrimony, I | 
co not ſee, how any ſuch right can be allowed; 


For that which is once conſccrat, and devoted 


to God for pious uſe:, is no more his thar gave 


it, as we have clcared from the fore cired in- 


ſlancc of Auanigs & Saphira &c. And therfore 


no man can rCtain any privat intercſt init, 
IL. Next, if the Patron or his Children be 
really in neceſlity , and reſtrict the right pre- 
tended to a clam in point of Charity, | 
think no man will deny, bur there lyes an obli- 


gation upon the Church, toextend their Cha- . 


rity to them, in giving them a portion of rheſe 


goods that belong tothe poor, as far as ſhe. 
can, without prejudging of others, who may | 
deſerve her Charicy, as well, and perhaps | 
better, tho'ona different account, But 4 
ſuch | 


54 © Ofthe Patronage of Kirk-. Sea. V1, | 


of the Rents of the Benefice, as ſome ſort ' 
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ſuch acaſe this Claim muſt not be allowed fo 


far, as to exhans? what was given at firſt; for 
this werc indeed to drazn the fountain of Cha- 
rity; which would be a »n7/ericordia crudelts 
( ſo to ſpeak ) an unjuſt and cruel mercy. 
Itisa general rule in the diſpoſal of Charity, 
to do good to all men im need, 
but ſtil with a preference in, 
fayours of ſuch as are of the hon/hold of Faith: 
one part of duty, muſt not ſhouJder out an 0- 
ther, Chriſtian prudence muſt be adhibir as 
muchinthis, as in other matters.  Andas the 
Canoniſts them ſelves Cogrant,thatthe Patron 


Calat: 6: 10: 


' Is not to be alimented, except when he is 


truly in neceſſity; lo many of them acknow- 
ledge, rhat even then he is only to beentertain- 
cd out of ſuck goods as are deſtinate forthe 
uſcot the poor, and ſoas his part of Charity 
do not prcjudge others. Patronus non eft 
alendus, mſi de reſiduis duntaxat que alias 
ſunt pauperum, 

IV. Laſtly, thisis a right ſoperſonalto the 
Patron himſelt and his tamily, that it can 
never be bought and fold , or be tranſmitted 
roothers, who acquire right upona ſingular 
Title: Andſo many of the Canoniſts dcter- 
mine this 7z utz/e, robea rignt mecrly per. 
ſonal, et adeo [Inharens offibus Vairom, nt 
1m auum wansferri uequcat ; tor otherwile 
the 


the Church upon this account, might be ob-' 
lidged many times, to alimeiit both the Pa.| 
tron himſelt, and thoſe who acquie right 
from him, if both ſhoulu happen to fall pcor 
at the ſame time. 7 


TEST. VILE. 


T he denyal of Patronage can be n1 diſcou. 
ragement in gratifying of the Church: 
ſomething obirer of rhe Dulaprdation 
of the Church's Patrimony. 


I. ASt>» the latrer part of the Ground ; 
propoſed, fora Foundation to the | 
Rights of Pacronage, to wit, that the deny- | 
al of the Priviledges acclaimed, will prove | 
diſcouraging for any to gratify the Church 
for the turure, tho' by whar is already ſaid, ir 
be ſufficicn'ly anſwered, yer | ſhall add, 
Firſt, Thar it is moſt cerrain,that ſuch as Jork 
tor no higher reward and encouragment, than 


what a Priviledge within time can give them, | 
and ſet not their Hcarts on the promiſes of | 


God, ſor the reward of 2 more enduring Sub- 
ftance , than what a preſent World can turmth 
- them 
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them with, will never be capable to perform 
the leaſt AR of pure and cleanly Chariy, 
which thoſe only who becake themſelyes co 
the true grounds of encouragment, inthe pro- 
miſes and word of God, and are free ot low 
and ſelfiſh ends, can practiſe. 

H. Next,the aſſuming of ſuch apriviledge as 
this, over the Church, will be fo far from being 
an encouragment, that upon a ſzrious and con- 
ſiderat Reflection, we ſhall find, rhat as ſuch 
an uſurpation does highly injure che intereſts of 
the Church ; ſoit will much more endamage 
thoſe thar are guilty otic. by making a Fortci- 
ture of the rewards that the Lord hath promi- 
ſed to true Acts of Love and Charity. flowing 

from ſincere principles and motives, and 
for ſingle and honeit ends : and may provock 
the divine Juſtice, co pour out his wrath up- 
on them, and their families, for keeping up 
humane inventions inthe mattersot God, fo 
p*:judicial to the true privileges and intereſts 
of his Charch, Burt this we ſhall have occa. 
ſion to clcar tarther, inthe progreſs of this dil. 


courſe. 


Hf. Nexr,it theſe be the only terms and con- 
dit1ons,on which men will gratifie the Church, 
that the ſubject her ſelt and her ſpirirual Liber- 
ties, toiucha yoke ot Slavery, as this Privi- 
ledge imports, 1 am ſure the Church will>e 


petency ſettled upon the Church, for the 
maintenance of her Paſtors, and other pious 
and neceſſary uſes, or it what was once ſettled, 
and facrilegiouſly taken from her, were again 


reſtored, and that faithfully adminiſtrat with- 


out dilapidation, and miſapplication ; there 


would be bur little need of encouragement, ſor 
any farther additions. Ithath vcen obſerved: 
inall Ages, T hart exceſlc in this matter, hath 


been more fatal to the true intereſts of the 
Church, than any defe& could be. Too much 
tends to introduce a depravation of Lifc and 
Manners in Church-men, and by a neccſſx 
connexion, alſo a Corruption in Worthip and 
Doctrine: If Wordly riches, had bcen prope 


for advancing the work of the Goſpel, ou 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was Lord ot all, hal 
neycr been ſoſcantin his allowance to his Dil. 
ciples and Apoſtles. Iris an old obſervarion 
that when the Church had but Lrgnez calices, 
ſhe had aure: Epiſcops, and whin the ga 
golden chahces, ſhe got wooden Brſhops or Pa 
ſtors. The ſenſe is cafily underitood, tho 
jt be not exactly lireral. So true it is tha 
Religio peperit druitias, © Fila Matrem at: 
voravit Religion brought forth Riclics anc 
the daughter deyoured the Mother. 

V. Laſtly 
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better without ſuch Favours, than with them! 
IV- If there were oncea reaſonable com. 
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V. Laſtly, to fay that the denyal of the 
priviledges of Paironage, is the cauſe of this 
diſcouragement, Is but the Fallacia non cau- 
{ze pro cauſa; for the truthis , that which is 
the only cauſe ot Peoples diſcouragement, in 
the beſtowing of their goods tor pious uſes, is 
the ſcandalous and facrilegious miſmanag- 
ment, of the uncontraverted Patrimony of the 
Church, by miſapplying it contrary toits de- 
ſign and nature, ot which therc are no ſorrof 
Men under Heaven, ſo guilty, as many of the 
Patrons are. T he Lord himſclt rells his Servant 
Moſes, no devouted thing, that a man ſhall 
gevout unto the Lerd of all that he | 

bath buthof Man and Beaſt, and © 77 3b» 
of the feild of his poſſeſſion, ſhail be fold and 
redeemed, (and much leſs facrilegiouſly rob- 
bed) every dewvouted thins u moſt holyunto the 
Lord. Deodicata ( ſays LAmandus Pola- 
ns) Ei Sacra maneant, nam "HY 

|e Is zelus in Rege idolelatrico - 
( fealicet Nebuchadnezare ) fuit, 

ut cenſaerit vaſa Deo Iſraelis Santa; nom alto 
guam mm ſui Dei, ſeu potins Idols fanum, infe- 
renda, multo mags Chriſlant Magiftratus, 
bona illa gue rom! more Papatus Deodiuata fu. 
erunt, uſ191s Eccle re relimguere debent : _ 
guanto mags {piſcopos id facere acer, i. 
That which is o1cc devoutcd to God, pes 
lo 


dolatrous Prince, {ro wit Nebuchadneztar ) o. 
blidged him to belicye that the Holy Veſlclls 
of the God of Iſrael, were not to be otherways 
diſpoſed of, but tor the ſervice of his own God, 
or rather his Idols temple, much more ouphe 
a Chriitian Magyiſtrat, to Jeave theſe pouds 


for the uſe of the Church, which in the time 


ot Popery were conſecrat for pious uſes,  &5c. 
ſee and compare this with £zra, 1. 7. 8. 
where all rheſe Veſlclls are returned to their 
right and proper uſe. 

Our own Rollock , inveighs very ſharply, 
aginſt the ſacriledge of this Nation, in his 
rime, in miſapplying tothe uſe of privar Per- 
ſons, what was taken irom the Popith Church, 
and citerh ſuch as are guilty, ro anſwer it, 
before the Tribunal of the Soveraign and Im- 
partial Judge of all the Earth : and he tells 
them thar tho' they ſhght and ne. 
plect his warning, ir thall be a 
ſtanding witneſs againſt them, to render 
them Inexcuſable & And our tamous and 
worthy Reformer Mr. Knox, (whoſe teſtimo- 
ny I value above a thouſand others)In a letter 
dared, in Auguſt, x 571. direct tothe general 
AſJembly ar Stir ting, ſpeaks his mind very 
freely onthis ſubject, with all the earneſtne!s 
& lincerity of a Verſon, that was looking very 

ſhortly 


Rollock in Dan. 
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ſhortly to ſtep over the Threſhold of time, in- 
to Eternity. Take his o +n words, © Becauſe 
6s ( ſayshe ) the dayly decay of my Natural 
«ſtrength, threarens me with a ſudden depar- 
«ture, from this valley of mifery, therefore 
«of Love and Conſcience 1 exhort you, yea 
«inthe fear of God, I Charge and Command 
«you, that you take heed to your ſelves a':d 
«fg the flock of God — And that with ihe 
«like uprightneſs, and ſtrenyth in God, + e 
« oainſtand the mercileſs Devourers, of the 
« Patrimony ofthe Church. 1f Men will ſpoil, 
«*[et them do it ro their own Peril and con- 
«* demnation. Bur communicat ye not ith 
« their Sins, of whatſoever ſtate they be , 
« neirher by conſent, nor by ſilence, but with 
« pablick protcſtation, make known to che 
« World, that ye are innocent of ſuch robbery, 
« which will er'e it be long, provock God's 
« yengence onthe Committers of it fc And 


1 am ſurc the experience of many Familic« in 


Scotland may confirm this. /elrgione muta. 
{4 ſays a learned Lawyer) S& {ic /fatu prirs 
inverſo, Patronus curabit ut bona 
Ecclefie, & pus uſtbus lezata, non 
tantum preſerventur, © augeantur, fed ad 
ſum alum eque pium, COnverranrur + pul 
ad cultum al nn divmum.nd {alutem Re: pith- 
lice, ad conſervandum Min:Sterium, ad ſum 
[CDs 


Finkel hoc.t, 


Scholarum, pauperes guvandos, Noſocomia 
condenda &c. 7. e. When there is an altera- 
tion of Religion, and by conſcquence an inver. 
ſion of the former ſtate of Aﬀairs, a Patron 
ought to rake care, that the goods of the 
Church, and whar is left for pious uſes, be 
not only preſerved and augmented, but that 
they be applyed.rto other as pious uſes: 
as for the worthip of God ina lawtul manner, 
for the ſafery of the Common wealth, for the 
maintaining of the Miniſtry, for the uſe of 
Schools, the help of the poor, the building of 
Hoſpitals. G©c. 

VI. I might add thejoint Teſtimony of our 
own Church, in her Books of Diſciplin 
&c.& many other things Burt this being a head 
that T have but accidentally fallen upon, and a 
Subject that would lead me oat a great lengrh 
and much farther rhan the deſign of this di. 
courſe will allow, I ſhall leave it. Such as 
defire farther information, may find enough, 
and roo much , to ſatisfic their curioſity, in 
the publick records of the Nation. They may 
aiſo conſult the learned Sir Henry Spelman's 
traciat de non temerandes Eccleſis , ant his 
Jarger work of Teiths. They may allo ſee D. 
Forbei's cemitus Eccleſte, 


SECT. 
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— 


SECT. VL 


The Ground of Patronage, from a Grant or 
Conceſſion of th2 Church, examined, 


I. THe next ground that is urged, for 
a toundation to theſrighrs of- Pa» 
tronape, is, that the Patrons of Kirks and 
Benefices, enjoy the priviledge acclaimed, 
in refcrence to the Call and Maintenance 
of the Miniſtry, by a grant and conceſ- 
ſion from the Church, and that conſequent- 
ly, itisa Lawful inſtitution and no uſurpation, 
volent: enim non fit injuria. 1n explication of 
the meaning of this grant and conceſſion, ſome 
take one courſe and ſome another. For ſome 
by this 2r ant do underſtand, that the Church 
hath a/zenat and transferred her right of 
Election, and d:vef7ed her ſelf of it, in fa- 
yours of the Patrons. Other again do undcr- 
Pand by this conceron,that the Patron aGs by 
vertue of a Commiſſion trom, and as [mpocyer- 
ed by the Church, without founding on any 
higher ground of Property, inthe priviledge, 
by vertuc of ane a/zenatinmotthe right of E- 
lection made by the Church to him. 1 ſhall 
examin this conceſſion diltinctly in both ſenſes, 
thc 


64 


the firſt in this, and the other in the next Secti- 
on. 
IT. Before we paſs any farther, it may be 
obſcrved, that this, ground adduced for a 
foundation ot the right of Patronage does, evi- 
dently acknowledye, that the right and pri- 
viledge acclaimed, is preimariy and origt- 
nally. a Church prwer, which were enough 
without any tarther to take off this pretence. 

III. But to come particularly to the firſt 
ſenſc,in which this pretended Conceſſion may 
be underſtood, v:z. that thic Church hath ali- 
enat her rig!:t of Election, and diveſted her felf 
of it, in the Patcons fayours, it isto be con» 
ſidered, 

Ficit, that the Church is uttcrly incapable 
to alicnat or transfer her Spiritual rights, and 
priviledges, or to diveſt her ſelf of them: theſe 
arc intereſts rhar are not at her deſpoſal, ſhe be. 
ing only intruſted by Jeſus Chriſt her ſole King 
and Lawgtiver, with the cuſtody and ad. 
mmmiftratinofth:m, forthe good and edift- 
cation, of the preſent and ſucceeding generati- 
ons. Theſe rights are founded upon a higher 
Title, than that they can be alrercd and tran. 
mitted from hand to hand, by padtions or 
promiſes betwixt man and-man. Inſuch caſes 
the Church can do nothing againſt the truth, 
ſhe 
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ſhe is nor therein ſue gurrs, ye. © 6 and 

are not your own, { ſays the ”; 23, 

Apoſile, ) ye are boug/t witha : 
price, be not yt the ſervants of Ren, do not en- 
ſlave your ſelves, by loſing your Rights and 
Liberties. The Church can no more make o- 
yer her Spiritual Rights and Priviledges, or 
ſubjeX her ſelfro ſt.. .ge Lords & new Lawgj- 
vers therein, thana woman can make over rhe 
right of her Body , which only belongs to her 
Lawful Husband, or an Innocent perfon, the 
rightof his lite, to a Murderer, nemo eſt Dos 
minus (ug vite aut ſuorum membrorum, or 
thana Prince, the rights of his Crown and 
Kingdom, and thelibertics of his Peopleto a 
foraign power,or a perſon in Non-aze,the right 
of his ejfate ( az the Apoſtle expreſly 
rellsus, 7 hat the heir differs nothing here 
from a ſervant: orina word, thenthe Admi-+ 
niſtrators,and Governours ot a Ciry and Com» 
munity, can Alicnat the Riph-- ot their Con- 
ſtiucents. All cheſe and niany other atsot 
th2like nature, as to the tranſJarion of pro- 
perty are bur ſruſtrancous & incife&tual endea- 
vours, like a man's attempt to raife a weight 
that is without, and above the compals ot his 
natural {ttength, Grave ſaxvm Sy/yphon urget- 
IV. Andtho” de fats, ſuch attempts may 
oft be made, yet dr zure, they arg void and 
E without 


without effect. And let the conveyance be 
expreſt under what termes, and carried under 
wht cover or diſguiſe you will,the right ſtands 
ſill Immoveable, and remains whiete it wag at 
ficſt,nemo pote;t niſi quod de Fure poteſt,we edn 
do nothing againſt the truth bur for the truth. 
V. Itis our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and he alone 
(whois che Church's only Head and Law. 
giver) tliat hath power, to ſettle the rights 
and priviledges of his Church, in ſuch hands 
and ſuch order, as his infinite love and wiſdom 
thinks fir. All the right and power the Church 
hath intheſe, is only a naked Truſt, to keep 
and manage them, according to the ap- 
pointment, and inſtructions of her Lord and 
Maſter. And when ſhe excceds that, ſhe de+ 
bords and goes beyond her Commiltlion, fo 
that all the tranſmiſſion ſhe can make, is but 
Fus anon hahente poteſtatem , like a grant of 
the property otan eſtatc,by a perſon, that hath 
no other right to it, but a naked commiliion to 
uplitt and collect the rents, for the uſe of the 
true Proprietar: And therefore the Church 
without her Lord and Head's conſent, can 
alienate or diveſt her ſelf, of none of her rights 
and priviledges, that have bcen purchaſcd ro 
her, at no lefs rate then the precious Blood 
of the crernal Sonof God. And as there is 
not the leaſt ground to pretend, that ever 
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Jeſus | 
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Jeſus Chriſt, hath given ſacha conſent; ſo 
there is far leſs ground to expe, that ever 
he will give it now,after he hath ſealed his laſt 
will and teſtament, inall things that concern 
the Kingdom of God, by his own death: and 
hath declared, that he will haveit ſtand firm 
and unalterable, by men or Angels, till he 


'| come again. The Church can no more diveſt 


herſelf of the right ſhe hath to ele@& her own 
Office-bearers, than ſhe can transferr the In« 
hericance of the Kingdom of Chriſt, to which 
that liberty is annexed. And happy is ic tor 
the Church and Saints of God, that their ſtock 
and Inheritance, is not in their own hand, and 
at their own diſpoſal. Ir is fat as: 6. 13. 20 

better ſecured, their treaſure 1s fuk: 12:33. 
haged, where neither moth nor _rult does core 

ruft , nar theryes break thorow 2nd Steal. 
VI. Andasour Lord Jeſas Chrift, hath 
the only right of property and power of diſpoſ= 
al of the Church's riphrs and priviledges, 
ſoheis the only juſt and cruePropreetar ot her 
rents and patrimony: and when an oilice 
yaiks, the rents return tro the Church herſclf, 
as Proprietar under Chriſt, to bedifpoſed of 
:or other pious uſes. And therctore it the an- 
cient Canons have notonly diſcharged the 
alicnation of the Church's goods or tremporil. 
patrimony, bur hath expreſly ceclared all con- 
E 2 tcacts 


tracts relative to ſuch alienations utterly yoid 
andnull, and haye declared that the goods ſo 
Concil: ancyrom. cen. alienat are ſtill che Church's 
15 &c- own, notwithſlanding of 
ſach Bargains andTranſations; how much 
more muſt the Church be incapable, to alienat 
or diveſt her ſelf, of theſe Spiritual Rights and 
Priviledges, conferred upon her by her Head 
and King , and by him purchaſ'd, atnoleſs 
Race, than the price of his own molt precious 
blood. | 
VII. And as dejure, The Church cannor 
make any ſuch altenation of her Rights and Li- 
berties, ſoitis poſitively denyed , that ever 
ſhe hath de fao made the ſame. But on the 
contrare, -jtis moſt evident, thatlike the be- 
trothed, and yet raviſhed Dam- 
' fel under the Law, ſhe cryes 
and groansto the Lord, under the burden of 
ſuch an unjuſt force, and grievous uſurpation, 
as this pretended priviledge of Patronape is, 
and ſhall bedemonſtrat to be. 
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h SECT. I&t 


d | A fa ther Examination of this pretended 
d| Conceliion. 


s | 1. THe ſecond /enſe, in which this pre- 
| tended Grant, or Conceflion of the 
t | Church, as co the Right of Patronage, may be 
i-] underſtood, is, that the patron acts by vertue 
2x | of a Commrſſion from, and as Impowered, by 
e | the Church: without founding upena tight of 
2 | property, in the power of Elef/ion, by vertue of 
1-| an Alienationotit, made by the Church. As 
'$| towhich,theſe things may be conſidered. 
ff} II. Firlt, tharinthis ſenſe alſo, the aſſcr- 
1, | tersof this conceſſion, dy clearly acknowlegpe, 
5, | thatthe patron acts not, in reference to the 
Calland Maintenance of the Miniſtty, Fure 
proprio, and by an i#trin/ick power, but by a 
power. acrived from the Church, and thar 
therefore, itis the Church and not he, that 
bath the proper and 0r2ginal right, ro meddle 
* | Intheſe matters, And conſcquently that the 
fountain, of the patron's power, is no c:@1 , 
buta Spirirual and Ecclefiaſtich right. And: 
thetcuc and natural cont: quence of all, is, 
E ; tat 


that thereforc the Patron ought to follow the 
Church's incl;nations, and not his own, in the 
management -and ' adminiſtration of this 
power ; andought notrotycand oblidge the 
Churchto follow his will and pleaſure init. 
And next it follows as natiycly , that ſince the 
power, by which the Patron acts, is acknow- 
ledgedto be a Sprritual, and Eccleſaaſtich 
power, therefore he cannot without the 
groſſeſt $ymony, ſcll and make Merchandice 
of it, as he may doot other things, that fall 
within the compaſs of his prevat 'atrimony. 
II. In the next place, it is tobe conſidered, 
that the Church hath as little warrand, to be- 
ſtow ſuch conſtant, general. perpetual, & unac- 
countable Commiſſions ( eſpecially upon ſuch 
as arc none of the ordinar Ofi:er-bearers 
the Church ) in reference ro the Elef7t0n and 
Aammtenance of a Goſpel Minititry, as ſhe 
hath ro ahenat, and diveſt herſelf, of the 
Rights and priviicdges the hath, to act ther- 
in, For both theſe methods of conveyance, 
doe upon the matrer, differ only in degree, 
which docs not change the Kd or Species, but 
only the gradus cufdem specict: or to ſpeak 
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more properly, they arc truly one and the 
ame, under different terms. For ineffeR, a 
Man may ex zatura ret, as fully and c{ieQu- 
ally alzenate, and diveſt him'clt of hjs cftare, 
under 
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[under the terms and diſguiſe, of a perpetual 


kale or tack, or under the terms of a conFf?ant 
and wnacroountable Commiſſion, 'as he can do 
by the moſt tormal Right, under the name 
and terms, of a tull and ab/olute Sale and Alie- 


{nation. There being nothing mare clear than 


thatin both cafes, the ſame defign of 7ran/- 
mittang the property, and of drveſting the fir FF 
owner, Is made equally cfiectualin different 
Notions and Terms. | 

IV. Bur thirdly, it by a power derived from 
the Church, and by acting in her name, the 
Patrons underſtand an acting inthe Nature of 
an ordinar Aa:datar and Commiſſioner, they 


| muſt give up the cauſe. For r. In this caſe, 


the Patron muſt be content ( as all Manda- 
tars muſt ) to ſubje&t himſelt ro give an ace 
count tothe Church as his Conf7ituent, how 
he behaves himſcl{ in that truſt. 
V. Next, he muſt likewiſe be content tofub- 
mitto what cen/ares, the Church ſhall think 
fir ro impoſe upon him, in caſc he be found 
to malucrſs. 

VI. Again, he muſt be content to follow 
the Inſirut7;ons of the Church in his actings, 


and muſt nor pretend to Oblidze the Church, 

to what he thinks fit, in the management of 

that Truſt. 

V1L, Fourthly, the Patron muſt likewiſe be 
E 4 con - 


content, 10 grit, and /ay down his Comiſſi 
08, and to give it up, #nto the hands of the 
Church, whenever ſhe ſhall think firtore-gf. 
Jaume the power into her own hand, and ro ma 
nape it by het ſelf, without the afliſtance 
ſuch a Dcputy. 

V1!1. He muſt alfo be content to let this 
Power and Traft expire with himſclt, andſo 
exclude his Hcirs, and much moic ſuch as ac. 
quire Right from him, z:tulo fengnlarz, trom 
any intcreſt init. 

IX. Andlaltly, he muſt paſs from the ve. 
ry Name, ard / ;7lcot / atron, leing that (as 
hath bcen formerly obſeryed ) ſbi!] implics a 
Spcriority inthe Patron, and a S105 darmati- 
07 or rather a Szh;et71on and Slavery, upon 
the Church, over which the Power is claimed 

and exerciſed, which is a thing abſolutely m- 
conſiftent with the nature of a ©. andar of 
Commiſſion. Fort that onthe contrare doth 
clcarly imply, an Inferior:ty and d11b5r dinas 
tion of the Perſon Intaſted, to thoſe trom 
whom he reccives his Commiſſion, And there- 
fore we may confidently conclude, that itthe 
Aſlerters of Patronage,can find no better foun- 
dation, than this, to ground it upon, the lcaſt 
breath will be able to overturn it. 

X. Andasinthe former ſcnſ2, of this pre- 

tenuced Concellinn, fointhis allo, Itis pofitive- 
©. 
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ly denyed, that ever the Church hath grant- 
edſuch a Commr//75m, And the Patrons will 
find themſelves equally ſtraitned to prove, that 
ever th: Church gavelucha general and per- 
petual Commiſſion, as they will be to prove, 
that ever ſhe made an 7:b/olnute alienution of 
her Rights. Ir is as certain thar ſhe hath never 
made any ſuch conveyarnce,as it is evidently wn- 
reaſonable, that the ſhouid make ſuch a Granr, 
in either of the icnſes pretended. 


SET. 


eAnther ground adduced for the foundation of 
Patronage from the Neccſlity of the Jus 
Oncroſum, examrired. 


I T He 725 Onero/um aſcribed by the Cano- 

niſts,to Patrons,is adduced as a ground, 
to found both that and the other Rights of Pa-« 
tronage upon. For fſcing ir is very neceſlar, 
that ſome perſons of.cre:7 and zntereſt, ſhould 
beintruſted with a power ro 9Ter ſee and take 
care, that Fccletnftical Penefices and Li- 
vinzs, be not di{aprdate and z:/applyed, but 
| that the rents and protites of them be rightly 
imployed tor their proper uſes ; it may be 
pre» 


preſumed there can no man be found fo fir, 
and qualificd, torſuch a charge, or who will 
more narrowly, zealoufly and carectully, notice 
the matcer,than ſuch as have been ſoproyſly in- 
ciincd, as to beſtow a Mamtenaxrce and Livye 
ing upon the Paſtors of the Church : eſpecial- 
ly ifthe Paſtors be ſuch as are Nominar and 
EleRted by themſelves: every Man being Na- 
curally very carctul,to defcnd & preſerve, that 
whichin a manner is the work ot hisown 
hands. 

IT. Tho? this ground may he ſufficiently 
taken off, by wharis already repreſented, yer 
we ſhall add ſome other conſiderations. 

And firſt, it may be conſidered that whate, 
ver force this ground may have as to the firit 
Founders and Dencrs themſelves, andas to 
this Particular point of 7rc/erving and de- 

fending the © hurch's Parrimony; yer it 
hath no force as to their Hers, orothers 
ſucceeding them upon a {rgnular 7:ight an 
Title who torthe moſt part / it it were in their 
power ) would be contentto have their Pre- 
decellors Deeds and Grants, made in favours 
of the Church, declared z1/and void. And 
farleſs can this pretence conclude any thing, 
to found the other Priviledges of Patronage, 
relating, to their Negative lnterests,inthe Call 
and Maintenance of the Miniſtry. 
Ill. Next 
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HI. Next it is but too evident, that what- 
ever be pretended, tl:is care for Defence of the 
Church's Patrimony, from D:lapidation and 
Miſafplications, is the leaſt part of the Pa- 
tron's buſincſs, or concernmenc. Allthe care 
he rakes in this affair, being meerly, that no 
Body ſhall have Power to Dilapidare, or Mif- 
apply the Church's Rents and Livings, #xt 
Himſelf. And certainly inthis reſpect, rhe 
Power of Patronage, may moſt juſtly andde- 
ſervedly, be termed a 7us onero/am, a very 
grievous and burdenſome power to the Church 
of God: ſothatif there were a particular Of- 
fice, appointed for preventing the Dilapidati- 
onand Ai/management or AMiſapplyng of the 
Church's Patrimony, and tor punithiny of 
ſuch as ſhould be found gu/ryotir, lamfſure, 
there is no fort of Vicn inthe Nation, that 
would feell the weight of Juſtice, more deſer- 
vedly, upon that account, than the molt part 
of the Patrons themiſcives, who, as they arede 
Fatlo, guilty, with many other Sacrilegious 
Impropriators, ot the Dilapridating and Mife 
application of the Churci's Leuings & Patri- 
muy, without the Icaſt colour of Mater:al 
Right, ſo they do pretend ( as we may have 
farther occaſion ro obſerve ) that de Fare, they 
may lawtully retain in their own hands, whar. 


evcr part ol the Benetice, they cangyree with 
the 


the Intrant to allow : And that in the caſesof 
vacancy, the Fruits and Profires ofthe Bene- 
fice, muſt rerurn to their own private uſe. 
IV. Burthirdly, the defence of the Church, 
in her Rrobts and Patrimony,and in her Liber- 
ties and Privitedzes alſo, Is indeed a thing ve- 
ry neceſlar, and defircable, and therefore itis 
a duty incumbent, not only on every Chriſti- 
anin power, intheir ſeveral ſtations; butina 
ſpecial manner, upon the civil Magiſtrat, 
who by his oflice is the Church's Nur ſing Fa. 
ther. Andnotonly is it the duty of all Magj- 
ſtrars, but their /Zonour and Profit alſo, andit 
witl likewiſe be their Comfort, that they have 
imploycd all their Powerand Intereſt, and 
brought all their Honour and Authority, te 
the New. Jeruſalem, tor whoſe good our 
bleſſed Lord rook upon him, the ate of a Ser- 
vant,and ſends forth bis \ 1gels as mini{tring 
Spirits. But any power the civil Magiſtrat 
hath in theſe matters, is only a power circa 
Sacra, and no power in $acrts, with reference 
toa Nezative Intereft inthe Mamtenance of 
the Minitters of the Goſpel, ro which, they 
have a full and better Right, by vertue of their 
Spiritual capacity, and faithful Diſcharge of 
their duty cherein, than all the Powers on 
Ewth can give them. The Mayiſtrats power 
is only Cumulative, whereby he may confirm 
and 
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and maintain, the Rzghts and Liberties of the 
Church, but no way przvative of them. He 
may, and ought to interpoſe his Intereſt and 
Authority, tor her defence in the injoyment 
of her Rights, but can neither deprive her of 
them, nor confer or confirm the ſame, in fa. 
yours of any other, that uſurps or invads them, 
to her prejudice. 

V. Fourthly, it is the conſtant opinion of 
Divines, that the Church herſelf, hath power 
to cenſure, ſuch as are guilty of Sym9macalor 
Sacrilegions Dilapidations and Mi/applica- 
tious of her Patrimony And this they gather 
by duc Analogy, from the Apoſtle Verer”s in- 
fliting,of the punithmenrt of Death _,, . ,z,,. 
upon Ananias and Saphtra , for 
their Sacrilegious Concealmcents , of what 
they had Con/ecrateto God for the ule of his 
Church: and trom the carriage of the ſame A- 

{tic in the caſe of $707 Magus, from whom 
the crime of $:792y derives it's Name, 

VI. But beſide all this; the word of Godas 
itis compleatly pcrtect in every thing, ſoit is 
noways deficient, inſerling inſtitutions pro- 
perly Zccleſtaf7ical, forthe overſight of theſe 
mattets, Forin the Primitive and Apoltolick 
times, we find, that the care of the Colle(7:ng 
and D:rivuting of the gaods ofthe Church, 
was committed to the Deacons, who being 
ordinar 


ordinar and ſtanding Office-bearers in the 
Church, weft countable to her, for their Ad- 
miniſtration, and Cenſurable by her, in cafe 
they were found to Maleyerſe. Theſe Office- 
bearers had truly a kind of power 7 Sacrzs,or a 
lawful warrand ro medle with a thing Conſe 
erated and Devored to.God, for pious uſes, 
And as this office was in ic ſelf moſt #/efus, and 
neceſſary in the Church, and founded upona 
lawtul watrand, fo it was ordinarly exerced 
AM, 6, 1 Cr. 14, Dy Men ot Credit and Interef7; 
23 +24 25-23 ahdfſuch as were Eminent for 
Pzety, as is clear from, 1 Cor. 12. And 
it is to be teprated,that the Church, for want of 
a Maintenance toſuch Officers, ſtands depri. 
ved for the moſt part of their patcociny and 
protection 

VII. They are ſtyled inthe Scripture Amronyu, 
a word Importing the ſtanding over againſt 
a Man for help tm the lifting of a burden, that 
zs too weighty for himalone; And is a term 
that very properly, and morefully and ſignifi- 
cantly, expreſſerh the Nature and Deſign of 
this Office, than any wore in our Language 
can. For without ſuch helps. (ſo our Tranl- 
lation renders the word) who may take upon 
them, thE care of collefttmg, and di/pen/ing, 
what Was beſtowed upon the Church for pruxs 
#ſes, the work of the A4m/lr y could nor but 
meet 
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meet with many Hinderances and ObſtruRi- 


* | ons. For when the Paſtors of the Church, 


like the neg/edfed Levits,mmnſft flee \.,,,, 3. 


- | every one toh1s field, and be en- 


tangled in Secular Afﬀairs, and Law ſuits, 


- | tor recovery of rheir Livings, how is it poſſible 


that they can wait upon the duties of their fun- 
Rion, as they ought? the diligent and Faithful 
diſcharge of the Mznif/erial Office is of it 
felf, without the unneccſſar addition of other 
civil Affairs, of ſo great a weignt, and requires 
ſo much afiduity, and application, that it 
maJe eventhe Apoſtle Par/himſelf,one ofthe 
preateſt and moſt eminent Miniſters, thatever 


- | the Chriſtian Church had, cry out, who ts /affii< 


cient for theſe things?or how is it poſſible when 
the Paſtors of the Church,are ſo in- 
veigled in civil buſineſs, and debates, 
but they muſt turn cold and flint in that edge 
and zeal, thatrenders them uſeful and pro. 
ftable Labourecrs inthe Lord's Vine-Yard? 
VIII. And tho' this office of Deacons,may 
ſeem tobe among the loweſt, yerin the pri- 
mitive times, it was of no mcan account ; 


2 Cor. 22 16. 


-| Menofthe beſt note and conſideration, for 


piety and wealth, were ordinarly intruſted 
with it, asis clear from that fore-cited place : 
And chat becauſe of the great ule an] necellity, 
the Church had of them: And therefore 72 
Diacous 


Diacons, potins quam Paſtoribus. elegendh, 
curandum ut ceterts paribus , lautiors For. 
tune Homines, qui infimun hoc officrum Or. 
nent, elizantur. Our own Church alio, inthe 
ſecond Book of Diſcipline, treats 
at large, ot this office, and of the 
charge of the Church's goods thereto In- 
truſtcd. | 

IX. From all which we may very ſafely 
conclude, thatrho' che care of the Church's 
Patrimony be no way to be neglected, yet 
there is no neceſſir 7, ro creR a particular office 
for that end, diſtinct ( as the Canomits would 
have it ) from all Civil and Eccleſiaſtical offi- 
ccs of Divine Appointment and Inſtirution, 
with which the Church and People of God 
are abundantly provicdcd, as far as there is 
any necd, by the infinite Love and Wiſdom 
of Zeſets Chrift her only Head and Law:-giver, 
This were indeed a molt direct ſpecies of ſuper: 
fittion to deviſe New and Cnerous In{tirutions 


Dicks in loc, 


ſupra quod ſtatutum eſt, And far leſs is it necel- 


ſar toinyelt any Oſlice bcarer of this Nature, 
withſuch an additional Priviledge,as is claimed 


by the Patrons of Kitks and Benefices,in rete- 


Icenceto a negative Intercit inthe Election and 
mailtitenance ot the Minitllry, 
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SECT. XL 


Patronage is #20 7n/{:tution of Divine appoint= 
ment, but a manifeſt u/urpation. 


1. D Y whathath been ſaid, it ſufficiently 
appcars, how groundlels this Right of 
Patronage is, which mightbe enough with- 
out any farther, to Juſtifie the proceedings of 
the Publick Authority of the Nation , Anno. 
1649, inthe aboliſhing of this Priviledge: But 
thatthe [njuf7ice, as well as Groundle/neſs of 
this Right, may yet more appcare, I ſhall in 
thencxtplace, according tothe method pro- 
poſed , offer ſome clear and convincing rea- 
ſoas againſt it, whetcin I ſhall ſhun the repeti- 
tion of whatI have already ſaid, and keep the 
lame plainneſs, I have hitherto obſerved. 

II. Theaffcrtion we undertake toprove, 
is clearly this, T hat the Patron's pretended 
Priviledge of a negative Interef?. &c: about 
and concerning theUall and Mamtenance of the 
Mmiſters of the Goſpel claimed by the Patrons 
of Ker les and Bene fices , is @ fiuful and unjuſt 
n/urpation, without warrand from the word 
of Ged, a:Ftruttive tothe true Liberties and 

F In- 


Intereſts of the Church, and moſt ſtandal. 
ouſly offenſtue to all ranks of Chriſtians therein; 
as I think may be clear from theſe Grounds, 


NI. Firſt, this pretended Priviledge is nol 


Ordinance nor Iuſt:7ution of our Bleſſed Lord, 
There being no ground from Scripture, eithe 
by Promiſe, Precept, or Example, for inveſt. 
ing any ſingle Perſon, with ſuch a Priviledye, 
as the looking out, Nomination and ElceQion, 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, the principalOt. 
fice-bearers of the Church of Chriſt: neither is 
it fo much as pretended to be founded upon 
Scripture, It being confeſſedly of a farr later 
"dare and all thar is alledged for ir, is nothing 
elſe bur ſome ſarrepritious Edits, Canons and 
corrupt Cuſtomes, which ( as Doctor Forber 
of Corſs terms it ) non leges ſunt, ſed labet. 
And rtherelore forany man or Anyel, to give 
Ia Erit:; ante trad: or aſſume ſuch a priviled c, 
de Simon: where our Bleſſed Lord % 
Church's only King,& Lawpjver, hath not gi- 
ven it, asa moſt ſinful uſurpation, over his 


Crown and Dignity, and a bold Invaſion upon} . 


the Rights of his dearly purchaſed ſpouſe. 
IV. Inall the Catalogues of the Officebear- 
om: 12.1 Gr 12 £rS Of the Church mentioned, 
Epb : 4. in the Sc:iprure, there is nothing 
like a Patronage recorded. And if thoſe Prieſts 
who Marricd the Daughters of Bar=z://a:, and 
FBzre 2: 61, Wet Called by their name, were 
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juſtly 
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Juſtly counted as polluted, and were re” 


| moved from the exerciſcot their Office( tho' 


Lawfull in it ſelf.) becauſe they could not19- 
ſtruR their deſcent from the Recnid- of gene- 
alogics : And their removal ratificd by theſen- 
rence of the T r ſhatha or Governour, and they 
diſcharged to Eat of the moſt Holy things, 
la Prieſt with *Urimand T hummim ſhould 
ſtand up , and clearly declare God's mindin 
the caſe, and ſoſupply the defect of theſe re- 
cords: Then ſurcly, and with a great deal of 
more Reaſon, ought the Chriſtian Magi- 
ſtrate, to remove ſuch an unwarrantable In- 
ſtiturion as this of 7 atronape, till irs Right to 
medle in the affairs of the Church, be clear- 
ly inſtructed, from the Divine records of the 
Scripture: which I am ſure will never be done. 

V. This is aground that will be oppoſed by 
none, who own the Scripturcs of God, to be 
the perfect Rule and Square, by which the 


*| Government of the Church is to be Regulate, 


And that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt whois tbe 
great and [/onderful Counſiller and, the [ a- 
ther's IViſaom, was Faithful in all his Fa. 
thers Houſe to him that appointed "REN 
bim: For asthe arropating of *** ** * 
ſuch a priviledge,, wirhout warrand from the 
word of God, is moſt derogatory to, anda 
bigh and injurious refleftion upon the 7nfinite 
F 2 Love 


Love, Wiſdem and F2ithfulne/s of our 
Bleſſed Lord, ard directly implyes thathe 
hath not ſufficiently provided his Church with 
a compleat method for Furniſhing , and E- 
tection of her own Office-bearers, without 
calling inthe weak and Superſtitious devices 
of Men's invention to her aſſiſtance ; So ſuch 
asdare offer torcRifie his Inſtitutions as defe» 
Qive, or to call inqueſtion our Lord's j/:/dm 
and Faithfulneſs in this may goa greatlength 
to queſtion his ab/:ty to /ave to the ut termaſt, 
There is a nearer and firmer connexion be- 
twixt theſe, thanevery one thinks: We ſee 
itclearly in the Popiſh Church : For as there 
was neyer a Society in the World, that invent: 
ed moe ſuperſtitious Offices, ſuch as Car: 
dinals, Arch. Biſhops, Biſhops, Deans, Arch 
Deans, Chancellors, Offxrals Commiſſars, 
&c.with ſo much Refle&tion upon the Wiſdom 
and Faithfulneſs ot Chriſt, as King and Head 
of his Church; ſo no Society on Earth, has been 
more injurious to our Blefſed Lord's Office 
of Pricit-hood, in Robbing him of the 
honour of that compleat SatistaRtion, payed 
by him to Divine Juſtice, for the ſins of his 
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People. Andir isundeniable, that as both 
this device of Patronage, and that Anti evan 
gelical Opinion of Merit, owe their Original, 
to the ſame corrupt Fountain, ſo the C m_— 
4 
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ith |Þ 


kd experience can teſlifie, that they have 
ſtill been found, .ro be mutual Abettors & Sup- 
orts of cach other , as we hinted betore, 
and may have farther occaſion to obſerve 
hereafter. : 

VI Andhence we may ſafcly conclude, 
that the publick Authority of the Nation, in 


the yeare 1649, had ail the Reaſon Imagin- 
able tro ſay, *© that rhe priviledpe 
*of Paironage, was an Evil and 
«Bondage, under which, both Miniſters and 
* People inthis land had long graaned, & that 
"it is a Popiſh cyſtom, brought in upon the 
«Church, inthe times of Ignorance & Super- 
«ſtition. And the Canoniſts themſelves, ſuch 
as Lambertinus, Panormitan, Piftorins &c, 
do expreſly acknowledpe, that Patronape is 
akind of ſervitude, upon the Church. Jas 
vcationts (lays Ameſins ) now poteſt pro- 
prie effe, wel Epiſcopornum Digceſanorum , 
vel Patrouorum, vel Mapt- Ck 
ffratuum qua ſunt tales, quia —_ 25. perl. 24. 
Chriſtus qu! miniſfterium mſti- 

tut, de iſtis ordinibus mbhil ſingulare preſcrip- 


parl. 1649 cap? 


fit, nthil uguvr guris ipſus communicavit, {3 Ec- 
clefiare ſane us optime ordmatam reliquit. That 
is, the Right of calling Miniſters cannot proper- 
ly bclong either tothe Dioceſan Bilnops, nor 
to Patrons, nor to Mapiltrates as ſuch; becai fe 
3 Jelfus 


Jeſus Chriſt who appointed and inſtirute the 
the Miniſtry, hath preſcribed nothing fingular 
concerning theſe orders, nor hath communi- 
cated any new Riphr to them, and hath left 
his Church very well ordcred wichout them, 

Vil Andif theſe priviledges of Patronage 
be without Foundation, cither from rhe word 
of God, or from moral uſe and neceſſity ( as 
we hayealrcady proven, and ſhall yet farther 
clear) They can be nothing elſe, bur unjuſt 
and unreaſonadle U/urpations: And as uſur- 
pations, inail Socictics are defervedly very 
odious ; ſo afortzor: inthe Church of the liv- 
ing God, the moſt truly free Society on 
Earth, whoſe Liberties and Priviledpes arc 
purchaſed at nolowerrate, than the moſt pre- 


cious Blood of the Immacular Lamb, and | 


Erernal Son of God,- they muſt be much 
more detcſtable. Surcl amit the moſt emi- 
nent andjudicious congregation inthe Land, 
thould claim fuch a Priviledpe, in reference 
tothe choice and maintenance, of the meaneſt 
ſervant in the Patron's Family; He would with 
a preat dcal of reaſon look upen it, as a molt 
intolcrablc uſurpation and oppreſſion. | or as 
our 'Patrens do maintain, that de jure, they 
are not oblidged, tofſeck the alviceot cither 
Presbitry or Paroch, to the Nomination and 
Election cf a Paſtor, but that both are _ 

bo 
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ed toaccept the Perfon whom the Patron pre. 
ſents, if he be toundin any meaſure, exter- 
nally qualified , forthe Office of a Paſtor in. 
gexeral, without any other enquiry or con- 
fideration 5 So to do them right, the practice 
of Patrons in this matter, hath been no way 
diſagrecable to their claims, unleſs it be to the 
worle. 

VIIT.. Wehave bit too much Reaſon to 
apprehend, that this unjuſt and unwarrant- 
able uſurpation, is one ot theſe crying Sins, by 
which God hath been provoked, in his Juſtice, 
tolay waſt and deſolate moſt of the great fami- 
lies of the Land. There are many ſtanding 
Monuments of God's wrath and diſpleaſure, 
againſt ſuch as medle in the affairs of his houſe, 
withour his own warrand and appointment. 
Saul, Uzziah, and Uzza/'are Recorded 
among others, not as idle Stories, but as 
warnings to Men, in all after-ages of the. 
Church, not to partake in their fins, leſt 
they alſo partake in their Plagues. Uzza? 
had a much fairer and better pre. FR 

2: Sam: 6: 6 
text, toput his Hand to the Ark | cyron: 32: 9 
of the Lord, than any of our a- 
trons have, for their acclaimed priviledges: 
He bur rouched the Ark of God, ina caſe, 
where he thought an ex:reme and indiſpen- 
ſible neccility oblidged him toit ; Andyer rhe 
Lord 
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Lord will not let his r2/þ and prepoſle- 
ous Zeal, paſs unpuniſhed, becauſe he 
Actcd without a warrand. For tho' he was a 
Levite, and as ſuch was commanded to carry 
the Ark on his Shoulders, / but not on a Cart) 
yet being no Prictt, it was _ unJawtul tor him 
rorouchit with his Hand, And 
* thercforethe Lordis pleaſed to 
fingle him our, and to make him an example 
of his Juſtice and Difpleaſure, both for the 
gencral Sin of the Congregation, in carrying 
the Ark on a Cart, and not upon the Sho.ilderg 
of the Lewites, ard tor his own Particular Sin, 
in ſtcerching forth his Hand, to touch ic with- 
out a Lawful call, tho' his prercxt, and the 
ſccming necellity of it, was ſuch, that even 
David, aman according io Goa's own Heart, 
was tempted to frer, at ſo heavy and unpropor- 
tioned a Puniſhment, of ſo fl;ght and trivial 
a fault, as he thought this was 
IX. And that this powcrof Patronage, 
Isnoinſtitutionof God's appointmcnt, may 
yet farther be clear from this, that all Law. 
ful powers that arc of God, arc cicher Crwz/ or 
Eccieftaltick and Spiritual. Foras to mixt 
powers, that is,fuch as arc ncither purcly Civil, 
nor purcly Spiritual and Eccicfialtick, and 
ſuch as give the Ofitce-bearcrs of the Church, 
an incerelt inthe manazem<n; of Sccular 
Altairs, 


Numd4:n 
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Aﬀairs, and give Secular powers, an in- 
tereſt in Sacris, we mult freely diſown them, 
a5 having no foundation, citherin Divinity, 
or good Policy, but expreſly contrary to borh, 
and as having ever been tound by the Church's 
dear bought experience, to be nothing elſe, 
but the weak devices of ambitious and aſpir- 
ing men, to marr the progreſs of the Goſpel, 
and tobring the Church in ſubjeRtion to a 
ſirange head, Plants that are not of our 
Heavenly Father's Planting, and moit un+ 
becoming the Wiſdom of any Chriſtian 
Church, or State, to tolerar andallow. And 
certainly as the Magiſtrate orCivil powers of a 
Nation, have no warrand,to medle zn Jacrs, fo 
there is no Conſcientious Miniſter of the Gol- 
pel, bur will find his charge ſo weighty, with- 
out any farther addition ct ſecular Afﬀairs, 
that he muſt ſay from the ſenſe of his own 
weakneſs, and thegreat cxtent of the duties 
of his Function , with the great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, who is /ufſictent for theſe things 2 
[Ergo tu 'laies Bernard to Euzenins ) Et 
bſurpare tw:!, aut Domnans apoflolatum , 
aut Apollyitcus dominatum. Such a mixture 
as this, is manitcitly contrary to the dictates of 
our Bleſted Saviour , who hath expreſly rold 
us, That his Kingdom tis not of this World 
but a poor and conemptible hanutul (in the 
1YCS 


Eyes of Men) taken on? of the World. And 
thercfore as our Bleſſed Lord ne. 
ſee Luk 22, 25. 
Math 20. 25, Ver gave any Inſtructions or pre. 
Jobn 15.19. Ccepts, to the Ciyil Powers, to 
medle #n Sacriss ſo he never gave any dircdi. 
on, tothe Office bearers of the Church, tor 
the adminiſtration of civil Aﬀairs: Bur onthe 
Contrary ( as weformetly hinted ) expreſly 
diſchargeth the ſame. And therefore we may 
well give ſuch unwarrantable mixtures that 
ſyrable Epiphonema, afpage hut mixtum 
gerns hominum, protemque biformem. 

X And that. this power of Patronape, is one 
of theſe amphibious and irregular Inventions, 
may be clcar, not only from thefe many con- 
fuſed Opinions of theſe Canoniſis the mſclves 
on this Head, butalſofrom theſe undenyablk 
Grounds. 

For firſt , that this power of Parronage, is 
not a power trvly civil, may be tvfficient]y 
evinced from the Natureof theſe Acts, it 
which itis excrced, ro wir, the Looking out, 
Nominationand Election of the Miniſtry, and 
the Negative intereſts acclaimed therein, and 
in their maintenance: All which are Adi 
ons of a Spiritual and Eccleſiaſtick Nature, and 
ſuch as by the Holy Ghoſt, are always given 
tothe Church, and tonone other ( as we {hal 
ſee hcreafrer) And accordingly inthe primi 
tive 
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tive and apoſtolick times, and ſome hundreds 
of ycars thereatter,the Looting ov7 and E let7i- 
”, of thceMiniſtersof the Gofpel , was till 
managed by the Church her {cif, without the 
incerpoſition of Patrons: And the mainten- 
ance of the Minifry, was a part of th at truſt, in 
which the Deacons, an ordinary and ftanding 
Office in the Church , were imployed, as we 
have alrcady ſcen. 

Xl. And tho? the conveyance and confir- 
mation of the moſt part of Patronages, hath 
been from the Civil Magiſtrate, by rights un- 
der the great Sea/&c. yet this cannot prove 
that power to be truly Civil. 

For firſt, no Conveyance or Confirmation 
of a Righr, can alterit's Nature, which it ſill 
retains, come thorow what hands it will, and 
let it be diſpuiſed under whit terms you 
pleaſe. 

Nor 2ly. can any Law or Magiſtrate, Com- 
ferr or Confirm, apower thatis CMaterially 
and in it felt Unjuſt and Unlawful : for it is not 
cnough to make a power Aater:aily Juſt and 
Lawtul, thatic be formally Legal. Shall rhe 
Throne of Iniqnty ( ſays the Pſalmiſt ) have 
fellrwfh:9 with Thbeethat frames MA 00. 0 
M:{chicf by a Law? C/imd 9 tja, 10. ts 
unto them(ays the Spirit of God by 
the Prophet //aias ) that decree anumighte- 
645 


ous decree,and who write grievous thines that 
they have preſcribed, and it is an acknow. 
ledged principle, 1d tantum guts poteſt, quod 
de Jure poteſt, - 

And ;/y. Theſe Conveyances and Con: 
firmations of Patconage, by grants from the 
civil Magiltrate were invented for no other 
cnd, but to put the Patton's uſurped power un 
der the protection of Civil authority, and to 
bean apron of fige leaves, to cover the Stain 
of Symony, with which the Patrons were moſt 
juſtly branded , when they Bought and Sold 
their uſurped Priviledges oyer the Church, 
with as little Scruple and Remorſe, as they 
would have bargaincd tora Yoak of Oxen. 
Laſtly, this pretence is as Empty and Friyo- 
lous, for eyincing the pretended Rights of Pa» 
tronage, to be a power truly civil, as it the 
gifted Brethren ( as they are called ) ſhould 
juſtific their uſurparions, in preaching of tne 
Goſpel, and Adminilſtrating the Sacraments, 
by alledging they had a power from the Civil 
Magiſtrate ſo to do. 

X11. Bur in the next place, neither is this 
Priviledge, a power truly Ecclcſiaſtick or Spi- 
ritual. Fortho' theſe Acts in which it is exer. 
ccd, be Spiritual and zz Sacrzs, yet this can 
no more make it a truly Spiritual power, than 

the like Acts of the git ted Brethren, in preach: 


ng 
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ingthe Goſpel, and Adminiſtrating the Sacra- 
ments, can make their aſſumed power tobe 
truly Spiritual : Both theſe uſurpatiens pro- 
ceed from the ſame Antichriſtian and Anti-e- 
yangelical Spirit. | 

2ly. If the priviledge of Patronage, were a 
truly Spiritual power, or office, it could not 
be conveyed or tranſmitted, by Birth or Right 
of Blood. For under the new Teſtament, 
there is no ſuch Conveyance or Tranſmiſſion 
of Sacred Offices. A Miniſter enjoyes nor 
his office, by che common {ulcs of Succeſſion 
and Birth, and much leſs a Patron. 

zty. It Patronage were atruly Spiritualot. 
fice, it could not be bought and ſold, as a parr 
of a Mans private Inheritatice and Patrimony. 

4ly. Tho” the pretended tight and power of 
Parronage, in proceſs of time, came to it's 
full ſtarure, by being Authorized in the Canon 
Law ; yetit wetraccitbacktoir's firſt Origi- 
nal, it will be found to be nothing clſe , bur a 
groundleſs and ſuperſticious uſurpation, with. 
out any warrand from the word of God, or 
conſent ofthe Church, and maniteſtly con- 
trarytoallthe Ancient Eccleftallical Canons, 
coicerning the Election of Paſtors. Arno 
euulibet notum eff, ( ſays the , : 
reverend. Beza ) pro eleftron:- Reforretk _ 
bus fuiſſe in Eccleſlam mirnſos 
Patro- 


Patronatus &c. Tam aperte antiquts Ca- 
nmibus repugnantes, quam t enebre Luci ſunt 
contrariz * Does not every one know (ſays 
he) that Parronagcs tc, were obtruded uy. 
on the Church, in the place of lawful ElcRis 
ons, as clearly againſt the ancient Canons, as 
Light 1s contrary to Darkneſs, 

Andinhis Treatiſe de notrs Eccleſiz, he in- 
veighes yet more ſharply againſt ſuch abuſes, 
Collationes ( mquit ) ſrveOrdinarie, ſive 
Devointe quas vocant, & Reſienationis Jura, 
ubi tandem niſtin Satane Coguma ſunt exco- 
gitare&c, Where ( ſays he) were theſe In- 
vcntions of Collation, cither Ordinary or by 
Devolution ( as they term them ) firſt devil- 
cd but in the Nevit's own Kitchine ? 

And again, in his Confeſſion of Faith, nu; 

Beze. confeſs 10977 1Eceprum eſt, mn Eccleſiu 
fid.Chrift. cap.s. CHriſtiants yam conſtitutis, ut 
inter tratt. Theol. urs admitteretur ad funttionem 
Kcelefie, miſt Libere Legitime eletus, ab 
Eccleſia cnjus inter-erat. Itaque tota i$/a 
numdmatio preſentationm, plent Furs Pa- 
tronatus, Collationum, Reſtznationnm, & altn- 
rum bujuſmods ſcelerum, a Satina profetta 
eſt ; quamuis ambigt non poſſit, quin iſta ab 
mnitys mags laudabilibus profetta fint. That 
is, it was never the cuſtom of any Chriſtian 
Church alrcady conltitute,that any man ſhould 
be 


94 Of thePatronagegf Kirks. Sc. XL 


©, © © wy” a> 


: a4 . 
-. 


Set. XI. I! is no DroineInfitution. 9x 


he admitted to an Eccleſiaſtical FunRion, un- 
leſs he were treely and lawfully choſen, by the 
Church particularly concerned And there- 
fore al! that Trade 2nd Traihcking of preſen- 
tations, the plenum jus of Patronages, Colla- 
tions,” Dimiſſions and other wicked Corrupri- 


ons af that Nature, owe their original intirely 


tothe Devil, rho'it is not to be doubted, bur 
there were ſome plauſible pretexts for their 
ficſt Inſlitution, 

XI, Laſily if Patronage be a power tru- 
ly Spiritual and Ecclcfiaſtick, thenthe Patron 
muſt have this power,either as an Office-bear- 
erinthe Church,or asa private Church Mem- 
ber, andthar he hath ir ncither of theſe wayes 
may be thus evinced. 

I. as a Church Oſticer he hath it nor, froin 
all the Caralogues of Church Officers,mentio- 
ned in the Scripture,therc is noc | 
the leaſt ſhadow of a Paton 12414, 4. 
cither as to Name or Thing, 

_ 2ly. It he have this power as an Office-bear- 
erin the Church, then he muſt cither haveir, 
asa Church Officer in general, and fo it will 
belong to all Church Officers, and not ra the 
Patronalone, tho'he were a Biſhop. ®uod 
enim convent tall, qua talt,comvent emm 12tt : 
orothcr ways he mult have ir as ſuch a Church 
Officer in particular, in which caſe likewiſe 
all 


all Church Officers of that Kind, ſhould haye 
this powcralſo, and not healone, fortherea- 
ſon betore aſſigned, a quarenus ad omn?. And 
the truthis, ir is very difficult to conjeure, 
under what kind of Church Officers, a Patron 
can have the leaſt prerence,to lift himſelf: but 
take him to which of them all he will, the 
power mult (till be common to all the Officers 
of that kind, and not proper to him alone. 
XIV. And tar lefs can the Patron have this 
priviledge, asa private Church Member, elſe 
every Church Member ſhould have it as well 
as he ; the pooreſt and mcancit Chriſtian in 
the Church of God, having no leis Right to 
ſuch commonpriviledges, as are competent to 
all Church Members in general , than the 
greaccſt and richeſt Patron. I ſhall not deter- 
mine how far ſuch an unjuſt uſurpation may 
ſtain and blemiſh che Pacron*s own Church. 
Jam.2 1,2, Memberſhip: but ſure Iam in mat- 
3, 4 Jade ters of common Right, there is no 
v. 16, vt reſpect of perſons, for in Chriſt there 


3. 28. Col, . *.. 
3: 11 Unceither bond nor free. 
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The power of Patronage u defiruttive of the 
lnfitutions of Chriſt, for Eletrion of the 
Paſtors of his Gharch. 


I. AS we have aſſerted, that Patronageis no 
divine Inſtitution, and that the Pa- 
trons have not the right of Electing the Pa- 
ſtor's of the Church 5 ſo we muſt alſo ſhew,to 
whom this Right of Election doth properly 
belong , leſt others that have as little Right, 
may lay claime to it, as it hath fallen our in 
the matter of the Church's Patrimony, which 
when it was taken trom the Popiſh Clergy, 
who had no true Righttoir, was not reſtored 
to the reformed Church, bur to private per- 
ſons, who, (toſay no worſe) I am ſure had 
aslictle Right, as the former poſleſſors. 

IT. And therefore the next ground, that we 
ſhall inſiſt upon againſt Patronage, ſhall be 
this, that as this power is no divine Inſtituti- 
on, buta manifeſt uſurpation, ſo ( which is 
worſe ) it clearly aeſtroyes and renders uſe- 
leſs,the ordinances appointed by Jeſwus Chris?, 
the Church's only Head, tor the ElcRion os 

G the 


the Miniſters of his Church : And thereby car- 
ries withir, the guilt of RejeRing our Bleſſed 
Lord, from being King and Law-giver in his 
own Houſe, and of Eſtabliſhing ſtrange Lords 
and new Law-givers therein. For the Patrons 
Looking out, Nomination of, and pitching u- 
pon ſuch a determinate perſon, tobe a Paſtor 
of the Church, without the conſent of either 
Presbitry og. People, does evidently rake a. 
way the opinanc of a free and unlimited F- 
leion, of ſuch as may be fitteſt for ſuch a 
charge, and moſt acceptable to the congrega- 
tion concerned, to be made by the Church Ju- 
dicatories, and Church of believers reſpeRive. 
ly, each of them acting, what is proper for 
theis ſeveral places and ſtations, as beingthe 
only party intruſted with it, by Je/#s Chrif, 
the ſole King and Law-giver in his own 
Church. 

IF. And tho” the Patron may ſometimes 
pitch upon, and pre/ent a perſon of true worth, 
yet as this is bur meerly accidental, and the 
caſe does generally fall out quite otherwiſe; 
ſo nothing thould be done, to hinder the EleGti. 
On, of one more worthy: Anda well qualified 
Paſtor may be one among a Thouland, as it is 
Job. 33. [s enim eligendus (lays Origen) ex 
ommbus, qui Dottior, gut Santtior, qui omni 
virtute preſtantior, Thatis, he that m—_ 
a 
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- | allis the Holieſt in Life,the moſt Learned, and 
the moſt Eminent inall manner of vertue,is the 
perſon that ought to be Elected: So likewiſe 
the free Eleionot ſuch, ought to be intirely 
kfttotheſe entruſted by Jeſus Chriſttherwith, 

IV. The d:/cerning of the Spirits, and the 
lurwing of the Voice of Chriſt, in his Called & 
Fent Servants, is the priviledge of the Church 


& | ſuch, and does fit and qualifie the Church, 


and not the Patron, to make a due and ſuteable 
choice of her Paſtors, and therefore the 
Church, and nor the Patron as ſuch, hath only 


u- | right ro medle therein. I ſay, the Patron as 


ſuch, hath not the right of Eletion, tor tho' 
the Patron as a Church-Member, oras a 
Church- officer, in the Congregation where he 
lives ( whether he he Elder or Deacon) may 
have that Voice and Concurſe inthe EleQion, 
which the orher Mernbers and Office- bearers 
have, yet as Patron, and under that Redrplica. 
tion, he can have no ſuch Right as the Priyi- 
ledge acclaimed amounts to. 

V. And whar ever diverſity of Judgment, 
may be tound among Divines as to the ſeat of 
this Church power, yet it is agreed upon by 
all, that write on the SubjeR, and clearly evi- 
dent trom the Scriptures, that this Power and 
Right of Elefticn, belongs on- a. 14. 22. 
ly to the Church as ſuch, and » Tim. 4. 4 
G 2 COft- 


conſequently ir cannot belong to the Patron, 
asa Negative Intereſt due to him in the extent 
acclaimed, And Py itis clear beyond 
all debate, that the Church was in the Acual 
poſſeſſion of this power and right of Election, 
for ſeyeral hundreds of years, before ſuch ade- 
vice as Patronage,was heard of in the Chriſtian 
World. Thisis atruth as evident from Anti. 
quity as any thing can be, for inall the ancient 
Councils, Canons , Fathers, and Fhifforiang 
of the Church, there is nor the leaſt mention 
of ſuch a priviledge as this of Patronage. And 
whenever they have occaſion tro ſpeak ofthe 
Forms of- the EleRion of Paſtors, they ſtill 
ſer down a method wherein the Church ir ſelf 
does freely Elect, inevery thing abſolutely ins 
conſiſtent with the Rights of Patronage. 

VI. Therc is not the leaſt hintin all theſe 
Ancient Writers, that with any ſhadow can 
be alledged for the power of Patronage. Some 
thing there is indeed, now and then mention- 
ed, tor clearing and inſtructing the power of 
the Civil Magiſfrate circa ſacra : But that is an 


intereſt quice different from the Rights of Pa- 
tronage, and which does not at preſent fallin 
our way to debate, 
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[that Thave found very little 


VII. It would be tedious, and to no purpoſe 

poſter to prove from Anti- 

quiry , the Intereſt of the z Peder, aitvy 
- : iſt. of the Council o 

Church, in the EleRion 'of won _ 


her Paſtors, linceitisa point 33, 34, 37» $5, G68, 
Theodoret Hiſtor. 

| tripart, lib. 2. cap. 12, 

cntraverted.Theſe who are 12 4, cop. 22 tb: 


curious may conſult the de- 6. cp. 9. | 
bates, even of thoſe Men, ,, $1 Hil 5c 
whom they call the Fathers Decree. diſt. 63.can. 
at Trent, whereof many (as AW9%0. Canvore ci 
vium ©& Can. Sacro 
corrupt as they were ) un &c. 
would gladly have had the Chemnit exemes 
Church reſtored, to herpri- pup aig og wa 
mitive Rights of Election, ditonis Francofure. in 
and many others both Pg- 52: Pidoctar,als Dame: 
piſhand Proteſtant Writers, A 
which it would be wearicſometo cite. 
VIII. Burnotto inſiſt any tarther on theſe 
Topicks, let us follow Huzuftin's rule, Mirta- 
mu ea que ab utraque parte di poſſunt & ad 
Scripture judicium revocetur 
controver/ia. The cleareſt and 
fafeſt Methods, in Dcbates of this Nature, ' 
which concern the Intereſt of Chrilt and his 
Church, is to decide rhe.n by the ſenrence of 
the Scriptures, rorthe Law and tothe Tellims- 


ny, if they [peak not according to theſe. it ts 


Agzuſlin. .com. Jul. 


G; becauſe 


becauſe there 15 no Light in 
them. Thus we find the A. 
poſtles and multitude of Diſciples { ſor ſo was 
the Church of Believers then rermed) mcet to- 
gether, for the Election of an extraordinary 
Office-bearcr in the Church, viz. az Apoſtle, 
Andaliſt made by them both (to wit the A- 
poſtles and Believers)of two, Jo/eph and Mat- 
zth1as, Durthedeſignation of the particular 
perſon for this extraordinary Office, they leaye 
to the Divine Determination by Lot. 

IX. And itthe Apoſtles who were InſtruQ. 
ed by Cir, in all things that concerned his 
Kingdom, and did accordingly teach the 
Chucch pracically,and by their own example, 
to obſerve all that was com- 
manded them, conform to their 
Lord's farewel command, did procced with 
conſent and concurrence of the Church, and 
people of God, tothe Election of fo High and 
£& xtraordinary an Officer as an Apoſtle ; It 
{ſtrongly imports that it was their Maſter's 
ming, that they ſhould ſo do, not only in the 
particular Election of that Apoſtle, but allo 
and much more in the choice of the Inſcriour 
and Ordinary Officce-bearers of the Church. 

X Thus weallfo find,that the Looking our, 
Nomination and Election, of the Deacons 
(whole Oilce is one of thz ordinary tho? interi- 
Our 


Tſay. 8, 20, 


Matt. 2$. 20. 
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pointment of the Apoſtles,to the multitude of 
the Diſciples or ordinary Believers. In which 
Action theſe things are clearly evident. 

1. Thatthetwelve poles call the Mul- 
titude together, and appoint Deacons to 
be choſen, and alſo appoint their determinate 
Number, iz ſeven; being ſo many as they 
judged would ſerye the Church's need at 
thattime: as alſo they ordain and lay hands 
on theſe Deacons, after they are choſen, and 
and ſo ſtate and confirm them in their Office. 

2. That the multirude of Diſciples or Believ- 
ers, are leit by the Apoſtles, to their own free- 
dom and diſcretion, in the Election and 
choice of thoſe ſeycn, qualified as the Apoſtles 
had directed. 

'3 Thatthe Looking out, Nomination and 
EleRion of thoſe ſeven , is accordingly per- 
formed, by the multitude of Believers, 1: 
prima inſtantia, without the prelimitation 
of a previous Nomination, or Choice. 

4. Thar the ſame multitude of Beleivers 
preſent, or( as the wordis) /et theſe ſeven be- 
forethe Apoſtles, who ordain and lay hand 
upon them , and ſo inveſt and confirm them 
inthe Office. | 

XI. Andasin all Chriſt's Inſtitutions, ſo 


particularly in this of the El:Rion of the 
Officc- 


Office-bearers ofhis own houſe, there appears 
a moſt Beautiful and Harmonious order. For 
as the Eleftion of the fir 57 and extarcrdinary 
Officers of the Church, was immediatcly per- 
formed by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , the Chict 
Paſtor & Head of the Church, ſothe EleQion 
of rhe ſucceeding and ordinary Officers of the 
Church, is very confequentially pertormed, 
by che inferiour Paſtors and Members of the 
Church reſpeF:vely , each of them a- 
ing, and keeping within the limits preſcribed, 
by the Chief Paſtor and Head of the 
Church. 

XII Eureableto theſe excellent Patterns and 
examples ſet gown in the Holy Scriptures, the 
_— General Aſſembly of this Church,in 
1649 ſe. 0 IPC directory for Electing of Mini- 

ſters appoints the order thereof in 

this manner. 
rt. ThePresbitry ſends one of their own 
Number, to the Congregation for which a 
Miniſter isto beElected:and he having preach- 
ed before them, concerning the neceſliry of a 
well qualified Paſtor, andthe greatneed that 
the People have, to be diligent and fervent in 
Prayerto the Lord, forſuch ; He is to figni- 
fic tothem, that the Presbitry, out of their care 
for that People, will ſend them Preachers 
whom they may hear. But withall, he = 
VCrtit- 
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xertiſeth them, that if they deſire to hear any 
other , the Presbirry will endeavour to fatis- 
fiechem, upon the ſutc of the Elders of the 
Coagregation tor that Eff=cr. 

2. Wirhin ſome competent time thereafter, 
The Presbitry is again to ſend a Miniſter to 
that Congregation, on acertain day before 
appointed for that end; who having then 
Prcached, and intimat to the People, that 
they are to goabout the Election of a Paſtor, 
the Seſlionis toproceed to it, the Miniſter 
that Preached moderating therein. And the 
EleRion being made, isto be intimate to the 
People. And if upon intimarion they acquieſce 
and conſent to the Perſon choſen, then the 
Presbitry is to proceed to his tryals. Butif 
the People diſſent from the Perſon Elected by 
the Seſſion, the Presbitry is to take cognition 
thereof , and after they have fully heard and 
conſidered the whole affair, they are to judge 
and decideinit. And where Congregations 
are unfir ( asin ſome caſes they maybe) ro 
make any Ele&ion, the Presbitry is to pro- 
vide them with a fit Paſtor. 

XIIL. Our Reverend Brethren , the Mi- 
niſters of the province of Loxdon, incline to 
think, that the power of Election dath ordi- 


nariy 


._ _  narly belong not ſo much to 
ler: Tr Es the People, but ratherroſuch 
is margine aud Jus aS Arc inOffice when Judicially 
_ Miniſ': conycened.As for extraording- 

g Pag: 12 7, : 

ry caſes I ſpeak nothing of them 
For theſe muſt have extraordinary remedies, 
But certainly, dum /uppetit remedium ordimna- 
rium, nunquamrecurrendum et ad remedium 
extraordinarium . 

XIV. Maſter Rs:therfoord and others do 
unanimouſly agree, that what ever be the 
People's thare and intereſt inthe EleGtionof 
their Paſtors, irisindeed a deliberative and 
approbative, but not an Authoritative Action, 
yet as is ſaid, it is an Action truly Ecclefi- 
aſtical, properly and only bclonging tothe 
Church, asfuch: And that the People arein- 
deed very nearly concerned, in the right 
choice of their Paſtors, as being th.e mot 
(pecial ordinary means, appointed of God, 
for their Spiritual and Eternal weltare. 

XV. From all whichitis abundantly evi- 
dent, that the Right and power of the Looking 
out, Nomination and ElcRion of the Office- 
bearers of the Church of God, doth properly 
and only belong to the Churchas ſuch, and no 
way to any ſingleperſon, upon the account 
of privileoge, or are call him patron 
or what you pleaſe; and that the negative » 
rerells 
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tereſts of Patronage, are inconſiſtent with, 
and deſtructive of,that unlimited freedom and 
liberty of Election, granted to, and appoint- 
ed by Feſus Chriff, to his Church, tor provid- 
ing herſelf with ſuch, as may be molt fir and 
proper tor bearing Office therein. 

XVI. Inecdnot add after this, that the 
method of entring the Paſtors of the Church 
by Patrons, marrs that beautiful, conſtant 
and unitorm order, that appears inall theſe or- 
dinances and inſtitutions, of which our Bleſ- 
ed Lord, whots a God of order, and not of con- 
fuſion, Ts the Author: Andrherefore we may 
very Juſtly conclude, ir can be none ofhis : 
For by this method ot Patronage, ſome Pa- 
ftors are oblidged to enter by Patrons, and 
ſome without them, as in caſes where itis 
doubttul who hath right ro Pre/enr, or where 
the H:zirs of the laſt Patron are nor entered 
( as we term it) or as the Civilians term it 
nondum adierunt hereditatem, And in many 
other caſes, which oft crimes pur both Presbi- 
try and People to a ſtand, not knowing how 
tobehave, and in the meantime the Congre- 
gation muſt unavoidably lye deſolate, at leſt 
tor halfa Year: for during that time, the Pa- 
tron, is not oblidged ro Preſent. Again. 
ſome muſt enter by thoſe they call Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Patrons, as Bithops, &c: others by Laick 
Patrons, 


Patrons , whereof ſome are Courtiers, others 

Souldiers, or mean and Ignorant Mechanicks, 

Ec. Some muſt enter by Patrons reſiding at 

a diſtance inthe country, others by thoſe that 

reſide neither in the Country nor Nation, yea 

and ſome by Women, as hath been former. 

ly obſeryed: Some by one Patron others by 

many &©c. Miniſtr: (ſays Doctor Ames) dati 

fant Eccleſie aChriſio. ut eademordinariaet 
certa ratione, pofſint ab omn Eccleſia procu- 

rari: {edſiab alys penderet vocatio, Eccleſia 

[ape deſtitueretur certa ratione ſibi miniſtros 
procurands, et promae talis Eccleſia efſet a 
Chrifto Faſtitute, que non efſet ſubimet ſuſfict- 
Jochen, £15 ſeipſa. Thatis Miniſters are 
CO 2; apointed by Chriſt in his Church, 
that by the{ame certain and ordi- 

nary method, they may be procured by every 
Church ; But ifthe Call of the Miniſtry muſt 
dependupon others, the Church might oft- 
times be deſtiture of a certain method 
of procuring her own Paſtors, fo that 
in that caſe, ſuch a Church ſhould be 
inſtiture by Chriſt, as were not ſufficient in 
itſelt to provide for her ordinary Neceſlities. 
which is alcogether inconſiſtent <w2rh rhe infe. 
wite Wiſdom and Fidelity of Chriſt. And tho' 
this Author, it may be, #nderſtand the Church 
otherways than we do, yet that makes no dit- 
fcrence 
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ference in the preſent caſe. The Argumentis ve- 
ry cogent in what ever ſenſe the term be taken. 
XVII. Nay which is yet worſe, this me- 
thod of Patronage, deſtroyes, or ar leaſt 
weakens the very nature ofa Miniſters Call, 
forthe Call of a Miniſter muſt be Divine, and 
not humane, it muſt be of God and not of Mey. 
TheCall of the Apoſtles indeed, was neither of 
Mex, nor by Men, their Office in the Church 
being extraordinary, &long ſince determined. 
They were called immediately by the Lord 
himſelf, to be Ear and Eye witneſſes of his Do- 
Qrine, Miracles and Reſurrection, That they 
might afte rwards deliver them tothe World. 
asisclear from AZs 1.23. In which it was im- 
poſſible for them ro have any Succeſlors: 
whence it is thatthe Apoſtle Pau4calls himſelf 
an Apoſtle born our of Time, Tho? his Call to 
the Office was immediatly by Cbriſt himſelf, 
and he reckoned himſel fin other reſpe&s,tobe 
nota Whit behind the very Chiefelſt Apoſtles. 
But the calling of the ordinary __ | 
and ſtanding Officers of the +c,c;j.1;," 
Church, ſuch asf reaching and 
Ruling Elders, Dottors, and Deacons, tho* 
itbe by <MHen, that is by the intervention 
of ſuch men, as have divine warcand and 
Commiſſiionto ARt therein; yetit muſt not 
be of Mer, that is, it neither hath its Authority 
| from 


of fuchmen, as have no warrand from 7 eſus 
Chrif?, the Church's only Head and Law. 
givertomedle in it. For this were truly to 
make them the Servants of Men and not of 
God, 

X VIT. And thatthis method of calling the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel by Patrons, makes 
their Call to be partly Humane and of Mey, 1 
think will need bur little to clear ir,it being evi. 
dent,that the riſe of the external Call ( atleaſt) 
flowes from ſuch Men, as the Spirit of God 
never breathed the call of his ſent Servants by: 
and to whom the Looking out, Nomination 
and EleRion of the Paſtors of the Church,and 
the Preſenting them to the Church Judicaro. 
ries, for Tryal and Admiſlion, was never en- 
truſted or committed. And therefore a Mini- 
ſter's Call in that method muſt ar leſt in part, 
be Humane, and not Divine, And conſe- 
quently muſt be of Men, and not of God, Ma» 
lum enim ex quolibet defefiu, bonum non. iſt 
ex integracauſa. Andas ſuch an unwarant- 
able Mixture, cannot but pro fanto, very 
much weaken (1 ſhall nor ſay nullifie )a Mini- 
niſter's Call, ſo certainly-it cannot but very 
much marr his Confidence, and obſtruct his 
Comfort, in the exerciſc of his Miniſtry : as 
we ſhall ſee hereafter, To this purpoſe, 
Lanchiu 
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Zanchins tells us, after he hath been ſpeaking 
of the Miniſterial call, Zx his autem omnt- 
buapparet, quam nulla fit, vel non Legiti- 
ne, corum Dei Miniſtrorum, vel Eccleſie 
Paitorum wocatio,qut ſolins Regus vel Reging, 
vel Patron, vel Epu/copr, aut Arcinepr/copi, 
Diplomate, Bullts, Fuſſ: © Fuaicio, frunt 
vel Eliguntur ; id quod dolendum eft adbuc fi- 
erimys Ecclkeſits, qui tamen purum Dei ver- 
bum habent, & ſequuntur ut in Eccleſia Anglis 


canaf9c. Thats, it is very clear how much 


eicher Null, orat left nor Lawſul, the Call of 
thoſe Miniſters or God, or Paſtors of the 
Church muſt be, who take their EleRion, on- 
ly from the Patents, Bulls, Warrands, or Ap-= 
pointment of a King, Queen, Patron or Bi- 
ſhop, 6c: Which yer toour grief, is done eyen 
in theſe Churches, who have and follow the 
profeſſion of the true word of God, as in /:»g- 
land &c. 

XVIII. And laſtly, the Aſſertors of this 
pretended power of Patronage, cannot deny, 
but it were moſt abſurd and unreaſonable, for 
any ſingle Perſon, how pious and judicious ſ@- 
ever, to aſſume and take upon him, the Look- 
ingout, Nomination and EleQion, of allthe 
Ruling Elders and Deacons ofa Cangregati- 
ons. And to oblidge.the Church, to accept 
and receive, ſuch as he ſhould ſa Nominat and 

Elece 


Elect, tho? thoſe ( viz. the Ruling Elders and 
Deacons ) be bur the inferiour Officcbearers 
ofthe Church, and the-people of God no way 
ſo neerly concerned, in the right choice of 
them, asin thatot their Paſtors, who are ap- 
pointed of God, as the moſt ſpecial ordinary 
means of their Salvation. And therefore tor 
any Man without Chri#7”s warrand, to aſſume 
the Nomination, and Election of the Paſtors 
of the Church, who are the principal Office. 
bearers in the Houſe of God, and in the right 
and due choice of whom, the good ot Souls 
is ſo neerly concerned, muſt be much 
morc abſurd and unreaſonable. And there 
is no ground that can be urged, for al. 
lowing the Patrons a priviledge of EleCting the 
Priacipal Office-bearersof the Church, that 
may not with much more force and advantage, 
be preſſed, tor giving him a power, to Elect 
the Inferiour Office bearers alſo. 

Igrant the caſe is different, bur ſtill I ſeeno 
difference, that with any appearance of rea- 
ſon, can be aſſigned, toderermine the point in 
favours of the Right of Patronage, as tothe 
Principal Office bearers, anJ not as to others, 
ſave this, thar the Patrons ſercling of a Mainte- 
nance, in favours of the Paſtors, muſt give 
him agreater Intereſt, in the choice of thoſe, 
than he can have in that of the others, on 
whom 
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whom he hath conferred no Benefice: And 
of how much weight this pretence is, we have 
already ſeen,and ſhall not repeat what we haye 
ſaid upon this Head. 


LD ——— 


SECT. XIII. 


The power of Patronage, ts again# the Free - 
dom and Intereſt of common Society. 


1. ASthis power of Patronageis no Inſtitu- 
tion of 7Ze/as Chriſt, but clearly inconſiſtent 
with, and deſtructive of his Inſticutions; ſo it is 
againſt the Freedom & Intereſt of the Church, 
conſidered as a Common Society: Ir being a pri- 
viledge naturally Inherent in all frec Societies, 
ſuch as Republicks, Cities, Colledges, Cor- 
porations &c. To Elect and Choice their own 
Rulers and Office bearcrs, of which Freedom, 
this priviledge of Patronage,does clearly Robb 
and Deprive the Church 

IN. For if we may be allowed as well as 0- 
thers, to gueſs atthe firſt beginings of Socie- 
ty, and to ſpeak what che common ſenſe of 
Mankind ſeems to Dictat, ſo long as any num- 
ber of Men are kept togerher,only by a mutu- 


al conſent, expreſs or tacit, to ſupercece force, 
H and 


and to live quietly, on what providence 
brought to their hands; They cannot be ſaid to 
have been under any proper Government: It 
being meerly good Humor, and nothing elſe, 
that kept them together,in ay kind of Soci. 
eiy. Manindecd1isa Creature Naturally So. 


cial, and Society is a kind of Lite, that they 


are by God and Nature deſigned to; asto 
mention no other conſideration, may be ſuffi- 
ciently manifeſt, from that one faculty they 
have, of Gommunicating their Thoughts to 
one another, by eech; bur it they live together 
only by bonds of good Nature, it cannot be 
expected that the Corruptions of Men, would 
let their Socictie continue for any long time: 
ſo that when cycr that bond of good Nature be- 
gan to fail, they bchoved cither roquirt one a- 
nother's company,or elſe beta ke themſelves to 
ſome ſort of Government ; And this could on- 
ly beeltabliſhed,cither yoluntarly and by com- 
mon conſent, whereby a ſupcriority and pow- 
cr, was given over thereſt to ſome one or moe, 
whom they thought fitteſt ro manage it for the 
good of all; or otherways ſuch a Power and 
Superiority, was Ambitiouſly uſurped,by ſuch 
whoſe Reputarion and Authority tor Wiſdom 
and Strength, made them conceive themſelves 
moft Likuly and Able to keep it : which nei- 
ther deſervesthe Name, nor ſatisfics the = 
cnds 
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ends of Goverment, and ſo the Natur :1 Free- 
dom of Election was ſubverred. 

HI. And therefore the like Freedom, in 
in chooſing of ſuch, asare fitreſt for bearing 


* | Office, cannot without the higheſt Injurie and 


uſurpation, be denied ro, or wreſted from 


| the Church, a'1d people of God, the moſt 


truely tree born Society on Earth , who with 
Abraham are Heirs of the World, and Heirs 
Annexed with Chriſt, by the in- 
comprehenſible love and wiſ- Jn" a 
dom of whom, as her only Head 

and Law-gtiver, the Church is moſt fully and 
compleatly provided, with all the true and ne- 
cellary freedoms & priviledges, of other Soci- 
eties, I mean free Societies, and notſuch asare 
inflaved to the power of others, where little oc 
no freedom remains, all things being manag- 
ed mcerly for the private intereſt of ſome 
one or more , patticular perſons or Families, 
tothe prejudice and opreſlion of the reſt,cither 
by a forced ſurrender, or an open invaſion 
o their Liberties, with little reſpe& to any 
publick advantage, except in ſo farr as 
may conduce, for that private intereſt: And 
what ever may be ſaid of their Societies, 
yet the Chucch is utterly incapable , of mak- 
ing any ſuch ſurrender of her libertics, tho” 
this pretence (as frivolous as it is } be made 


H 2 uic 


uſe of by tome, for a ground to found the 
rights of Patronage upon, as we have alrcady 
ſeen. 

IV. There is another conſideration of a 
near affinity with this, that may very pro. 
perly be made uſe of, againlt rhe intereſt of Pa- 
tronage: That as this power is againſt the free- 
dom of comon Society, ſo icis alſo againſt the 
intereſt of the Church as a Society : For 
it being uncontroverted, thar all pretending 
to any truſt in a Society, ought both to be 

ualified for it, and atrend upon it, (as is 
clear in Church Afﬀeairs from the Canons a- 
gainſt non-reſidence) itis as cvident on the 
other hand, that theſethings areno waysto 
be found inthis our Patron : Scing the Patron 
by vertue of his pretended power and truſt, 
ſtands no waycs cblidged, to reſide within the 
paroch , nay nor ſo much as within the Narti- 
onal Church, nor tobe of the ſame profeſſion 
ot Religion, His right of Patronage bein 
as confiltent with his non-reſidence, and wit 
his being Popiſh or other waycs heretical, yea 
with his being under the higheſt cenſures of the 
Church, inflicted tor his notorious and ſcan- 
daltous wickedneſs, as the rights he hath to the 
other parrs of his Eſtate. Thar being a right 
n Patrimonio, as well as the reſt of his tor- 
tune, 


V. And 
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V. Andhowis it poſſible for any man in 
Reaſon to conceive, that a perſon in theſe caſes, 
ſhould be capable (tho' the priviledge ſhould 
be otherwayes never ſo alowable; to attina 
matter of ſo high and render concernment, to 
the welfare of our Lord's Spiritual intcreſts, 
and the good of the Souls of his People ? For 
when a Patron does not refidc in the Paroch ; 
nor perhaps inthe Nation, itis impoſlible 
jor him to cxerce his priviledge upon any rati- 
onal grounds and motives, or with any 
proper Judgement and Difcretion of his own, 
Allthelight he hath to ſteer by being at beſt, 
but an zgnis fatuusot anaked hear-ſay, cither 
as tothe life and qualifications of the perfon 
tobe preſented, oras to what pifts are moſt 
ſutable , and proper for ſuch a pcople ; he 
being equally and utterly ignorant of the need 
and condition of both, ſothar he mull in this, 
be unayoidably left, robe ated and driven, 
by the ſoliſtations of his fricnds or ſervants, as 
ignorant, at [caſt as himſclf,or by other means 
leſs honeſt, without any Judgement of Dis- 
cretion, like a beaſt of burden, as the 
Spirit of God ſtiles rhe man that is mn 
Hononr and underſtandeth not. 

. VI, Andifthe Patron be Pepith, or other- 
ways herctical, or under. the cenſures of the 


Pfal 49 20. 


Church, the macter is ſtill worſe, if worſe can 
H 3 bc. 


be. Forallthe Reaſon in the World, will 
oblidge us to preſume , rhat a Patron in theſe 
circumſtances, will neither be able nor deſir- 
ous, to diſcern the Spirit of God ( as in this 
caſc it is very neceſſary he ſhould )or to make 
choice of fuch Paſtors, as may be according 
to Gods own heart, and may teed his People 
with knowledge and underſtanding - It being 
molt certain, thaton th2 contrary. ſuch a 
Patron will bend his whole force, for Impol- 
ing Paſtors upon the Church, that may A& 
moſt ſurably, ro his own corrupt and perni- 
cious principles and deſigns, for advancing 
ſuch inccreſts, as are incompatible with the 
honour of God, the Spirit of the Goſpel, 
the welfare of Religion, and the peace and 
quiet of the Church & Nation,ſo that to intruſt 
any man infuch a caſe, with ſuch a priviledge 
as this of Patronage, were indeed gves ups 
eommittere, toprue the wolfe the wedaer tt 

keep: as the Proverb ſays. | 
VII. Theſcare no remote and airy ſpecula- 
tions, but fuch as deſerve the molt ſerious re 
flcaion, eſpecially at ſuch a time as this, 
 hercin there is ſucha Ge: cral and Viſiblede. 
cay of knowledge and Picty ; and Poperyis 
not only tolcrate, butin a manner authoriz- 
ed. | 
VIII. It may alſo be remembred 
tiom 


118 Of thePatronageof Kirks. Sc&.XIT. | 


Lo evd— 


1» wel ts Va Ay wwe R89&& 


Rr RR 2x *) 


It ſubverts the Intereſt of Society, 119 


from former and latter times, how that 

many of the Nobility, and others who re- 

fided ordinarly at Court, or went abroad up- 

on Foreign Employments, and had the Pa- 

tronages of many Kitks, and Benefices in 

their hands. were wont upon the ſoliſtation 

of Friends and Seryants, and many times from 
Motives, and to Ends, of a more dangerous 
and fatal conſequence, to fend Preſentations, 
in favours of ſuch as they neyer ſaw inthe face, 
nor 1o much as cver heard of, cither before 
or afrer that time, without making the leaſt 
ſhadow of a previous Inquiry, into the qua- 
lifications and condition, of cither Preacher 
or People: They being as unfit and inca- 
pable to diſcern in either, as they were un» 
able and inconcerned, to 1mprove any diſco- 
very they ſhould make, for the good of the 
People, by looking our, and preſenting a 
Paſtor, that might be fic and proper tor them. 
Ubz ule Canon (ſays Athanaſins) 1, xgiſt. ad 
ut a palatio mittatur is qut futy. vitam Seiit. 
rus eff Epiſcopus, Neither need © 

we forget, how many that cntcred to the Mi- 
niſtry in this method, were the occaſion of 
no ſmall trouble ro the Church of God in 
this Nation. 


H 4 SECT. 
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SECT. XIV. 


T he power of Patronage hath been groſly ah. 
uſed, and ſcandalonſly offenſroe , without 
any neceſſity or uſe. 


I. HE next Ground I ſhall inſiſt up- 
on, againſt the pretended right 
of Patronage, is, That aSit is no Divine In- 
ſticution, but clearly deſtructive of the Inſti- 
tutions of Chriſt, and of the Natura] Free. 
dom and Intereſts of the Church, confider- 
cd as a ſociety: So it is likewiſe an n/eleſs 
and annccefſary Invention, and hath been 
the Fountain and Occafion of many grofs ab- 
wes, and moſt candalouſly rf en/t ue.to all ſorts 
of Chriſtians in the Church ot God. And 
thcercfore ought not to be tolerat and allow- 
cd, in any Chriſtian Church or State. 

II. As for its uſefulncſs or neceſſity, I can- 
not underſtand, neither have I ever heard 
any thing pre:cndcd in its defence, from this 
Head. And it is impoſſible any cnd or uſe 
Of it can be thought on, but what may very 
weil, and far better be attained, by the cue 
aid orderly method of Election, fer down 
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in the Scriptures. For asthe Church is fuf. 

ficiently , and much berter provided for, in 

that mechod, by her infinitely wiſe and loy- 

ing King and Head ; ſo there needs no other 

right to give a Miniſter of the Goſpela law. 

ful Title, ro his Maintenance and Living, but 

his ſpiritual Capacity, and faithful diſcharge 

of the duties ot his Funtion. The Work- 

man (ſays our Lord) i worthyof his wages; 

ſo that unleſs the Patron will pretend, that he 

can ſtate a Miniſter in a Spiritual Capacity, 

and ſo afſumea power of Ordination, as well 

as of Eef7ion ( and truly he hath as good 

ground to claim the one as the other) he 

can give him no right to his © Haintenance, 

as we have already proven. And therctore 

ſuch a power is not to be tolerate in the 

Church, by any Chriſtian Magiſtrate, who 
ought to uſe all his Powerand Authority for 
God, and the cdification of his People, by 
being a terrour to evil doers, and removing 
of ſuch corrupt and uſeleſs Inſtitutions, as 
put an obſtruction in the way of the precious 
Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, tor the Calling 
ot ſuch as may be fittelt for rhe Miniſterial 
Charge, as being the -molt ſpecial ordinary 
Means, both ot his own, and his People's 
Eternal Haypinels. 

HILL And the Church having inker pureſt 
time 


times, enjoyed her lawfully called Paſtors, 
e're ſuch a thing as Patronage was heard of 
in the World, and when ſhe had no Chriſti- 
an Magiſtrate ro protect and defend her : It 
cannor but ſeem wonderful, 9Yucr/um, or tor 
what cnd, ſuch an Inventicn ſhall now be 
maintained, in, and over the Church, when 
there arc Chriſtian Magiſtrates, who /:rta. 
te Officy, are bound to plead for, and de- 
fend her in her Rights and Liberties: ſing 
all that is ncceſſar, in reterence to the Call 
of a Goſpel Miniſtry, and to their true Right 


and Maintenance, is tar better provided tor, | 


by Mcthods of Divine Appointment. The 
right of Patronape is as little, and leſs u/eful, 
and I am ſure {ar more prejudicial in this caſe, 


than in the Call and Maintenance of Men of | 


other Profeſſions, ſuch as Lawyers, Phiſici- 
ans, and common Mechanicks: Only men have 
{till a greateritch, to bemedling in the mat- 
ters of God, without a lawful Call, rhan in 
other things, that of their own Nature, arc 
ſubject, and by Divine Appointment are let, 
ro a humane Regulation, n7:myr in vetitum, 
And therefore, as we had once good reaſon 
ro bleſs God, that the publick Authority of 
tho Nation, in the Year 16 49. had aboliſh: 


cd this corrupt cuſtom, ſo on the other hand | 


It is to be regrated, that there hath not been 
that 
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that ſame ſenſe of Juſtice ſince with a ſutcable 
acquieſcence, to their ſo juſt and rational De- 
termination: eſpecially conſidering, tha? if 
there was any prejudice orloſs of Patrimony 
ſuſtained, it was on the Church's part, and 
not on the Pairon's: as the At- 1649. will 
eaſily clear, ro any that will be at the pains 
to peruſe it. 

I'V. In this manner do all Proteſtant Di- 
vincs, and our own Writers in particular, 
argue againſt the ſuperiticious Corruptions, 
and Ceremonies of the Romrſh and Engliſh 


. Churches. - And the truth is, if we would 


but allow our ſelves calmly and without heat 
and prejudice, to conſider the matter, it can- 
not but be very ſurpryſing, to ſee, that men 


| who pretend, to act tor the good and edift- 


cation of the Church; ſhould yet hazard her 
Peace and Unity, and the ſcandalizing and 
offending, or the marring of the progreſs of 
their poor Brethren, in the ways of God, 
by torcing and violently impoſing upon them, 
as the only terms of Communion , under the 
pain both of Church Cenſures, and Legal Pu- 
niſhments, The practice of what themſelves 
conſcſs, to beat beſt bur znd:ferent, and no 
way mcceſſar , cither upon the accountof a 


Divine Command, or Moral Uſc ; And which 


their Brechcen, .upon ſolid and undcnyable 
Grounds, 


Grounds, taken from the Word of God, and 
the Principles of the Reformation, believe 
to be ſuperſtitious and ſinful: Eſpecially, ſince. 
they are forced to acknowledge, that theſe 
Inſtitutions, in which they both agrce, are 
not only I awful, but do likewiſe abundant. 
ly fatisfie, all the neceſſary ends for which they 
are appointed; there being nothing alledged, 
in favour of theſe ſuperſtitious and unnecel- 
ſary additions, but a pity ful and empty ſha- 
dow of worldly decency and fſaſhionablneſs, 
ſo much decryed by the word of God, Be 
wot ye conform to this preſent evil world, 
( ſys the Apoſtle yz and which in no equity 
can ever come in competition, with the leaſt 
hazard of lofing the Church Unity, or offcn- 
ding the meaneſt of Chriſt's Followers. Theſe 
Practices muſt certainly render ſuch menjuſt- 
ly obnoxious, to the heavy charge of Schiſm, 
and to that //o denounced, by our bleſſed 
Lord, apainſt ſuch, as ſhould be inſtrumen- 
tal, in bringing diviſions and of- 
{ences into the Church. 

V. Butto leave this, and come to the 
next brench of this conſideration , we may 
obſcrve,taat as there are few, or no inſtitutions, 
citherCivil or Eccleſiaſtick.but what by reafon 
of the weakncls and wickedneſs of men, arc ly- 
able ro be abuſcd, and one way or another may 
become 


ſee Math. 18. 7. 
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become , the cauſe or occaſion, of ſcandal 
and offence, tothe people of God, and there- 
by marr their yr Progreſs, in his wayes; 
fothe abuſe and offenſiveneſs of an inſtituti- 
on, of ir5own Nature, /e/e/s and wnmecefſary, 
hath alwayes been held, by all ſound Divines, 
robe aſufficicatplea agaialt irs farther #/2. 
The Apoſtle Paul determines this point with, 
aZeal and a =«t7, very becoming the 
gravity and importance of the fub- 
je&t matter, that even things, which extra 
caſum ſcandali, are in themſclyes, not on- 
ly clearly Lawtul and allowed, but in ſome 
reſpe&t almoſt neceflary, arc to be laid afide, 
and forborn, in the caſe of ſcandal and offence. 
If meat lays he, make my Brother to offend, 
I ſhall eat no Fleſh, while the world FFands. 
And therefore, 2 fortiorz, and much more 
ought ſuch things as are not only uſelcſs and 
unneceſſary, but clearly unlawful, and preju- 
dicial to the Intereſt of Chriſt's Spiritual 
Kingdom, and the Liberties of his Church 
to be forborn, and laid aſide, from farther 
uſe, when they become the cauſe and occa- 
fion, of a conſtant and continued tract of 
groſs abuſes, and moſt ſcandalouſly offenſive 
to all ſort of Chriſtians, in the Church of 
God. This is a Conſideration, which I hope 
it will be needleſs, any farther to illuſtrar, 
(2) 


x Cor 8: 


to ſuch as are any way tender of the Spii. 
tual Concerns of the Kinzdom of God, or 
the good of Souls. 

And that the Right of Patronage hath been 
moſt groſly abuſed and moſt ſcandalouſly of. 
fenſive, I think will be no hard task to prove, 
It will be much more difficult, tully to eny. 
merate, the abuſes and offences it hath cauſ. 
ed and occaſioned. I ſhall inſtance ſome 
tew of them, 

VI. Firſt. That Patronage hath been abu- 
ſed to Sr1mony, and ſacrilepious dilapidation & 
miſapplication, of the Church's Patrimony, 
'The ſad experience of the Church in general, 
and ot all the Corners of this land in particu 
lar, can abundantly, and but too much wit- 
neſs. I with the charge were groundlcſs. And 
the Simoniacal pactions, betwixe Patrons and 
Intrants occaſioned by this uſcleſs and corrupr 
priviledge, have been ſo many , and have 
been managed and carried on, in ſuch ſecret 
methods, and under ſuch a variety of diſguiſe, 

that it hath alwaycs been found very uncafie 
to trace them our. 

VII. Thus Intrants dizſometimes procure 
themſelves preſentations , by the means and 
intereſt of their tricnds. Bur this is notthe 
worſt, tho' the provincial Council, at 
Aentzin Germany, was dceply _ 

| the 
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the prejudice, the Church fuſtained by ir, 
threatning the Patrons with the Church cen- 
ſures, and forfeiture of their Rights, on that 
account. Jake their own words, Res ef# 
pernicioſt exempli, © ques pravam ſepe Ec- 
deſig calamitatem affert , quod Patron tum 
xgccleftaſtiet,tum Laici, propinquitate juntFos, 
aut alys merits et officys ſibi conciliatos, 1do. 
nets pretertitis, adofficia Eccleſiaſtica adm- 
vent. Quos preſent conſtututione provmeal, 
in Domino hortamur, et peremptor:e 
monemus, ut a ferniciofo boc conatu , (601 tem- 
perent- Altwguin ſeverntate panarum, 
rigide cenſemus coercendos , ac talis beneficy 
collatione vel preſentatione, ſaltempro hac 
vice, aut p70 grauitate exceſſus &c. council: Mo- 
per omuem vitam privandos. $#nt:: Cap:68. 
That is, it is a practice of a moſt pernici- 
ous Example, and oft-times is the occaſionof 
much trouble and calamity to the Church, that 
both Eccleſialtick and Laick Patrons, do ad+ 
vance to Church Offices, rhoſe who arc their 
Relations, or others whom they reſpec up- 
onthe account of their ſervice or dependance, 
without reſpect had of their age,or indowments 
paſſing by ſuch as would be more proper for 
the charge "Thoſe Patrons we do by this pre- 
ſent provincial conſtitution,cxhort in the Lord, 
and peremptorly require, to abſtain from theſe . 


pcr- 


12.8 Of the Patronage of Kirks. : 
pernicious attempts, otherwayes weappoint 


them ro be reſtrained by this ſeverity of the 
Church Cenfures and to be deprived of their 
Rights of Preſentation or Collation, either for 
that time, or according to the quality of the 
fault even for their whole Life. 

VII. Sometimes they purchaſc their Pre- 
ſentations directly for money, and think 
the price the beſt beſtowed parrot their Pa- 
trimony, if they can but ſoobrtain them : and 
ſo the matter was frequently pur to a Gir 
Roup, and he that offered moſt gained'ir, 
Cenwricht mertz. And by ſuch courſes many times 
ons a remarkable ( eſpecially in England) Pte. 
inſtance of hi» ſons of the meaneſt Rank, and 
EO moſt ſordid Employments, ex 
mfuna plebe, like Feraboams Prieſts, and 
without the lealt qualifications of humancli. 
reraturs, if they could but read the common- 
Prayer, turncd Miniſters, and got a benefice, 
while men that were of any parts and Intepri- 
ty, and diſdaincd to be guilty of ſuch baſcneſs, 
could obtain no acceſs to rhe Miniſtry: 

I X. Again, ſome times the condition up- 
on which Preſentations were granted, was, 
that the intrant as ſoon as z# ?ztui, ſhould con- 
ſent to the dilapidaticn of the benefice, and 
tothe miſapplying of its Rents, by giving the 
Pation or ſome other for his bchooye, alcaſe 


and | 
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and Tack oft fora rent andduty, far within 
the true worth. Andit is much to be regrat- 
ed, that tho' the Law of the Land, ſtrike 
arainſt the Crime of $:mony in the General, 
That yerthis /pecres of it, ſhould 
_  Parde 61S 
beexpreſly allowed by ſtatute, to 7, ,. 
be practiſed without any Diſguiſe : 
Tho' even many Popiſh Writers, arc aſhamed 
toown ſuch practices: And the forcited provin- 
cial Council, held at Merzz, in the year 1 549, 
prohibites ro give ſuch Intrantrs inſtitucionin 
the Benefice , and threatens them with depri- 
vation, it eycr ſuch practices be diſcoyercd. 
Aly ſerlicet Patrom { lays that 
cadet ) de tf Pn. = = ah 
| upri. 

rum, partemſib: retment, ant 
etiam im totum fruftus beneficiorum intercipt- 
unt, his quibus ea, ad ſpeciem infamts cupidi- 
tates ſag obtelande, conferunt , Inanem 
modo titulum Reliquentes. —- diſlricte 
precipimus, nequis Prelatus, ſeu Officialis 
ejus, ad quem munus mvueſtiend: pertinet , 
ad beneficiunm, cut anmarum Cura anexa 
eſt, quenguam mueitire preſumat , ul qui 
&, —— Cenſum iſtias Ecileſie, ad ſuam 
ſuſtentationem, ſufficientem eſſe, enmque ſibx 
a Patrono integrumrelingut, docuerit: Alto- 
quin Irveſtituram talem, inanem et irritam, 
et Salut arts hujus inhnbitionts temerarium 

1 franſ- 


tranſereſſorem, ipſo {aflo ab officio ſuſpenden- 
dum, et arbitrio Ordinarij ſui puniendum de- 
cernimus. Enm vero qu: praſentationem, ſeu 
Collationem al:cnjus Beneficy, five Curati ſroe 
nor Curatt, a Patrons receperit , cum tali 
patrione, ut Patrongs de proventibus benefi. 
cif porttonemreſervet, ad tale beneficium pro- 
bibemus Inveftird: Aut i poſt inveslituram, 
talem patlimem feciſſe deprehenſus fuerit, 
beneficto decernimus privandum , et eidem be. 
neficio alium Idoneum praticiendum. That 
is, ſome Patrons do retain to themlclyes 
a part of the Rents of the Benefice, yea, 
and ſometimes, they intercept the whole pro- 
fits of it, leaving nothing to theſe, upon whom, 
for a cover to their infamous ayarice they con- 
fcr the ſame, but only a naked and empty 
Title. And therefore we peremptorly require, 
that no prelat nor official in his name, to whom 
the ripht of inſtitution pertains, preſume to 
give any man inſtitution in a benefice,to which 
the cure of Souls is annexcd, unleſs he firſt in- 
ſtruQ, that the rents of it are ſufficient for his 
luſtentation,and thar they arc lett intire ro him 
by the Patron: Otherways we decern the In- 
ſtitution to be void and null, and ordain ſuch 
Contraveeners of this wholſom prohibition to 
be zp/o faFo ſuſpended, from their office, and to 
be puniſhed at the diſcretion of their Ongnery, 
An 
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And we doe likewayes prohibit, any ſuch per- 


* [ſon, as hath accepted of a preſentation, upon 


ſuch conditions from the Patron,toa Benefice, 
either with, or wichout Cure, to be inſtiture 
therein. Andifatany timeafter the Inſtiruti- 
on ſuch a paction ſhall be diſcovered, we ordain 
him to be deprived of the Beneſice, & another 
fic Perſon to be put in his place. 

X. Atcthertimecs, the Intrants Friends, 


* | at tryſts or mectings, about Civil Buſineſs, 


with the Patrons, paſt trom ſomething more 
or leſs of their juſt rights, In favours of the 
Patrons, hoc intutu, that their Friead may be 
ſetledin the Benefice. 

XI. Sometimes the Intrants Friends en- 
pape for his dependence upon the Patron, and 
tor his concurrence with him, in his deſigns for 
promoting a courſe of defeRion, and promiſe 
him the Intrants ſuftrage for that ctie&t. And 
thetruth is, Generally, this Right of Patron- 
age, keptthe Paſtors ot the Church, in ſuch a 
ſneaking and flaviſh dependence, upon great 
Men, as was moſt unworthy the Dignity and 
CharaRer, of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, orany 
man of Spirit ro undergo. 

XII. 'Chus alſo gifts were beſtowed onrhe 
Patron's Wife, and Children, or on ſome 
Gehazies about him , wherein the Patron 1d 


}'] oft times, meanly enough run his ſhare. 
j ; 


2 In 
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In ſhort thereare as many ſeveral methods, 
of practiſing S:momy, occaſioned by this one | gr 
device of Patronage, asthete areof making | j, 
up the price or value of a bargain, betwixt | þj 
Merchant and Merchant, and ſome of them | ,, 
diſhoneſt, Jdiſhonourable and baſe , to that | 
Degree, that it is much ſafer to paſs them over | þ, 
in ſilence, than to reach Men to repeat them by | þ; 
a fuller enumeration. 0\ 
X1'I. Bur 24ly, this corrupt power hath | 5 
not only expoſed Patrons and Intrants, but | 
even the Churche-Judicatories and People p: 
themſclves,to a multitude of remprations. The | 
Scandal and Offenſiveneſs of Patrenage,inthis | q 
reſpe&, is bur too well known. For theſe | | 
alſovery oft , partly froma ſhyneſs , to top | xc 
with the great Ones, partly from the ſoliſtati- | g, 
ons and flattcries, and ſometimes the threats | x 
that were uſed, for procuring the admiſſion | tc 
of the Perſon prefenced: And finding it hard, | jn 
to withſtand the tyde and ſtream of thetimes, | E 
or to provide any cftefual remedy agpainſta 
rowing evil, have been forced toly by, and| þ 
flight the duc inquiry and tryal, of thelite and | b 
qualifications ot the Intrant, and to huddle up | I 
the whole matter perfauntzorie, ef pro mire | 
ſchole only. e| 
XLV. And both Presbitry & People were | k 
alſo many times deluded and abuſed , by the| n 
Patrons 
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Patrons droping in of a preſentation(which he 
knew , and deſigned ſhould be rejected) once 
inthe halt year,that he might thereby preſerve 
his right of preſentation, from falling 7ure de- 
vuto, into the hands of the Church: And 
that he might promote his own private and 
baſeends, of miſapplying the profits of the 
benefice, during the vacancy to his 

: , parl. 13. 1.6. 
ownuſe: The poor People inthe ,, i;5. þ. is. 
mean while, being obſidged, to 7.5. p. 163: 
ſeck help from other Miniſters, and tode- 
p:nd upon the leaſure of ſuch, as were. for the 
molt part, as unable ro decern what was re- 
quiſite, to make a fit and well qualified Mini- 
iter, as they were careleſs and unconcerned , 
roprovide them with ſuch, ro the great hin- 
derance of the planting of Kirks ; whereby 
the poor people have been unayoidablytorced, 
toly deſtitute for along time, of the preach. 
ing of the Goſpel, ſo neceſſary a mean of rheir 
Eternal happineſs. 

XV. Agzin, the power of Patronage hath 
been moſt offenſive , in being abuſed to rhe 
bringingin, and keeping up, of a corrupt, 
Ignorant, Lazie, and Scandalouſly prophanz 
Miniltry, in rhe Church of God. Inced not 
enlarge upon this, it is a truth but too well 
known. The whole Nation can bcar wit- 
ncſs, That there was neyera more Jgnorant 
I 3 dl: 


Idle and Profane pack of men, that bare 
the name of Miniſters in any Chriſtian Church, 
ſince the firſt dawning of the Reformation 
from Popery, than many ot thoſe, that were 
obtruded upon the Church, in the time 
the late Prelates ( ro ſay nothing of the pre. 


ſenc Prelates) when Patronage was exercif- |. 


cd in its full extent. The good Lord deli- 
ver and prcferve his Church from ſuch 
Miniſtry. 

| XVL. This power of Patronape hath al- 
ſo many times been laid hold on, when no 
otner preten-e would ſerycthe turn, to eject 
Leacned, Godly, Painful, and Succeſstul Mi. 
niitcrs, or to diſturb them in the peacable 
PolletTion of ther livings, it their entry was 
not by the Patron's Preſentation, as being 
the only Legal Title that any man could have 
for tie time, To abſliract trom that ſtrange 
Cataſtrophe, that we ſee brought about in 
this { hurch, in the Years 1661, and 1662, 
upon the pretenace of the want of Preſentati- 
ons, when yet forthe time, Patronapes ſtood 
aboliſhed. 

NVIf, Ir hath alfo been proſly ſcanda- 
lous and oflenfive, by being an occaſion of 
Frinying, the Bleſſed Gr/pel of Jelus Chriſt, 
and che yiniiters of ic, into contempr : For 
£SON{120N2 hang,theee is to ſecondary mcan, 
tliat 
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ae \that does more adyance the eſteem and value 
ch, [ofthe Goſpel, inthe hearts of People, than a 
on [ſtable and duc reſpect, & a chearful & cordial , 
Me | ſubmiſſion, ro ſuch as are imployed in the: - 
of | Miniſtry of it, as is very clear both from 
& | gmmon Reaſon, and fromthe Apollles car. 
il. Kiineſs with the Faithful upon that account. 
li- | beſeech you, brethren (ſayes he ) to 
+ | btw 1hem, which labour among 
; ;? 1Theſes. 12 13. 
you, and are over you it IDe itin: 5 1. 
l- | Lord, and adm: if you, and Cor: 4. 
10 | to effeem them very highly im tove, for ther 
Q | [Yorks ſake. And gain, Let the /« ders that 
I | Rule well, bo counted worthy of donble Uo- 
ie | our, eſpecially they that 49:1 in cd and 


as | Doftrine (that is both preaching Presbirers 

g | and ruling Elders ) For the Scripture ſays, 

e | Thou fhall not miu==le the month of the Ox , 
e | that treadeth ont the Corn: and the Labourer 

n | worthy of his reward: Soon the other hand, 

.. | there isno {trarageme, that ever Satan deviſed, 
- | that has had worſe, and more efictua! in- 
d | fluence, for deſtroying that reverence and 
iree ſubmilſton, which people owe the Sent 
- | Servants of the Lord, than this devicc of Pa- 
f | tronage hath had. 

, X VIII. And it is morally impoſiible it 
r | ſhould beotherwiſe for when people ſee them + 
, | ſelves diſappointed, of a peiſon more worrhy, 

'- 


ard 


T 
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and acceptable, on whom they had ſet their 
Eye for a Paſtor, and another obrruded up. 
on them in his place, meerly by the Patron's 
Ele tion, ro whom they never conſented, and 
a Legal Force pur upon both them and the 
Presbicry, to reccive the Perſon Preſented, and 
to give himthe Maintenance due to their law. 
ful Paſtor; How is it poſſible, ſo long as 
men are men, and ſubj2&t to paſſion and weak. 
neſs, bur that the effect of ſuch untoward me- 
theds, ſhould be ro produce, a very cold, 
hackward, and unchearful Submiſſion and 
Odcdience, to ſuch Paſtors? There bcing 
nothing that more alicnates racn's minds and 
aſteions, than ſuch courſes; and Love bcing 
the main ingredient in Reverence, and 7hat 
the great Ground ot a chearſul and hearty 
Submiſſion, is it any wonder to ſce this a mil. 
ing, where there is ſo much pains taken to deſ- 
troy that which breeds it? or how is it poſlible 
that a 'Pcople can be perſwadgd, that a Paſtor 
is fent of God tor their good, when they ſe, 
that he hath ſtcpr out of God's way, and hath 
not entered by thc tight door ot Cluiſt's apoint- 
ment 
X X. Beſide all this the whole Nation can 
witncis, thar this method of forcing Mini- 
{t2's upon People, without or againlt rhcir 
conſent, and inclinations , hath had very = 
anu 
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and ſcandalous eftedts, by raiſing of Riots, 
and Tumults, to thegreat hazard of both par- 
ties, as wellat thetime of che entry as aftcr- 
wards, beſides the loſs and trouble the People 
ſuſtained, by ſubſequent proſecutions at Law, 
upon that account. 

Many other inſtances might be given, of the 
groſs abuſes and ſcandals, occaſioned by 
this corrupt and uſeleſs priviledge, but theſe 
may ſuffice. And the truthis, Itis no ſavory 
imployment to rake into ſuch a Dunghil of 
Corruption- 

XX. Only Icannot omit to obſerye, that 
which is the moſt Natural Efic&, ot the un- 
warrantable mixture, that appears in ſuch a 
Call ro the Miniſtry. For beſide the bad influ- 
ence this may have on Pcople, to raiſe a juſt 
diſtaſte and prejudice in their minds, againſt 
ſuch miniſters, It cannot but alſo be very hurt- 
ful ro a Miniſter himſclſc , in marring his con- 
fidence, and obſtructing his comtort in per- 
forming the dutics of his fun&tion, when he 
ſees himlelic diſabled (cſpecialy in times of 
trial and perſecution) to behave, inthe dif. 
chargeof his icuſt, with that vigor and confi- 
dence, that becomes a Scent Servant of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and a Workman that needs not be 


aſhamcd. Io this purpote, there __. 
2 790 3 09S, 25 


isapaſlageotche Apoſtle Zaul, cor.s. 1, 
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inthe ſecond Epiſtleto the Corinthians, very 
remarkable, where h: founds the cauſc of his 
not fainting, in the Work of the Lotd, in 
the midſt of difficulties, upon the aſſurance 
he had, of his having received the Call of 
his Miniſtry from no other hand , but that 
which had been the Fountain of Mercy to 
him. Having received this Miniſtry (ſays 
he ) as we have received Mercy, therefore 
we faint not. And hence it is, rhat gene- 
rally in all the Epiſtles, directed to the ſe- 
veral Churches, The Writer ſtill begins, with 
his Title of Av9#7le, Servant of Chrift, El- 
der, &c. thereby intimating, that their great 
ground of Confidence, and Comfort, in des 
livering the Meſſage of the Goſpel, was foun- 
ded on the aſſurance they had, of their Law- 
ful Call co the Miniſtry. 

X XI. Thisis a Truth that hath been con- 
fi:mcd, by the experience of ſeveral Mini. 
{ters in this Church. For tho' ſome of them 
were both fairhtul and diligent in their duty, 
to the intire ſatisfaction of their Peoplc; yet 
when they came to diſcover the ſinfulncſs of 
their entry, by this unwarrantable method 
of Patronage, they have been kept under 
long and ſad-cxcrciſe of Spirit , and put to 
ſcrious and deep humiliation before the Lord, 
ere they could atrain ro any meaſure of con- 
fidence, 
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fdence, that they were authorized of God, 
to deliver a Meſlage in his Name, or could 
ger their Conſcience brought ro any calm and 
quier, from the fears of being under the guile 
of ſuch, as 74 unſent, or could think they 
had a good right co that Peace, which our 
bleſſed Lord leit, as his latt and farewell roken, 
to his Diſciples, and in them to all his Sent Ser. 
vants, as the natural and kind] 

Eiiect, of their Lawful Call co 
the Miniſtry. Zeace be unto you, (fays our 
Bleſſed Lord ) as my Father hath ſent me, 


John 20. 21, 


ſo ſend I 361, 


X X 11. And many Miniſters, who have 
ſitten down with roo much latisfattion, as ro 
ſuch a Call, and way of Entry, have been 
made to ſce, that ſuch of their Brethren and 
Pcople, as had skill todiſcern the Spirits, and 
know the Voice of Chrilt, in his Senr Cer. 
yants, had thoughts of them very dilorenr, 
from their own. Theſe bcing able ro difco- 
ver in ſuch Paſtors, bur very lictle of that af- 
ſiſtance and ſupport, which the Lo:4 ordi- 
narly vouchſatcs ro beltow, on his own Am- 
batladors, ſent upon ſuch a weighty and im- 
portant Errand, ag the dclivery of 2 72278 
of Reconciliation with God, to a Dcoplc in 
his Name 

XX 111. Ochers have but too much cn. 
d2a10icd 
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deavoured ro ſtifle, and bear down the checks 
of thcir Conſcicncc, in this matter, but have 
found themlelves very much ſtraitned, to own 
& avow { as a Faithiul Paſtor ſhould) rhat they 
had a Watrrand and Commiſſion, to ſpeak to 
their People, in the Name of Chritt, And 
if at anytime, they ventured upon it, theit 
Conſcicnce would ſtare them in the face, and 
tell chem, that their people did with roo much 
reaſon ſuſpect their ſincerity in it, ſcing their 
entry was not by the right Door, bur that 
in ſome one or moe ſteps, they had clumb 
up another way. 

XXIV. And as in times of trial and diff- 
culty, the checks of aman's Conſcicnce, do 
ordinarly turn more ſharp and uncaſy, ſo at 
ſuch times clpecially ; the comfort of ſuch 
Miniſters as entered by Patrons, have proven 
very faint and cold; and the truth is, ir is 
but little wonder, That ſuch as have no arks 
to warm them at, in this cafe, but theſe of 
mens kindling, have this from the Lord's 
hand, that they ſhall lye down in forrow, 

Confidence and Comtort( in theſe 
matters eſpecially ) are mutual 
Supports, and Strcngthners of each other, 
and there is noſuch ground in the World, for 
both, as that calm ſerenity of Mind, and 
| cac2 of Conſcience, ' which flowes from = 
allu- 


Eſay. 50. 11 
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aſſurance a man hath, of having regulate his 
Actions, ( eſpecially when they relate to the 
matters of God, and his Church ) by the 
Divine and Unerring Rules of the Scripture. 
XXV. Andtho? many pious and worthy 
Perſons, haveentered tothe Miniſtry in this 
method, yetitisto be conſidered, that mule 
ſunt toleranda m Ecclefiz, aut Reipublice 
ſftatu perturbato, que non ſunt approvanda. 


| [ſhall not determine, how tarr ſuch a tolera- 


tion may be extended, bur ſure Iam, to argue 
from their practice at a time,\vhen entry tothe 
Miniſtry could not be otherwiſe had, to the 
keeping up of ſuch an abuſe when it may be ta- 
ken away, as it was once well taken away, is a 
conſequence beyond all rational comprehenſi- 
on. Thoſe Miniſters ordinarly, had the 
voluntar conſent,of the Church and People in- 
tereſſed, which makes up the SubFZance of 
Elefion, Anditthey had not this, I do nox 
ſes how they could have been trec of the guile 
of having run unſent , ub: libertas Elettions 
(fayes Doftor Ames) ab eprſeopis, _ 

Magiftratu , Patronis Imminnut- © On 
tur , quamvis Elett10 non (it co © : 
modo et gradu (ibera, quo oportet , Conſen- 
ſus tamen voluntarius, ut in Conjuaio, ſic 
in Minifter io licet mquis rationibus procure- 
tur , efſentiam babet Eilettions et wcationis 


wecefe 
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ſario Requi/itg. That is, tho'in ſuch caſ- 
es, the tlettion be notin that manner, and 
ro that degree, ſofrceas it ought to be; yer 
the voluntary conſent of theſe intereſſed, as 
in the caſe of Marriage, ſoin this of the 
Miniitry, hath the necet{ary Eſſence and Sub. 
ſtance, of anc Election and Call. 


SECT. XV 


Patronape zs a /ymbol:2img with Idolaters, 
and againF? the Dotirine and Diſcipline of 
this Church. 


i H E laſt groundthat we ſhall in- 

ſilt upon, againſt the intereſts of 
Patronapge, is, that it being a Popjh device, 
withour any ufe or neceſſity , ought even up- 
on that account to be rejeted. Igrant indeed, 
thatiris no ſufficient Argument, ſimply to 
fay, thatathing is deviied or practiſed by the 
Popiſh Church, ifir were founded on any ne- 
ce{lity , cither of 92eans or precepr, that is, 
if it were either 9 ally neceſſary, or poſe- 
trtely commanded; But we may well conclude, 
thar the complying and ſymbolizing with I- 
dolaters, in things mrnccefſary, or eyen, things 


ſimply 
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ſimply indrferent, is finful and unlawtul. 
Thus we find the Lord prohibitcth his Pcople, 
from complying with, or imitation gf (he 
Heathen, mm cutting the Fair , or 
round ing the corners of the Head 
&c: which are things 1in themſcives, at worſt 
but indifferent. And theretore, a forto74, and 
much more , is it unjuſtifiable, to comply 
with Idolaters, In keeping up and maintaining 
ſuch 'Pop:/h devices, as are nor only in them- 
ſelves, uſeleſs and unneceſſary, but are hke- 
wayes clcarly prejudcial and deſtructive, to 
the intereſts and libertics ot the Church of 
God; And have morcover a Natural Ten- 
dency, to foſter Superſtition, and an Anrs- 
evangelical Opinion of Aerie. 

IT. And that this power of: Patronage is 
of that nature, is abundantly clcar, from 
whar is alrcady ſaid, in the begining and 
progreſs of this Diſcourſe. And to this day, 
whereeverit is maintaincd in its.{ull Laticude, 
as-in the Poprſh Churches, daily exyericnce 
confirms the truth of rhis Charge. For, as 
Superſtition, and the Opinion of Mecrit, were 
the great Principles, that gave Birth and Lite 
to this corrupt and uſcleſs Invention, and have 
multiplied Patronages to ſo vaſt a number, 
as will appear to any that will peruſe the 
Popilh Writers : ſoit is but little wonder, that 
this 
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this power ſtill retain a native tendency, to bee 
foſter theſe breaſts, from which ic drew its ICh 
fi rſt ſtrength and aliment: There being nothing [le 
m ore natural, than for a thing both to pre- jwa 


ſerve, and be preſerved, by the ſame means, 
by which it began at firſt ro bave a Beeing, 


It were caſic to enlarge upon this Conſide- 
ration, but the thing it felt being abundant. 
ly clear, I ſhall leaye it tothe Reager's own 
conſideration, That will furniſh him with 
more than is neceſlar ro fer down in this dif- 
courſe, which hath already exccedcd the bre. 
vity art firſt deſigned. 


ITI. There arc many other Grounds that i 


might be inſiſted on, againſt the Intereſt of 
Patronage, but thee alrcady propoſed, I 
hope, upon due conſideration, will be found 
to be a ſufficient proof of our aſſertion, and 
the intended brevity of this Eſſay will not al- 


low me to enlarge any farther. And there- | 


fore I ſhall only add, that this power of Pa. 
rronage, is contrary to the Doctrine, Dif- 
cipline, and Government of this Church, re- 
ceived from the firſt Dawning of the Reforma- 
tion from popery(as hath been ſhewninrheen- 
try of this diſcourſe, & ſhall not now be reſum- 
cd) which the whole Nation, hath ſo often, 
and Solemnly Vowed and engaged ro Main- 
caine, And it is hoped, that none, who have 
becn 


pre 
er 
his 
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 tofjeen Born and Baptized in this National 
its (Church, will upon ſerious and deliberate re- 
ing {fletion ,, think this Device, whichis ſo un- 
re- [warrantable, uſeleſs and offenſive, and fo 
ns, [prejudicial and deſtructive to the worſhip and 
ng. ſervice of God , and the good of the Souls of 
de- ſhis People ; Of ſo much worth and value, as to 
it- jrun themſelves and their poſterity , by the de- 
vn Jfence and praQtife of it , under the hazard, 
th [that the breach of ſuch ſolemn Eagagments 
if- may bring upon them. | 
e- | IV And whateverdiſorder may be'pretend- 
ed by the Adverſaries of Religion, to have been 
at fin going, about the Reformation, either in this 
ot for other Countries; yet as it is not much tobe 
I {:dmired,it in ſuch a horrid confuſion and dark- 
d Indſs, as the affairs of both Church and ſtate 
d Were brought to art thattime, there was ſom- 
{- ſthing of an unavoidable /uperpurge, upon a 
-- JBody full of fogroſs Humars, and fixed and 
.. finyeterate Diſcafes, where it was impoſſible 
- [forthe beſt Phiſitians,at the firſt, toknow the 
'* [Quantum ſufficit,and the juſt and trueDoſe re- 
* [quifite for ſuch an untractable patient : Eſpeci- 
- Jally after all that they call Regularand ond erly 
* [methods, hadbeen fo often attempted with 
+ [out the ſeaſt ſucceſs: Ormne enim pharma- 
cum, habet m ſe aliqutd veneni: Et omne med. 
cum, altquid viotents,. et nullun eff magnuns 
| | RT  - 


»— 


There being no Drug, without ſome mixture 
of Poiſon, no Phiſick, without ſomething vio+ 
lentin it, nor any greatexample or adyantage, 
without ſome ſmall loſs ; which yet our Adyer- 
ſaries will be very much ſtraitned to inſtru, 
Soſure I am inthe preſent caſe, this corrupt 
power of Patronage, was once taken away, 
notin ew" diſorderly manner, nor ſo ſuddenly 
3s it might haye been, but after along tract of 
time, and much trouble and pains, was abo. 
liſhed by publick Authority, inthe moſt calm 
and deliberate method imaginable. 


SECT: XVI. 


A pretence that the Patron medales withna> 
thing of Eleftion, or what 1s properly Ec 
clefiaFtical. 


r, F Comenow tothe laſt part of the method 
propoſed, which is to examine ſuch pre- 
tences.,: as may be offered, to extenuate the 
injuries,that we hayc demonſtrate the Church 
ſuſtains, by occaſion ot the corrupt and uſeleſs 
priviledges of Patronage, and to clear that 
the Church's prejudice thereby is not ſo great 

a5 it iSrepreſented to be, 
If. The 
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>|. If. The firſt pretence of this nature we 


meet with is, that the priviledge acclaimed, 
in the Call of a Miniſter, cannot be ſaid ro be 
any right of Election: For when a Patron 
Preſents a Miniſter, he makes no formal 


. | Eleftion, butlcaves that, andall the reſt of 


the Eccleſiaſtical part, viz. Tryal and Admi/. 
ſion; intirely to the Presbirery. So that afrer 
Tryal,Elefion may follow or not follow,as the 
Preſbitcry ſees cauſe. And the Preſbitery and 
Pariſh,may reject the perſon preſented, in caſe 
he be found inſufficient, or unqualified. And 
therefore the power of Patronage isnot ſoin- 
jurious, to the intereſts of the Church, as it 
is repreſented to be. 


III. This pretence conſiſts of ſeveral branches, 
which I ſhall handle ſeverally, the firſt is, chag 
the Patron makes no formal Election, asto 
which it may be conſidered. 

Firſt, that tho? in a formal, orderly, and 
Lawful Elefion, the Looking out, the Nomt- 
nation, and the Elef7ion, of a Paſtor, be 
diſtinct Acts; yet, as in other caſcs, all uſurpa- 
tions and corruptions, are full of diſorder . 
and confuſion, ſo particularly in this of Pa- 
tronape alſo, theſe di{znct Acts, arc abſo- 
lutely Confounded: For whereas in the orderly 
way of the Looking out Nommation and Flecti« 

RK '2 678 


01 of a Paſtor. there is a zorn? concurrence, of 
all concerned in it, To wit both of Church- 
. Judicatories and Church of Belervers reſpe- 
Rively , each of them ating, and keeping 
within their own Spheres, AS 1. Bothcon- 
cur in the Looking out, of ſuch perſons, as 
may be fit and proper, for ſuch a Charge. 
2. They both concur in the Nominatzon, of 
ſuch as they have looked our. 3. They 
pitch upon and Ele, one of thofe whom 
they have ſo Looked out and Nominate. And 
after all the Church S$ers the perſon thus 
EleRed before, or Pre/ents him to the Preſ- 
birery, for tryal and admiſſion, | 
I'V. But upon the contrary, In this me 

thod of Patronage, the caſe is quite difte- 
rent. Forhere, the Parton by himſelf alone, 
and without, yea and often againit, the ad- 
vice and concurrence of any intereſſed, doth 
by one ſingle and confuſed Act of Prefentati- 
on, both Look out, Nominat and Ele, what 
perſons he pleaſeth, for ſuch a Charge ; and 
Sets them before, or Preſents them to the 
Presbitery, for 7ryal and admiſſion, paſling 
by all others: Oblidging the Church to re- 
ceive and admit thoſe he hath preſented, if 
they be found in the meaneſt meaſure , ex- 
zernally Qualified, accotding to the letter of 
the Church Laws, for che Office of a Ons 


wt 
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$0 thar what the patrons leave to the Church, 
js not to make any Election, that being done 
by himſelf to .heir hand, but only Declara- 
truely, ro find, whether the perſon Eleted 
by the patron, be in any meaſure exrernal- 
ly Qualified, for the Office in general or not; 
without reſpe& ro any Inquiry, whether he be 
fit for ſuch a people, or any other Conſide- 
ration whatſoever. | 

V. Secondly this one ſingle and confuſed 
Act, including the Locking out, the Nomma«+ 
t10n, the Eleftion, and the Seting, or Pre- 
ſenting of the perſon Elected, betore the 
Church Judicatories, puts the perſon preſent- 
ed, as far forward, in order to his dm: //10n, 
asall theſediſtin& Acs,that both the Church- 
Judicatories, and Church of Believers, inthe 
molt orderly and Lawful Method, can do. 
For the next ſtep after this, in both caſes, is 
to procced to the Tryals, of the perſon pitch- 
ed upon. And therefore the patrons One 
ſingle and confuſed AR, of Preſentation, com- 
pleats the EleQtion, as well as all the other 
diſtintt Acts, And by the way, we may no- 
tice, what pains and trouble it coſt this Church, 
in formcr times to procure from the King, 
Thar incaſes where he was Patron, the Pret- 
bitcry and Parith might fend a lift of Four to 
Courr, out of which the King was to Eledt 
One, K 3 VI. Thirdly, 
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. VI. Thirdly, tho'it ſhould fall our (asſel- 
dom if evycrit doth ) that aftcr Trya/, both 
Preſbitcry and People, ſhould fully approve 
of, and be ſatisfied with, the Perſon Elected by 
the Patron, both as to his firneſs and quali. 
fications for the Office of a Paſtor in general, 
and for ſuch a charge and People in particular, 
yetthe Atofthe Church in that caſe, may 
well be termed a ſubſequent and ſupervenient 
conſent, to an Election already made by the 
Patron, by himſelf, and without their con- 
currence;' bur can never in any propriety of 

ſpeech, nor from the Nature of the «47, 
be termed the E/ef7:on itſelf. Allthat is here 
Ictt in the Church's power, being indeed no- 
thing clſe, bur ſimply to find and declare, 
whether the Perſon E/ef7cd by the Patron, be 
ſufficient, Andthat only in fo tarr as concerns 
the meerly external qualifications, that are 
ſimply neceſſary , by the letter of che Church 
Laws, forthe Office of a Paſtor in General. 
And ſure I am there is none that have any mea- 

ſure of true Piery, or ſincerity, but will think, 

thatto ſay no more, there is ſemrhing farther 
requiſite, ro be conſtdercd, in the tleion 
of a Paſtor, that may be fir and proper far 

the particular charge, of ſuch and ſuch a 

People, who may be One among a T houſand,os 

itts 7ob. 3;. which inthe method ot Eleftion 


by 
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* [by Patrons, canneverfall within the reach of 


the cogniſance of the Church, (who only are, 
and can be, the proper and diſcerning Judges 
of it) to inquire into. And tho'the Church, 
as ſhe is bound, ſhould dipp upon theſe tarther 
conſiderations, and thereupon find cauſe, to 
rcj: the Perſon preſented by the Patron; yer 
her determinations therein, would not be re- 
guarded, as being abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
the exercile of the priviledge of Patronage; the 
Patron being oblidged to ſtand to the iſſue 
of no other inquiry, but what Concerns the 
meerly external and common qualifications, 
that are ſimply neceſſary for the office in ge- 
neral, asI have already ſaid. 

VII. Asto the ſecond branch of this pre- 


rence, it is very clear, both from what hath 


been juſt now ſaid, and from whar is ſaid in 
the former part of this diſcourſe, that Tryal 
and Admiſſion, make not up all the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal part ot a Miniſters Call. The Church-Ju- 
dicatorics and People, have a farther intereit, 
inthe Z/e7/10n of ſuch as are tobe members of 
the one. and Paſtors of the other, as hath 
been ſuſficiently cleared. And tho” this were 
all che Eccleſiaſtical part, yer even rhat can- 
not be ſaid ro be left untouched by the Paton: 
For to ſay nothing of what the Canoniſts 
maintain , that ſuch as are- preftented av Unz- 
K 4 ver (t« 


werſitatibus, ſeu generalium ſ{udiorum Col- 
legys , arcto be admittcd without any tryal or 
Examination; which clearly takes away try- 
al from the Church, tho' there can no pie- 


ſumption ly inthe caſe for theſe Patrons, to. 


lay aſide the tryal of the perſon preſented, 
Exceptin ſo farr as concerns, his knowledge 
in ordinary literature, I ſay,befide this,it is very 
cicar, that the Church cannot be tree and un- 
limited, in the tryal and admiſſion , ſo long 
asthe Patron, leaves not the Church to afree 
choice,and ties not himſclf to her free choice ; 
but on the contrary, binds up the Churchto 
the Elcction made by him. 

VIII. And tho” Patron ſhould be ticd to 
tic Church's tree Election, either by Law, 
or by his own conſent, yet he would fill re- 
maine as ane unwarrantable, uſelcſs and un- 
neceſſary obſtruction, to the planting of the 
Church, with firand well qualificd Paſiors. 
They bcing ſtill oblidged ro depend upon an 
cxtrinſick power, torcompleating of theirCall, 
as it it were detective without him. 

IX. And as the fad exyerience of the Church 
ingeneral, (it men would doe themſelves the 
favour, toſcethings as they are, and without 
prejugice and prepolictTion ) bathin all Ages, 
ſaiiiciently demonſtrated, rhar there is no 
mciiod urder Heaven, taat can regular rhe 
Inyca- 


152. Of the Patronage of Kirks.. Set XVI 


Preſentation is in effeft Eleftion. 153 


Inventions of men, inthe mattcrs of God, ſo 
as ro keep them within any tolerable bounds ; 
ſo the experience of our own Churchin parti- 
cular, hath confirmed this trath beyond all 
contradiction. 

X. Weall know, ( topgive no other inſtance) 
what proviſions and limitations , were made 
by the Church, by King 7ames the fixth his 
own conſent, in the Year 16co. with all the 
Caution, that humane foreſight or providence, 
could deviſe, for reducing of Ep:/copacy, to 
ſome kind cf © Hoderation, as they termit, 
to which the Biſhops themſelves did conſent, 
ſubſcribe and ſolemnly ſwear, and the King in 
pecſon,inthe General Aſſembly, did ratifiethe 
whole matter : All che frecdoms and liberties 
of Preſbitery being confirmed by parlia- 
ment. And we know as weil that all rhe bonds 


'that could be put on the Prelares did in a ſhorr 


time (as many did then forcſce) prove nothing 
elſc, but Ropes ot Sand, and as uncapable to 
bridle the luſts of that corrupr and Ambitious 
paity, as a £i/Þ-hook, or a T hora world be to 
catch the great Leviethan, Job 41. Inthort,all 


, theſe caveats, and injunctions, folemn Vows, 


Oaths, and Promiſcs were broken, and the 
Bi:hops mounted to their uſual Grandeur. and 
Lordly Dominion over the Church, notwith- 
ſtanding of them all. The Church complains 
and 


alteration of her eſtabliſhed Governmenr. 
And the Biſhops find themſelves oblidged to 
meet and conſult,how to vindicate themſelves, 
| from ſuch terrible Imputations. And accor- 
dingly they publiſh an Apology in Latine, and 
addreſs it to all Chriſtian Churches, at home 
and abroad. An Apology that as it diſcovers 
their Treatchery and Perjury, to be a moſt de- 
teſtable and horrid piece of Villany; ſoit clear- 
ly tells us, what effe&t the moſt wiſe. and 
prudent regulations, of ſuch humane Inyen- 
tions in rhe matters of God will have: And 
may ſerve the Church, for a conſtant beacon, 
tobewarc of taking the like meaſurs for the 
future, Take their own words, Cond'tiones 
—wf7z, pro tempore magis, qua 
an velide contentioſis rixandi anſa pre* 
PYtCaR "  wiperetur, quam animo in per- 
petnum obſervandt cept e. 
Thatis, their defign in theſe ſolemn Promiſes 
Vows and Oachs, was neyer to keep them, 
bat only to ſerve a Turn, and to lv)l the Peo- 
ple unto ſome ſort of a calm and ſecurity a- 
gainſt the clamor, that was raiſed upon the 
apparent altcration, ot the Eſtabliſhed Go- 
yernment of the Church. 
An Apology indced Ingenuons enough, 


oO 
and very becomming the azth and ſincerity, 


of 
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and cryes out, on that violent and treacherous 
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| of that party , who ſtill incline to follow the 


Wiſdom of the old Serpent, without any 


mixture of the [pnocence and Szmplicity of the 
Nove, butlam ſurcir were ſcarce credible, 


thateyer any, thar pretended, to the name 
ofa C'ergy- Man, ortothe Title of the Reve- 
rend, and Spiritual Fathers of the Church, 
ſhould make uſe of it, if they themſelves , 
had nor publithed it ro the World. And there 
is no Crime their Adverſaries could charge 
them with of ablacker Nature, than this de- 
fence faſtens upon them. 

XI. But this not being my preſent deſigne, 
having only taln by accident upon this parti- 
cular ; Thetrue uſe of ir, thac at preſcnt we 
intend, is, that ic would beapiece of ſtupid, 
and ſinful folly, afrer ſucha warning, to run 
our ſelves, upon theſe Rocks, on which the 
peace ad ſatety of the Church, hath been ſo 
oft ready to ſplit. | It in ſuch caſes we ſhould 
be-rake ourſclves, torely on our own pitiful 
and weak Counſcls and projets,and rej2&,the 
inſticutions ot the [fire and unſearchable, 
Love and //iſd1me , of God, we ſhould true- 
ly be guilty of for ſaking the Fountain of Living 


Waters, and of Hewing out to ow ſelves, 


Cilterns, broken Cifterns, that can b;ld no 
IWater, And ſhould tzk2 the molt compendi- 
ous method, rhat could be, ro 7erm 2.13 Levit 26 
pro» 


provoke the Lord, to puniſh us yet ſeven 
times more, for all our iniquities 

X11. Thetrue Rule in theſe caſes, is, that 
ſince ſuch Inſticutions, as are not in them- 
ſelves, abſolutely neceſſary, either by necel- 
ſity of Means, or'Precept, and do of their 
own narute, fo much tend to Corruption, 
Oppreſſion , Scandal and Superftition, tho' 
never ſo well rcgulat, are ſtill ready to de- 
board, and exceed all bounds; Therefore, 
the belt, and only way, to prevent their ex- 
orbirancics, is altogether to Cafhier them, 
from any other farther uſe. 

XIII. i ſhall only add, that as the Inſti. 
tution of /i/iratons, was very firtand necel- 
ſary, for cnquiring into the lives and carriages 
of the paltocsof the Church, atcer they were 
admitted and ſettled; ſo it is ſufficiently 
known, that the patrons of Kitks and Bene» 
fices, haye till endeavoured, with all their 
force, to put a ſtep ro the exerciſe of theſe 
Fifitations, as knowing that molt of the pas» 
{tors of their Nomination, were as little, or 
leſs able, ro endure ſuch a ſcrutiny, as they 
were unfatisfactory , at their firſt admiſſion. 
I ihall nor mention, what other Reaſons, the 
patrons had, for ſuch a kindly protettion of 
thoſe men: they may be eaſily pueſlcd, tho' 
I] amſurc with luile ciedir, to cither party. 

SECT XVII 
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SECT. XVII 


Another pretence , that the Church may re: 
jet the Perſon preſented, im caſe of ite 
ſufficiency. 


r. PHE nextpretence that may be made 
uſe of, to alleviat the guilt of pa- 
tronage, in its uſurpations over the Liberties 


. of the Church, is this, That the Pariſh or 


Presbitery, may reject, or refuſe to admit, 
the perſon Elected by the Patron, in caſe, 
that after tryal, he be found inſufficient, or 
unqualified, cither as to parts or manners. 
And therefore the Church can be at no loſs 
by the Rights of Patronage. | 

IT. It muſt certainly be an other force, 
than that of Reaſon, that can draw ſuch a 
conſequence. This method of arguing, is juſt 
the ſame, as if a man ſhould ſay, it is nced- 
leſs to ſtop the entry of a Robber inro a houſe, 
or to pur him our after he is centred, becauſe: 
any harm he can doe, may be caſily either 
diverted, orrepaited, ſurc I am this is very 
far 


Py 
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{ar from our Bleſſed Lord's method of reaſon- 
ing. 1f (ſays he) the good man of 
the bouſe, had known, in what 
watch the T hief would come, he 
would have watched, and uot have ſuffered 
his houſe, to have been broken up. 

TI. If evilmuſt not bedone, that good may 
come of it ; and if the Jeſuitick Quibbles of a 
good intention, cannot juſtifie a bad aQion ; 
much leſs is evil ro be tolerate and allowed, 
becauſe 'tis poſſible to prevent, or repair its bad 
effects, Nam quod poſſibile ef? eſſe, poſſivit eſt 
08 eſſe, one may be anſwers another, Thar 
which may be, may alſo not be. There ig 
Mill a hazard in the matter, and Chriſtian 
prudence oblidges us, to ſhun even the /eaſ{ 
appearance of evil, as faras we may. Ihe 
rrue rule in ſuch caſes, (as I already marked) 


Matth. 29. 
Luk.12.39. 


js, to aboliſh an uſeleſs and dangerous cu- 


ſtom, or rather corruption, ſince veru(tas er- 
rorts non conſuetudo, fed corruptela dicenda 
ef; and then indeed the conſequence will bo 


good, that the Church can beat no loſs by it, 


eIoriu non Mordent, ſays the proverb. 
IV. And next, beſide that the power of 

Patronage, doth unneceſſarly cxpole Intrants 

to difcouragement, by being rejeted for In- 


ſufficiency, and alſo expoſerh the Church-Ju- 


dicatories, to an unjult and cauſcleſs odium 
and 
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and reproach, of too much rigor and ſeyerity, 
which if the right of Election were in the 
Church's own hand, as it ought tobe , would 
be very much prevented , I ſay, beſide this 
we have already obſerved , what true /tberty, 
this power,of Vatronage leaves to the Church, 
inthe choiſe and tryal of her Paſtors. And 
when ever the Presbitery rejets the Perſon 
preſented, upon any head that is not ground- 
ed, upon his In/afficienty and Scandal, the 
Patron looks upon his priviledge, as highly 
injured, he being oblidged to ſtand to noſuch 
determination: And when ever they reje& 
upon Scaridal or inſufficiency, unleſs ic be 
moſt palpably and clearly maniteſt, which is 
not alwayes neceſſary, fora Paſtor ought not 
only to be free of Scandal, butas __ | 
the Apoſtle poſitively requires, 7; © 37 
he ought tobe of anime fame, 

and known good report; I ay, it ſuch inſuſfi- 
ciency be not palpably maniteſt, there is pre- 
ſently a terrible outcry, and a conſtant foun. 


| dation laid of many tedious Appeals, and li- 


tigious Debates, concerning the quanturs /if- 
ficit of a Paſtors qualifications, ©c. from one 
Church-Judicatory to another, with little 
credit to the Patron, and far leſs to the Intra. 
And upon this conſideration alone tho” there 
were noother, the Church's freedom in hy 
tryal 


tryal and admiſſion of herPaſtors;is verymuch 
hindered, asthe Liberty of Marriage in tlie 
caſe of waird Vaſlals, is abridged by the 
Power and Intereſt of the Superior, and the 
niceties of the feudalcufoms. And certainly 
as their is no ſort of contra in the World, 
wherein a perfe& liberty and freedom of 
choice, ought more topredomine, (if I may 
ſo ſay ) then in that of Marriage; ſo the 
Church, by the appointment of God, hath 
much treedom, in the Eleftion of her Paſtors, 
which are his Spiritual Husbands. And as any 
force or undue influence, in the one caſe is 
very odious, ſoin the other likewiſe it isno 
leſs ſo. The Simile is cafily underſtood and 
therefore 1 ſhall urge ic no farther, A waird 
holding in ſuch caſes as this, is certainly a very 
hard and dangerous Tenure. 

V. Butbeſides, when a perſon preſented 
by the Patron is rejected by the Presbirery,the 
Patron's right ſtands ſtill intire, to Ele& and 
preſent de novo, ſome other perſon cju/den 


farme, with the former, and ſo the Church ' 


moſt of new again, be inviegledin the ſams 
troubles and perplexities,and all ro no purpoſe 
or ule. 

VI. Again, inthe Eleion of Paſtors by 
the Patrons, the Church and People intereſs- 
ed , have little or no power to withſtand rhe 


adnit: 
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adraiſſion, or to nullifie the Eleftion, more 
than any meer Stranger, chat will undertake, 
to proye the :nſufficiency, or Scandalous car- 
riage, of the perſon preſented. 

VII. Andtoſay, that an inſtitution, un- 
der which the Church and People of God, hath 
ſo long groaned, and which was forced and ob- 
fruded upon her, without the leaſt ſhadow of a 
warrand, from the wotd of God, or theleaſt 
pretence of uſefulneſs, for promotring their 
Fpiritual good and cdification, is no way: 
injurious ro the Church, implyes a' maniteſt 
contradiction. 

VHL Laſtly, and T ſhall add no more, 
tho' the Patron ſhould preſent none, but ſuch 
as are ſome way fit 5 yer the Church's liberty 
and freedom of ERction, remains ſtill under re- 
ſtraint: For tlio? the Church ſhould havepowee 
to reject never ſo many ; yet a people ſhall 
never come to cnjoy the- Paſtor , they chict- 
ly defire, and that would be moſt acceptable 
to them, ſolong as the patron, arid riot the 


| Church her ſelf, rerainsthe right 6t power of 


EleQtion. And certainly the fenſe of ſuch a 
grieyous oppreſſion, cannot but make all 
that are any way tender, or coricethed in the 
intereſts of the Church of Chriſt, eſpecially 
thoſe that have been witneſſes of a ſar different 
State of affairs, and of the great advantages 

—_— 7 that 


= 


that attended it, tobe ſerious and fervent, in 

ayer to God, for removing, and averting. 
fuch a Bondage and Slavery, from the Chur 
and people of God, tor the furure. | 
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e Another pretence from the difimition of 
Laick and Eccleſiaftick Patronages. 


x. T Here isanother pretence made ufe of, 

to extenuate the guilt, of the pretend- 
edpower of Patronage, thatis much boaſted 
of by many (tho? Il confeſs I am unable to 
diſcover where its ſtrength lies ) who grant 
that indeed there are many cogent Argn- 


ments againſt Laick PatronFes, as they term- 


them, and that theſe may be and have been, 
very injurious, tothe intereſt ot the Church, 
but that yet Eccle/eaftick Patronages, may 
be very uſeful. It you ask them what th 

mean by theſe, they cannot tell, but Nil 
they tell you , EcclefaFfiick Patronages, arc 
very uſeful, becauſe they are in the Church's 
own hand, asthe very word imports. How- 
ever the plainfenſe of this, (if it haveany)l 
take to be this, that it is very fit this privi- 
ledge ſhould be intruſted, in the hands 
of Pibops, who are Ecc/e/iaſtick Officers and 
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| inreſpettof their Origina), the mo 


Covernours, but nor'in the hands of others: 
II. Icannot ſtay to'examine this diſtintion» 
tho? I can hardly be perſwaded itis gqod Senſe 
as it is ordinarly uſed, ſince the moſt partof 
the Patronages, that belonged tothe Biſhops, 
may truly be termed Laick Patronages, both 
{f of them 
having been art ficſt ſerled, in the hands of the 
Laity (as they are termed) and alſo in reſpe&t 
ot their conveyance, which was by a grant 
from'the Civil Magiſtrate, by rights under the 
Great Seal &c. And beſides the true meaning, 
of this diſtinction, (paſſing by the Notion and 
uſe that Lawyers have and make of it} is, it 
ſeems , robetaken, not from the quality of 
the Perſon, in whoſe hands a Patronape is 
ſetled , whether they be perſons ina Cz or 
inan Ecc/eſiaf7ick Capacity;but from the qua- 
ty of the fZock and fond, out of which the 
Kirks werebuilt, or the benefices ſetled: For - 
f the ſtock was out of the private Patrimony 
of any man, whether he was of the Clergy, or 
of the Laity, the Patronage muſt be Lark: 
and if it be out of the Parrimony ct theChurch, 
the. Patronage muſt be Zccle/iaſtick. 
HI. But not to inſiſt on theſe Topicks, this 
pretence is abſolutly groundleſs. x. Be- 
cauſe, the Argument adduced , ſtriks 


equally againſt all ſort of Patronages, 
| _ ” > S 


ang 


LOWED + 


and againſt all ſuch negative intereſts, inthe 
Election or Maintenance, of the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, as are not of Divine appointment 
and inſtitution. Fr” 
IV. Next, —_ hays no more warrand 
from Scripture, forſuch an intereſt, andpri- 
viledge, than others have. And the power 
of Patronage hath been asproſly abuſed, if noe 
more, and as ſcandalouſly oftenfive, and I 
am ſure more prejudicial to the intereſts of the 
Church, and to the thriving of Religion, 
whenin the hands of the Biſhops , than when 
inthe hands of other perſons. And there isnoa 
ground from Scripture, cither by precept, 
promiſe or example, that any one Church 
Officer, ſhould ordinarly. be intruſted, with 
ſuch an intereſt and priviledge, in the Look- 
ing out, Nomination and EleQtion, and in 
the Maintenance or Living of the Miniſterg 
of the Goſpel. | 
V. But tocut of all farther debate, we ut- 
terly diſclaime any ſuch Officer in the Church, 
asa Biſhop, ina ſenſe ſuperior to, or diſtinct 
from an ordinary preaching Pre/6:ter or 
Elder: Theſe terms are of one and the ſelf. 
ſame fignification in the Scripture, as will ap- 
pear to any,that will be at the pains to read the: 
Texts, where ever the word Biſhop is mention» 


ed. Andiknow no manor Angel. that hath 
power 
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power to ſeparate, what the Spirit of God in 
of [the Scripture has joyned, and made one and 
At {the ſame. And conſequently a Biſhop can have 

| |noſuch priviledge. Non entis nulla ſunt acci. 
d | dentia, nulle affetones, nulle proprietates. * 
V1. Andtho'prelacy werea Lawful Of- 
fice, as itisnot, and tho' the Prelates were 
Succeſsors tothe Apoſtles, as they moſt ridi- 
culouſly pretend, (ſince as we alrcady cleared, 
it was impoſſible the defign of their Office, 
could admit of any Succeſſion) yet fureIam 
in this priviledge of Patronage, they never did, 
nor doe follow the example of the Apoltles : 
For even the Apoſtles themſelves, in the 
EleQion of £Hatrhias.to be one of their num+ 
ber, made uſe of the Concurrence of the 
People: Andin the ordination of the Paſtors 
ofthe Church, they madeuſe of the concur» 
rence, both ofthe Presbitry and People. And 
if they joined the Presbitry and People, and ad- 
mitted them toan intereſt, in relation ro the 
higheſt acts of the Miniſterial Call, chey 
, queſtionleſs alſoleit thema ſhare, in _ 
the Looking out, Nomination, and ' "© 't 
EleCtion, of the ordinacy paſtors, Nam gue 
| Dult majus, vult etiam minus. , — __ 
Nay which is more, the ordi- 72:13, 1: 2.3. 
nary Teachers of the Church, -4#. 14 27: 28: 
\ andothers did concurr , inſfending our of the 


L ; very 


pieces of their Miniſtry. And accordingly 
the Apoſtles, think it not below their Digni- 


ty, togive them an account how they had be. 


haved in their Commiſſion. *o that lerthe 
Prelares pretend Succeſionto whom they will, 
they can never ptetend to be Succeſlors of the 
Apoſtles, to whom a Sole power of Juriſ/ai- 
£7101 and Ordination, was as much a Stranger, 
as to any Preſbyrerin the Church. 

VII. But laſtly, if by Eccleſiaſtick Pa- 
tronages, the Lawful Church Judicatories, 
he meant, tho' in that caſe, both the Title of 
Patronage , andthe extent of power thereby 
underſtood , muſt be rcjeSted; yer there is no 
doubt, bur the Judicatorics of the Church, 
havea very ſpecial hand , and intereſt; inthe 
Looking out, Nomination and Election , of 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and have a power 
Miniſteriallyto authorize them, for their ofe 
fice, and to ſend them forth, to Labour in 
the Lord's Vine-Tard. And by conſequence, 


do allo Mini/lerially inveſt them, with a , 


Righr ro meddle with their Maintenance. 
A Miniſters only Right thereto, being a Law- 
jul call ro the Office, and Faithtul diſcharge of 
his duty , init, as we have formerly markcd, 
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SECT. XIX 


| A pretence from the failings and miſtakes of 
the Church hrs &C. 


I. 'T HE laſt pretence that I ſhall no- 
tice, is this, that Presbirries and 
Pcople are not infallible, but are ſubject to 
Miſtake, and Erre, in the Election and Choice 
of Paſtors, as well as the Patrons. And 
therefore the Patron's Power of Election, is 
no more injurious to the Church, than ſhe 
is to her ſelf. 

11. For anſwer to this, ir may be confide. 
red, Fir/?; That the lawful and ordinary me- 
thod, of EleQing the Paſtors of the Church, 
being an Ordinance and Inſtitution, of Di- 
vine Appointment; andthe power of Patro- 
nage, on the contrary, being nothing cle, bur 
an uſeleſs Invention of Men, and a moſt 
-groundleſs and unreaſonable Uſurpation upon 
the Church, and clearly inconſiſtent with, 
and deſtructive of, the Inſtitutions of Jeſus 
Chri#?;, The Church and People of God, may 
very ſafely and .confidenrly, rely ard de- 
pend, upon the Lord, for his Blefſing and 

| girecti, 
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dirction, inthe right choice of the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, when they Act ina way of 
his own appointment ; which they who AQ id 
ſo unjuit, andunwarrantable a methqd,as this 
of Patronapge, haye no ground toexpect. And 
tho' the-Lord, for wiſe and holy ends, may 
fome times leave his Church and Pcople, to 
themſelves, andlet them fall in errors and 
miſtakes, in this as well as in other caſes ; 
yctduty mult not be forſaken, for fear of 
failings,. inthe performance. We muſt borh 
Pray to God, foradiſcovery of what is duty, 
when it isunclear to us, and when it is dis. 
covered, we mult Pray for ſtrength and af- 
ſiſtance, roperform it a right, and then ſer 
about ir, in the Lord's ſtrength, with a humble 
confidence, and dependance upon him, for 
his bleſſing and direction, who hath never ſaid 
fo the houſe of Jacob, [eek ye my face in vain, 

HI. Next, tho' as is already fſaid,there be no 
inſtirution, cither in Church or State, but what 
by Reaſon ot the Weakneſs,and Corruption of 
Men, may be abuſed; yet this is no ſuffici- 
ent ground, for laying aſide an inſtitution, 
thar is either morally neceſſary, or poſitively, 
enjoired by God The only rule and remedie 
in this caſe, is, Tol{atur avuſus et maneat 
#ſas, letthe matter be regulate by Acing in 
it, accorcing to the word of God, which 
WW tully 
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fully and clearlygliſcovers, what both Church. 
Judicatories andPeople, may, or may not do 
in the caſe. Bun the'contrary the abuſe and 
oftenſiveneſs of unneceſſary & unwarrantable 
inſticutions, does ſtrongly militate, againſt 
their farther uſe. If the Presbitry do at any 
time miſcarry, ina way that they are warrant+ 
ed by God to follow, we mult pray that God 
may purge his own Houſe, and purifie the 
Sons of Levi: And the help and aſſiſtance 


of Superior Church+Judicatories, muſt be 
- made uſe of. And in caſes of general and pub- 


lick deteRion, the Civil Magiſtrate may em» 
ploy his power, circa Sacre. Bur thoſe 
miſtakes, can never warrand us to leave the 


' inſtitutions of rhe infinite love and wiſdom 
* of God,and berake our felves to our own weak 


and witleſs inventions , inthe matters of God, 
Chriſt's prom/ed preſence with his Church, 
may be a ſufficient encouragement for. his 
People, tocleave and adhere to him, in wayes 
ot his own appointment: Whereas thoſewha 
go afiray, and follow crooked Paths, ingyr- 
ins themſelves, as Officious and Buſte Bodter, 
in the affairs of the Church, without a Law- 
ful Call ; can expe nothing, bur that God 
in his Juſtice, ſhould leave them to be a Snare, 
both to themſelves and others Certainly, 
were thele things really belieyed (as allpro- 
tels 
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feſs they do) peoples prattiſe would be y 
far difterent, from ri Bur ſuch ace 


Atheiſm of mans heart, tht w/h:/e we con- 
feſs the truths of God with our Lifs, our 
Hearts are too oft far from him. 

I V. I begin now to be weary, of notice- 
ing ſuch trifles. And the truth is, ic might be a- 
mazing, to hear men otherways rational, offer 
ſuch empty pretences, inſtead of Solid and 
Convincing reaſons, if the cauſe would ad- 
mit.of any betrer. Butit is YVitmm Cauſe, 
and ſo we need nomore admire, toſee a weak- 
neſs inevitably cleave to the ableſt Wits, in 
the defence of whar is unjuſtifiable, than to 
fee the ſtrongeſt of men, ſuccumb in raiſing 
a weight that js aboye his natural ſtrength 


to undergo. The ſtrength of mens Spirits, 


as well as of their Bodies, have their limits,and 
ate not infinite. And fince I mind nothin 
farthee that can be objected, but what wir 
very much eaſe, may receive a full ſolution, 
from the Grounds already repreſented, I 
think it will be needleſs, to give either the 
Reader, or my ſelf, any farther trouble on 
this Subject. 

V. I ſhall only add, thar ir is the duty of 
all God's Pcople in this land, to wreſtle with 
God, that he may incline the hearts of all 
Ranks of Men, in their feveral ſtations and 
capa- 
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capacities, to return to a hearty and cordial 
Compliance with, and a chearful Acquieſcence 
in the juſt and rational Determinations, that 
were once made by publick Authority, in 
this Nation, both in this, and other ſteps of 
a true Reformation. And that the Lord may 


| not be provoked by a too open Contempr, 


of the Goſpel of Peace ( the Crying Sin of 
the Nation ) and our ſinful ſlighting of his 
Mercies, to ſuffer his Church, afterſo much 
wreſtling, to ſink under her prefent Bondage 
and Captivity, by reaſon of this, and other 
unjuſt and grievous ufurpations, into which 
after ſo many, and great Deliverances, wE 
=_ again, tor our Sins , brought into Subje« 
ion, 


